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It's been over 10 years since I finished my seminary coursework, so recently I've been revisiting some of the books I read
during that time. I was looking at the bookshelves; debating what to grab first when I saw the slim volumes I had by
Henri Nouwen. I picked up my copy of his book, In the Name of Jesus, which I first read about 15 years ago. Nouwen was
a priest who spent decades in academia and then went to live and work in a L'Arche community where he helped care
for mentally handicapped adults in a group home setting. I remembered vaguely what the book was about as I read
through the introduction. When I turned to the opening of the first chapter I immediately understood why I needed to
read this book right now. These are the opening words of Chapter 1:
The first thing that struck me when I came to live in a house with mentally handicapped people was that their liking or
disliking of me had absolutely nothing to do with any of the many useful things I had done until then. Since nobody could
read my books, the books could not impress anyone, and since most of them never went to school, my twenty years at
Notre Dame, Yale, and Harvard did not provide a significant introduction. My considerable ecumenical experience proved
even less valuable...Not being able to use any of the skills that had proved so practical in the past was a real source of
anxiety. I was suddenly faced with my naked self, open for affirmations and rejections, hugs and punches, smiles and
tears, all dependent simply on how I was perceived at the moment. In a way, it seemed as though I was starting my life
all over again. Relationships, connections, reputations could no longer be counted on. ~In the Name of Jesus, pgs.2728
What Nouwen goes on to remind us is that if we are lucky, we all come to a time and a place where all our training and
experience counts for nothing. All we have is our faith and our love of God to get us through what happens next. There
are times and places where there is no training manual. He reminds us that sometimes our world changes so much that
the old ways no longer mean anything, no longer work, no longer function. We come to the place where we have to
start all over again, where we are stripped down to our essentials and forced to find a new way to climb. I have felt that
way these past few months and I'm sure many of you have as well.
I have a page-a-day calendar on my desk at the church. Right now it is still on Monday, March 16, which is the day the
Session voted to close the church building for in person worship. I keep it to remind myself how far we have come since
that day. I keep it to remind myself how far we still have to go. It's a reminder to me that God loves us not because of
what we do or accomplish, but because God has created us in love. I don't know what tomorrow holds any more than I
did yesterday, but this book is a reminder to me that it's never about what I accomplish or how many degrees and
credentials I have – it's about God. It's always been about God – it's God's story and I just get to be a small part of it. I'm
going to reread Nouwen's book again this week and maybe read it again next week and the week after that until I
remember my true unadorned self – a self that is completely vulnerable, open to receiving and giving love regardless of
any accomplishments, and only then will I reflect all the love that God has poured into me.
Blessings,
Pastor Kristin
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The new edition of "Presbyterians Today" is out!
We are in a season where the vows of ordination
by both ministers and elders are being used like
we've not used them for many years!

Ann Polito - 681-9519

Attendance

June 7

Online

June 14

Online

June 21

Online

June 28

Pastor's Vacation Sunday

Please remember to pray for them, appreciate
them, and support them in any way you can!

#wearethechurch

Independence Day
July 4, 2020

You are welcome and invited……

Sunday, July 12, 2020
August Newsletter Deadline:
July 15, 2020
Please forward items by email attachment to:
hartfordupc@gmail.com.
Your help in observing these deadlines will be greatly
appreciated!!

Please be sure to have Communion elements
available at home. Bread or crackers, juice or
water are suggested items that can be used.

Wednesday
Nooners
Pastor Kristin is hosting a “church visit” on
Wednesdays at noon!
Anyone who is available to join the group for
an hour or so is invited to bring a chair, lunch,
a cup of coffee…whatever you want and spend
some time seeing and visiting with others.

REQUEST
If anyone should notice church property that is in
need of repair or replacement, please contact a
member of the CUPC Property and Finance
Committee with this important information. Your
assistance is greatly appreciated!
Jim Richards, Chairperson
Barb Mentzer, Vice-chairperson

Physical distancing will be observed and
church access will remain limited.

Summer is here
and the grass is growing…
If you are interested in volunteering to mow for a
week, several weeks, or more, please contact Jim
Richards (515-989-0080) to offer your assistance.
Thank you!

Watch for information about

“Compassion Camp”
a “Virtual Bible School” program
to be provided online to children
and families soon!

