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So here we are again in the month of May – a May unlike any I can remember, and yet, there is still so
much that is familiar. For me, May always begins with a rush to get out some birthday cards because I've
forgotten birthdays at the end of April. Then I spend more time rushing to get things ready for Mother's
Day for our moms. For a number of years, I really had to plan for Mother's Day because between Eric and
I we had three of our grandmothers still living as well as both our moms. By the time I put together cards
from us and from the kids, there were 10 cards plus gifts going out – needless to say, it could be quite a
production. A couple weeks after that it's Eric birthday, then graduations, end of school year events,
Memorial Day, and more birthdays in early June.
Times have changed in my family – there's less rush and flurry for Mother's Day. Eric doesn't have another
milestone birthday for a while, and so many plans have been put on hold for the foreseeable future. And
yet, some things don't change. Spring is still here – Pentecost will still come at the end of this month – I
need to be sure I thank my mother repeatedly for putting up with me as a teenager - I still have to figure
out what to get my husband for his birthday. In some ways, not much has changed. The important things
in life haven't changed – how we go about things has changed, but love, and family, and springtime are all
still here. We can't see everyone we want, when we want, but that doesn't mean we can't show them our
love. We just have to be creative and imaginative. The old ways don't always work right now.
Last month my family had a FaceTime call with a bunch of us where we all played Yahtzee together. On
Mother's Day we're going to have Teatime with my mom and sister. I sent mom some fancy cakes and
cookies as a gift that she can enjoy. We're going to dress up and pull out the teapot and share some fancy
cakes and tea on another FaceTime call. Of course, I would rather be there in person, but I keep
reminding myself that I wouldn't be there in person with or without quarantine. I don't exactly have a lot
of Sundays free in my line of work and she does live 1,000 miles away. We've gotten used to sending our
love from a distance. Maybe that's why some of this isolation hasn't bothered me too much - I had to
figure out that distance a long time ago. Not seeing family in person for months at a time is usual for me.
Even though so much is so different I'm trying to focus on what can remain the same. There are some
things that will never change – spring will still come, birds are still singing, pollen is still aggravating my
eyes and nose, God is still with us. So many things are in flux, so many things are changing, but at the
heart of it all, the center of our being, everything is exactly as it always was. God is with us. Thanks be to
God.
Pastor Kristin

The Community United Presbyterian Church
is dedicated to serving God
through Jesus Christ
and our community through
worship, fellowship, education and outreach.
=============================================
PUBLISHED BY
Community United Presbyterian Church
315 N. Vine St., P. O. Box 903, Hartford, IA 50118
(515-989-3426)
Email: hartfordupc@gmail.com Web: www.hartfordupc.org
CUPC Wi-Fi Password: cupcguest
Prayer Email: cupcprayers@gmail.com
CUPC Youth Group Email: CUPCyouth@gmail.com
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday: 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Administrative Assistant: Ann Polito
Interim Pastor: Rev. Kristin Pike_______________230-6511
revkristinpike@gmail.com
EDUCATION & MISSION COMMITTEE
Gloria Eckert_________________________________205-2619
Teresa McCuen_______________________________707-9184
PROPERTY & FINANCE COMMITTEE
Jim Richards_________________________________989-0080
Barb Mentzer_________________________________971-9775
WORSHIP & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
Pam Knight__________________________________480-6107
Donna Hall__________________________________783-5007
CLERK of SESSION

Ann Polito - 681-9519

Attendance

April 5

Online

April 12

Online

April 19

Online

April 26

Online

HAPPY MAY!
Although the CUPC facility may be
“closed” to worship and activities during
May, “the church” is very much open
and active in many ways as we continue
to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Can you imagine what it will be like to
look back at this time in 5, 10, 20 years
and beyond?
What a story our children will have to
share with their children and
grandchildren about their experience!
What will be the things that they recall
most?
NOW is our chance to help them mold
those forever memories…spending time
as a family, doing special things for those
we care about, making ways to share
smiles and laughter when we can’t be
together.
Let’s be sure that they (and we)
remember the best of these times…

Pentecost
Sunday, May 31, 2020
Please celebrate this special day by
wearing RED!

to all the selfless women
who inspire, motivate, and remind us
to be a better person every single day!

Sunday, May 10, 2020

You are welcome and invited……

June Newsletter Deadline:
May 15, 2020
Please forward items by email attachment to:
hartfordupc@gmail.com.
Your help in observing these deadlines will be greatly
appreciated!!

Memorial
Day

~~~

Sunday, May 31, 2020

Please be sure to have Communion elements available at
home. Bread or crackers, juice or water are suggested
items that can be used.

CUPC Online Worship
& Study available on:
•

May 25,
2020

Memorial Day Service
Monday, May 25, 2020
Hartford Cemetery
9:30 a.m.
Provided by the American Legion and Veterans of
Foreign Wars

CUPC Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CommunityUnited-Presbyterian-Church1403510609872692/?eid=ARBWDZYpJldg6mIV7IYXnvtZQ2UxE7FWJOvZMlT8hU8
zZoF-BG9hxjPiBLX_JVBZJbl37r27oEcjZVl

You may choose to “like” the page and “follow”
it to keep closely connected.
•

Pastor Kristin YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClL5untuP
beA6ZsxAszq1lQ/featured
When you get to the page you can subscribe to
the channel and then you will be notified when
content is added.

Baby Blessings!
Before you were born
we dreamed of you, we imagined you,
we prayed for you.
Now that you are here, we hope for you,
we love you, we thank God for you.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We are sharing in your joy and wishing you a
lifetime of God’s blessings
of love and happiness.

Congratulations to

Bryan & Cheryl Rawson
as they celebrate their
25th wedding anniversary
on May 6, 2020.
May God continue to bless your marriage
with love and happiness.

Hattie Elizabeth Hawkins
March 12, 2020
7 pounds 4 ounces
Congratulations to Sara & Dallas
and big brothers, Jase & Jessie.
Grandparents Myron & Lori Dean,
Great-grandparents, Janon & Kathy
McCaughey as well as
Uncle Grant, Aunt Samantha &
Cousins Maddalee & Tayden!
Little Miss Hattie is named after her greatgreat grandmother, Hattie Maxwell.

to

Verle Spence
who turns 80 years young
on
Thursday, May 7, 2020!!
We love you, Verle!

Congratulations to the
Class of 2020!
“For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you
and not harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11

Carlisle High School
Carlisle, Iowa

Caleb Buchanan
Son of Michelle Buchanan
and the late Patrick Buchanan

Jerilyn Prince
Daughter of Stephanie & Josh Cleaver

Tristine Viers
Daughter of Tami & Chris Curry
and Wendell Viers

Valley High School
West Des Moines, Iowa

Katherine Pike
Daughter of Eric & Kristin Pike

The Church Family
of
Community United Presbyterian Church
wishes each of you a lifetime of success as you
seek your life’s dreams and goals.

CONGRATULATIONS
to

Taylor Hammond
who graduates
on Saturday, May 16, 2020
with a
Doctor of Pharmacy Degree!
A time of celebration will
be scheduled by the Hammond
family at a later time.

REQUEST

Spring is here
and the grass is growing…
If you are interested in volunteering to mow for a
week, several weeks, or more, please contact Jim
Richards (515-989-0080) to offer your assistance.
Thank you!

CUPC has TWO

Email Addresses
Please make note that CUPC has
two email addresses:

hartfordupc@gmail.com

This address is used for church announcements, newsletter,
and general information.

cupcprayers@gmail.com

This address is used for prayer requests.
If you would like to be added to either or BOTH of these email
groups, please send an email making that request.

If anyone should notice church property
that is in need of repair or replacement,
please contact a member of the CUPC
Property and Finance Committee with this
important information. Your assistance is
greatly appreciated!
Jim Richards, Chairperson
Barb Mentzer, Vice-chairperson

CUPC GIVING
TREE PROJECT

Thank you to those who
have
provided
items
through the “giving tree”
project!
So far, the items received
are: hand sanitizer, tissues,
stamps
for
the
card
ministry, and gift cards to McDonalds. Your
generosity is greatly appreciated!
All committees, organizations, groups of the