“Community United Presbyterian Church”
“Community United Presbyterian Youth Group”
“Freedom for Youth-Carlisle & Hartford, IA”

CUPC has TWO
Email Addresses
Please make note that CUPC has
two email addresses:

hartfordupc@gmail.com
This address is used for church announcements, newsletter,
and general information.

cupcprayers@gmail.com
This address is used for prayer requests.
If you would like to be added to either or BOTH of these email
groups, please send an email making that request.

2020 CUPC
Faith Scholarship
Recipients Announced
With Session’s approval, the CUPC Scholarship
Committee was pleased to announce and
present the CUPC Faith Scholarships on Sunday,
June 14, 2020, to two individuals who have
participated in and made faithful contributions
to the ministries of our church.

Katherine “Katie” Pike has been a part of
CUPC since 2017.
Her involvement in CUPC programs has been by
assisting with Vacation Bible School and
Summer Munch Bunch as well as preparations
for the Sr. Citizens’ Thanksgiving Dinner. Katie
sang in the local community choir for the Good
Friday Service in 2018 and participated in the
Christmas program in 2019 with the Youth
Group.
Katie has been a volunteer for Meals from the
Heartland, as a “bell ringer” for the Salvation
Army, as well as helping at food pantries. She
has been to the Heifer Ranch in Arkansas, and
has represented the Presbytery of Des Moines
at Youth Triennium. This summer she will

represent the presbytery as a Young Adult
Advisory Delegate to the 224th General
Assembly of the PCUSA.
Congratulations, Katie, on receiving a 2020
CUPC Faith Scholarship.

Tristine Viers participated in youth programs
at CUPC in her younger years. These include
Vacation Bible School and Camp L.I.F.E.
She provides leadership through her job in
child care helping children learn proper ways to
communicate with each other and their
teachers. Tristine also serves on the leadership
council for the Carlisle Track Team guiding
teammates in ways to be successful assets to
the team.
Congratulations, Tristine, on receiving a 2020
CUPC Faith Scholarship.
Katie and Tristine—It is with true joy that your
church family recognizes your faithful
contributions to the ministries of this church
and beyond. We thank you for giving of your
time and talents to God’s work in this
community of faith, we will look forward to
hearing about your life experiences, and we
encourage you to continue to live out your faith
wherever God may lead you.

CUPC Class of 2020 Honored
CUPC celebrated Graduation Sunday on June 14,
2020, with a special video as part of our online
worship service.
The graduates introduced
themselves and shared their future plans. Rev.
Kristin Pike offered a blessing upon them as they
begin a new chapter in their lives.
Rev. Pike presented each graduate with a
handmade cross to express the church’s
congratulations on their upcoming graduation.

Happy Birthday

Larry Jack
who turns 90 years young
on

Thursday, July 30, 2020!
The Pike Family--Katie, Kristin & Eric

Tristine and her family--Averie May Lynn, Kirstin,
Tristine, Tami, & Chris
CONGRATULATIONS, Class of 2020!
May God bless your life with success!

We love you, Larry!

If anyone is interested in
Helping make deliveries,
Recording liturgy for worship,
Ringing the church bell,
Making phone calls or sending notes,
Please contact the church office at
515-989-3426.
THANK YOU for helping where you can!

Saluting those who are
Serving with Pride

Marty Baumhover
Bradley Burrell
Hunter Carter
Brian Casson
Travis Cernetisch
Sam Clark
Justin Cochran
Christian Coleman
Elijah Conrey
Chuck Covell
Matt Dodd
Bobby DuBois
Seth Durham
Jesse Frederick
Chad Follis
José Carlos Garcia, Sr.
Mark Eddy
Jonathan Hicks
Nick Johnson
Kyle Joiner
Justin Jones
Tanner Jors
Kamela Kirkland
Kerry Kuhn
Neil Langgaard
Adam Lawrence
Rich Lawrence, Jr.
Michael Love
John Malone
Brandon McCaughey
Jeromy McGee
Mike McGough
Scarlett Merrifield
Trenton Merrifield
Turner Merrifield
Justin Mills
Eric Morrow
Jared Newman
Claytin Piatt
Jeff Reed
Raymond Reed
Mark Roach
Allyson Scott
Joel Sheats
Tyler Simmons
Carter Slater
Adam Snook
Jacob Sperr
James Sperr
Tommy Thompson
Nick Vanderpool
Cody Vogts
Emma Wachal
Trey Wickland
Rush Wyckoff

Please lift these military men and women and their families
in your thoughts and prayers.