church may still submit needs of the group to the
church office to be added to the list.
Items requested can be anything! See a need and
share it!

Let’s see how we can help by giving!

“Community United Presbyterian Church”
“Community United Presbyterian Youth Group”
“Freedom for Youth-Carlisle & Hartford, IA”

Per Capita for 2020
$45.00 per member

Food Pantry News
May 31, 2020
Suggested Items for May:

Noisy Collection
Sunday, May 3, 2020
April Collection:
$ 107.00
2020 Collections:
$ 862.03
Goal: $1800.00
Let’s have some fun, make some noise, and
support the mission of the church!
The Noisy Collection is received on the 1st Sunday of
each month—to benefit our General Mission Pledge.

Dish Soap
Facial Tissue
Fruit Juice (not frozen)
Garbage Bags
Graham Crackers
Thank you for contributing 84 items
in April plus $135.00!
Please contact the church office if you have
items to drop off or be picked up!
The CCA Food Pantry is located at
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1100 Market Street
Carlisle, Iowa
The pantry is open to serve families in the Carlisle
School District on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month
from 4 – 5:30 p.m.

Showing We

Outreach numbers for March
•
87 cards sent
•
122 contacts made (calls, emails, texts)
•
2 foods shared (meals, treats, etc.)
• 25 visits made
•
4 popcorn to worship visitors

Please contact Eileen Hansen (515-4021460) to share any outreach efforts so they
may be included in the monthly report!
Thanks to everyone for your part in
taking care of one another.

The CUPC Mission Committee is
requesting your support as we prepare to
send care packages to our deployed soldiers.
If you would like to help support this
“CARE” project, please provide a financial
gift in with your regular giving…noting
“CARE” on your check or with your cash gift.
Thank
you
for
your
prayerful
consideration of this special project!

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Thank You
Thank you to everyone who contributed to One Great
Hour of Sharing! Gifts in the amount of $325.00 were
received. Your gifts will make a difference.
Thank you for your generosity!

The
churches
in
Carlisle
School
District areain partnership through
Christian
Community in Action (CCA) are working together to
support the increased need for food and personal care
items. Families often have extra needs during times
like these and food should not be one of those needs.
In addition to Carlisle School Food Pantry which is
open on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month
from 4:00-6:00 p.m., located at the east entrance of
the elementary building, the following opportunities
are available in our community:
CCA holds its regular Food Pantry at Holy Cross
Lutheran Church, 1100 Market Street, Carlisle,
Iowa from 4:00 - 5:30 pm on the 2nd and
4th Tuesdays of each month.

CUPC will receive and bless the Pentecost
Offering on Pentecost Sunday, May 31!
The Pentecost Offering helps our youth begin a life
with a strong start--a solid foundation of faith formed
in the years from childhood through young adulthood.
• 40% stays at CUPC to develop and support
programs for young people in our own church
and community.
• 25% supports Young Adult Volunteers serving
in communities around the world, and growing
as leaders through transformative Christian
service.
• 25% supports Ministries with Youth to help
guide our youth by uniting them in Christ and
lifting them up as leaders and messengers of
God’s word.
• 10% is devoted to children at-risk to improve
education and provide safe havens.
Our congregation is joining the whole church in
building for our future, in building individual lives of
faith.

IF WE ALL DO A LITTLE, IT ADDS UP TO A LOT.

During this current COVID-19 Crisis, Middle River
Friends Church in cooperation with CCA is providing
extended hours at their location with a Blessings
Table where the community can donate or receive
food and supplies. They are open Monday through
Thursday from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at 4057 S23
Highway, Carlisle, Iowa or by appointment at 515989-3319.
All locations are serving families and individuals living
within the Carlisle School District including, Palmyra,
Easter Lake, Avon Lake, Carlisle and Hartford
(PEACH) communities.
CCA is currently accepting donations through your
local church or at the Middle River Friends Church.
We are in need of food, personal supplies, diapers,
formula, cleaning supplies and financial support to
purchase basic perishable foods as needed.
As a community let us all come together to support
and care for one another. We encourage you to call
your neighbor and just ask them how they are doing.
Ask if they have any needs. It could change
someone's day even as you practice social distancing.
Naturally, we look forward to seeing everyone back
out and about in our community, schools, work, and
churches. The best way to get through this crisis is to
stay connected. No one should have to do this alone.
Nor should anyone go hungry. Together we can do
this.
I Peter 4:8-10 “Above all, love each other deeply, because
love covers a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one
another without grumbling. Each of you should use
whatever gift you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” NIV

Her mother explained that each of these objects had
faced the same adversity: boiling water. Each reacted
differently. The carrot went in strong, hard, and
unrelenting. However, after being subjected to the
boiling water, it softened and became weak. The egg
had been fragile. Its thin outer shell had protected its
liquid interior, but after sitting through the boiling
water, its inside became hardened. The ground coffee
beans were unique, however.. After they were in the
boiling water, they had changed the water.

CARROTS, EGGS, AND COFFEE

"Which are you?" she asked her daughter. "When
adversity knocks on your door, how do you respond?
Are you a carrot, an egg, or a coffee bean?"

A carrot, an egg, and a cup of coffee. You will never
look at a cup of coffee the same way again.

Think of this: Which am I? Am I the carrot that seems
strong, but with pain and adversity do I wilt and
become soft and lose my strength?

A young woman went to her mother and told her
about her life and how things were so hard for her She
did not know how she was going to make it and
wanted to give up, She was tired of fighting and
struggling. It seemed as one problem was solved, a
new one arose.

Am I the egg that starts with a malleable heart, but
changes with the heat? Did I have a fluid spirit, but
after a death, a breakup, a financial hardship or some
other trial, have I become hardened and stiff? Does
my shell look the same, but on the inside am I bitter
and tough with a stiff spirit and hardened heart?

Her mother took her to the kitchen. She filled three
pots with water and placed each on a high fire. Soon
the pots came to boil.

Or am I like the coffee bean? The bean actually
changes the hot water, the very circumstance that
brings the pain. When the water gets hot, it releases
the fragrance and flavor. If you are like the bean,
when things are at their worst, you get better and
change the situation around you when the hour is the
darkest and trials are their greatest do you elevate
yourself to another level?

In the first she placed carrots, in the second she
placed eggs, and in the last she placed ground coffee
beans. She let them sit and boil; without saying a
word.
In about twenty minutes she turned off the burners.
She fished the carrots out and placed them in a bowl.
She pulled the eggs out and placed them in a bowl.
Then she ladled the coffee out and placed it in a bowl.
Turning to her daughter, she asked, "Tell me what you
see."
"Carrots, eggs, and coffee," she replied.
Her mother brought her closer and asked her to feel
the carrots. She did and noted that they were soft.
The mother then asked the daughter to take an egg
and break it. After pulling off the shell, she observed