Let there be Peace on Earth
And let it begin with me.

Please remember those currently
deployed or stationed overseas:

Sam Clark
Jacob Sperr
Please also remember to pray for their
families for the sacrifice they make while
their loved one is serving our country.

Food Pantry Sunday
July 26, 2020
Suggested Items for July:

Noisy Collection
Sunday, July 5, 2020
June Collection:
$ 157.05
2020 Collections:
$ 1029.08
Goal: $1800.00
Let’s have some fun, make some noise, and
support the mission of the church!
The Noisy Collection is received on the 1st Sunday of
each month—to benefit our General Mission Pledge.

Ketchup
Macaroni
Marshmallows
Muffin Mix
Thank you for contributing 67 items
in June plus $285.00!
Please contact the church office if you hav
items to drop off or to be picked up!
The CCA Food Pantry is located at
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1100 Market Street
Carlisle, Iowa
The pantry is open to serve families in the Carlisle
School District on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month
from 4 – 5:30 p.m.

THANK YOU!
Outreach numbers for May:

85 cards sent

82 contacts made (calls, emails, texts)

11 foods shared (meals, treats, etc.)

56 visits made

Please contact Eileen Hansen (515-4021460) to share any outreach efforts so they
may be included in the monthly report!
Thank you!!
Thanks to everyone for your part in
taking care of one another.

The Pentecost Offering helps our youth begin a life
with a strong start--a solid foundation of faith formed
in the years from childhood through young adulthood.
Our congregation has joined the whole church in
building for our future, in building individual lives of
faith.
Thank you to everyone who helped raise $295.00 this
year for this special offering. CUPC has retained
$118.00 that will be used to support youth.

IF WE ALL DO A LITTLE, IT ADDS UP TO A LOT.

Operation
Backpack
School Supply
Drive
As school quickly approaches,
supplies are needed to assist in
making sure all children have
the items needed to begin the year!
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, exact plans for this
project are still pending. It would be very helpful this
year for contributions to be “FINANCIAL” only. Then
when details are determined, CCA will be able to easily
order the supplies that are needed.
If you are interested in helping with this project, please
make your gift to CUPC noting Operation Backpack.
Gifts will be received through the month of July!
Sponsored by
Carlisle Community Elementary Schools
Christian Community in Action
Kid’s Hope Program

Local Food Pantry Opportunities
Carlisle School Food Pantry
Carlisle Elementary School (east entrance)
430 School Street, Carlisle, Iowa

In July, we will honor the memory of David
Walker, Jr. who was born on July 27.
As Dave’s church family, we extend our love
to his wife, Debbie, and their family at this
time remembering that love never ends.
Three things will last forever--faith, hope,
and love--and the greatest of these is love.
Have you tried
Justo Coffee?

Don

Don Justo Coffee with
Dignity is the coffee
project that was started
in 2002 for the sole
purpose of generating
funds for the Our Sister
Parish mission of the
Presbytery
of
Des
Moines
in
Berlín,
Usulután, El Salvador.
When you purchase
this coffee, YOU are
part of that ministry!
If you would like to place an order, please contact
Ann Polito in the church office!

1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month
4:00-6:00 p.m.
CCA Food Pantries
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1100 Market Street, Carlisle, Iowa
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month
4:00 - 5:30 pm
Middle River Friends Church
4057 S23 Highway, Carlisle, Iowa
Mondays and Wednesdays
10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
or by appointment at 515-989-3319

Thank you to everyone who helped us
celebrate our 58th wedding anniversary on
June 30 with cards and phone calls!
You brightened our day so much!
With Love,
Larry & Dora McCaughey
P.S. We both say “hi” to everyone!



A Prayer of Sympathy and Faith
for the family and friends of:
Maggie Baber
Larry Ball
Tom Daleske
George Floyd
Francisco "Franky" Miramontes
Michael Marx
Maxine White

In the love of God,
may you find strength and peace.
In the prayers of friends,
may you find comfort and love.