the hard boiled egg.
Finally, the mother asked the daughter to sip the
coffee.
The daughter smiled as she tasted its rich aroma. The
daughter then asked, "What does it mean, mother?"

How do you handle adversity? Are you a carrot, an
egg or a coffee bean?
The happiest of people don't necessarily have the best
of everything; they just make the most of everything
that comes along their way. The brightest future will
always be based on a forgotten past; you can't go
forward in life until you let go of your past failures and
heartaches.
When you were born, you were crying and everyone
around you was smiling.
Live your life so at the end, you're the one who is
smiling and everyone around you is crying.
May we all be COFFEE!!!!!!

Saluting those who are
Serving with Pride

Marty Baumhover
Bradley Burrell
Hunter Carter
Brian Casson
Travis Cernetisch
Sam Clark
Justin Cochran
Christian Coleman
Elijah Conrey
Chuck Covell
Matt Dodd
Bobby DuBois
Seth Durham
Jesse Frederick
Chad Follis
José Carlos Garcia, Sr.
Mark Eddy
Jonathan Hicks
Nick Johnson
Kyle Joiner
Justin Jones
Tanner Jors
Kamela Kirkland
Kerry Kuhn
Neil Langgaard
Adam Lawrence
Rich Lawrence, Jr.
Michael Love
John Malone
Brandon McCaughey
Jeromy McGee
Mike McGough
Scarlett Merrifield
Trenton Merrifield
Turner Merrifield
Justin Mills
Eric Morrow
Jared Newman
Claytin Piatt
Jeff Reed
Raymond Reed
Mark Roach
Allyson Scott
Joel Sheats
Tyler Simmons
Carter Slater
Adam Snook
Jacob Sperr
James Sperr
Tommy Thompson
Nick Vanderpool
Cody Vogts
Emma Wachal
Trey Wickland
Rush Wyckoff

Please lift these military men and women and their families
in your thoughts and prayers.

Let there be Peace on Earth
and let it begin with me.

Please remember those currently
deployed or stationed overseas:

Sam Clark
Jacob Sperr
Please also remember to pray for their
families for the sacrifice they make while their
loved one is serving our country.

In May, we will honor the memory of
Faith Mackenzie Walker
who was born sleeping on May 31, 2019.
As her church family, we extend our love to
her family at this time remembering that
love never ends.
Three things will last forever—
faith, hope, and love
—and the greatest of these is love.

A HUGE HEARTFELT THANK YOU
to each and everyone that donated to the LOVE
Offering for us. The money allowed me to NOT
work, when David needed me the most. We used
some money to buy things that would make David’s
life easier. I will never be able to tell you how much
I appreciated it. I know it meant a lot to David.
Love you all,
Debbie

A Prayer of Sympathy and Faith
for the family and friends of:
James Franklin Betts, Jr.
Bob Claman
Melvin Durst
Grant Dyer
Pete Johnson
Bud Murphy
Jack Reynolds
Jeff “Charlie” Selin
Abdullahi Sharif
Max Warren
Richard “Woody” Woodard
In the love of God,
may you find strength and peace.
In the prayers of friends,
may you find comfort and love.

Splinters from the Board

Splinters from the Board – April 20, 2020
A summary of the meeting follows:
•

•
•

Approved extended closure of the church
facility through May 31, 2020, due to COVID19 pandemic with the facility is available for
staff, maintenance needs, and as an emergency
shelter only
Approved funding for 2020 scholarship
recipients
Approved military giving packages project

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Confirmed email approvals
o Church Usage Request: Jolene
Wuebker—Family Dinner on March 15
o Online Giving Contact People:
Treasurer & Financial Secretary as
administrators, Donna Hall as promoter
Received pastor’s report
Received report of online giving platform
Reported 153 (including Diaper Drive items)
received for CCA Food Pantry in March
Reported average attendance for March was 49
with 2 weeks of services provided online
Reported church activities cancelled/postponed
with the exception of Prayer Vigil to be done in
home by all
Reported church video license renewed
Reported Communion served to 39 of 42
present on Sunday March 8, 2020
Reported Outreach totals for March: 87 cards,
122 contacts, 2 food, 25 visits, 4 popcorn to
visitors
Reported voting membership is 93 and
associate membership is 217

March, 2020
Income
Expenses

$
$

10,945.01
11,499.54

Account Balances
60 Month CD
Bracy H Hammond Youth Fund
General Fund
JAM Session
Memorial Fund*
Savings-General
Savings-Emergency Fund
Scholarship Fund*
Youth Fund*

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

2,760.45
2,329.71
7,337.62
832.62
2,946.48
19,598.33
2,510.44
8,225.97
489.59

*Included in Savings-General
The next meeting was scheduled for Monday, May 18,
2020, at 6:30 p.m. by ZOOM.

Online
Giving
Information
Community United
Presbyterian
Church
is now offering an online giving option
through the Presbyterian Foundation.
If you are interested in supporting the
ministry of CUPC, you may wish to consider
a gift through one of the following options:
CUPC Website:
www.hartfordupc.org
(Look for the GREEN heart to "give now".)
Online Giving Link:
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgibin/Vanco_ver3.vps…
Online Giving App:
Use the QRCode shown below

Gifts are also received by mail sent to:
CUPC, PO Box 903, Hartford, IA 50118-0903
For assistance with the online giving tool, please
contact the church office. (515-989-3426)
Thank you for considering a gift to CUPC.

May 2020

May 2020
Sun

Mon

4

3

Tue

5

6

Thu

Sat

1

2

7

8

9

11

12

13

14

15

6:30p WAC Mtg by ZOOM

17

Fri

7:00p Ed/Mission Mtg by ZOOM

Noisy Collection

10

Wed

18

16

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

19

20

21

22

23

26

27

28

29

30

6:30p Session Meeting
by ZOOM

24

25

31
Worship Services will be posted on the CUPC Facebook page and YouTube through the end of May.
Pentecost Communion

See information in the newsletter!

COMMUNITY UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 903
Hartford, IA 50118

CUPC Online Worship
& Study available on:


CUPC Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CommunityUnited-Presbyterian-Church1403510609872692/?eid=ARBWDZYpJldg6mIV7IYXnvtZQ2UxE7FWJOvZMlT8hU8zZoFBG9hxjPiBLX_JVBZJbl37r27oEcjZVl

You may choose to “like” the page and “follow” it
to keep closely connected.


Pastor Kristin YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClL5untu
PbeA6ZsxAszq1lQ/featured
When you get to the page you can subscribe to the
channel and then you will be notified when
content is added.

Memorial Day—May 25, 2020
JANUARY

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
19 Larry & Madonna Jack, Anniversary

MAY
1 Laynie Abel
Gerald & Sandy Hammond, Anniversary
3 Carson Peacock

20 Brock Goldsberry; Allyson Scott
21 Ryan Sears
22 Kynnedy Dainty

4 Isaiah Nesler; Wade Steward,
Jeff & Kennadie Norrell, Anniversary

23 Gary Isley; Eric Pike; Nathan Tegtmeier

5 Charlotte Gardner, Edna Rawson; David Walker III

24 Aleisha Beckmann; Daniel Edwards

6 Bryan & Cheryl Rawson, Anniversary
7 Rylee Campbell; Shelby Page; Tom Smith
Verle Spence
Bill & Caroline McNamar, Anniversary
8 David Blackmon; Rodney "Bo" Petry; Grayson Prickett
9 Rachel Warner
10 Connie Goldsberry; Doug Muetzel
11 Albert Allen; Ninzin Conrey
12 David Gutierrez; Sydney Heyer; Cody Mentzer
Kendall Witherspoon
Frederic & Melissa Etcheverry, Anniversary
13 Steven "Casey" Eckert; Scott Mentzer

Doug & Summer Muetzel, Anniversary

Don & Joanne Richardson, Anniversary
25 Julie Johnston-Abel
Josh & Lindsay Goldsberry, Anniversary
26 Adrian Gooch; Jamie Henrichs
Grant & Samantha Dean, Anniversary
27 Jayde Greenfield; Tyler Prall; Martha Richards
Travis & Stacey Goldsberry, Anniversary
Shane & Kris Hammond, Anniversary
Bill & Denise Peles, Anniversary
28 Stacey Edwards
Mark & Connie Goldsberry, Anniversary

14 Beckett Conrey

29 Jeanne Jensen-Wiley

15 Bob Gooding

30 Paul Pendry

Steve & Jenny Millard, Anniversary
17 Justin Barton; Courtney Black; Kevin McCuen
18 Allison Fern Steward
Mike & Jamie Henrichs, Anniversary

31 Allie Mayer

Please contact Ann Polito at 681-9519 with birthdays or
anniversaries to add or correct.
Thank you.