Splinters from the Board

Splinters from the Board – June 15, 2020
A summary of the meeting follows:








Approved extension of church closure through
July 31
Approved pastoral vacation request for 7 days
“as possible” from June 21 – July 4 including
Sunday, June 28
Approved request to park at church temporarily
Approved Senior Citizen Thanksgiving Dinner
to be planned in alternate format
Approved use of church table for drive by baby
shower
Discussed polling congregation for input and
formation of a re-opening team
Discussed possible August events at church:
birthday party, bridal shower on tentative













schedule—removed rehearsal/wedding from
calendar
Discussed Presbytery Grant Program to be used
for technology upgrades
Provided worship analytics using worship
options
Received pastor’s report
Reported $10 received for Noisy Collection
during May
Reported 66 items and $555 received for CCA
Food Pantry during May
Reported 93 voting members and 217 associate
members
Reported Grad Sunday plans, worship by phone
availability, & pastoral vacation plan for
worship
Reported handmade crosses purchased for 6
2020 graduates
Reported May Outreach totals: 85 cards, 82
contacts, 11 food, 56 visits
Reported PPP loan approved and funds
received
Reported storm shelter plan not yet finalized
Reported thermostats reset for summer,
lawnmowing going well, working to prevent
bird nesting on lighting, spraying for wasps &
weeds, elevator part replacement complete

May, 2020
Income
Expenses

$
$

17,161.44
(9,969.18)

Account Balances
Bracy H Hammond Youth Fund
General Fund
JAM Session
Memorial Fund*
Savings-General
Savings-Emergency Fund
Scholarship Fund*
Youth Fund*

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

2,329.71
12,895.46
832.62
2,863.65
17,526.25
5,531.41
8,225.97
489.59

*Included in Savings-General
The next meeting was scheduled for Monday, July 20,
2020, at 6:30 p.m.

July 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Wednesday Nooners

Noisy Collection
will be collected on
Sundays &
Wednesdays
or by drop off/pick up

5

6

Thu

2

Fri

3

Sat

4

12:00 p.m.

7

8

Wednesday Nooners

Independence Day

9

10

11

Drive By Baby Shower for
Megan Parks
2 – 4 p.m.

12:00 p.m.

12

13

14

15

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
Wednesday Nooners

16

17

18

23

24

25

30

31

12:00 p.m.

19

20

21

22 Wednesday Nooners

6:30p Session Meeting
by ZOOM

12:00 p.m.

26

27

28

29 Wednesday Nooners

Food Pantry Items
will be collected on
Sundays & Wednesdays
or by drop off/pick up

12:00 p.m.

Worship Services will be posted on the CUPC Facebook page and YouTube through the end of June.
See information in the newsletter!

COMMUNITY UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 903
Hartford, IA 50118

CUPC Online Worship & Study
available on:


CUPC Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CommunityUnited-Presbyterian-Church1403510609872692/?eid=ARBWDZYpJldg6mIV7IYXnvtZQ2UxE7FWJOvZMlT8hU8zZoFBG9hxjPiBLX_JVBZJbl37r27oEcjZVl
You may choose to “like” the page and “follow” it
to keep closely connected.
 Pastor Kristin YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClL5untu
PbeA6ZsxAszq1lQ/featured
When you get to the page you can subscribe to the
channel and then you will be notified when
content is added.
 CUPC Worship by Phone:

Call 515-212-2838

The weekly audio file is available beginning at
12:00 p.m. on Sunday and through the entire
week. Anyone who has a telephone may listen
at the time convenient for them!

JANUARY

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

JULY

21 Gloria Eckert; Shirley Gooch; Stephen Nesler

1 Megan Walker
2 Travis Goldsberry; Taylor Johnston
Justin & Crystal Barton, Anniversary
4 Pam Knight; Lucy Maxwell
Karen Robinson; Bill Schooler, Sr.
5 Laila Pedicini; Claren Rawson
6 Tim Thompson; Alex Wells
7 Neriah Goldsberry
8 Gerald Hammond
10 Ryan Bailey; Rebecca Campbell; Charles Corley
Alice Hammond; Steve Robinson
Jeff & Theresa Link, Anniversary

22 Brittney Ketcham
23 Lindsey Clark; Kim Marble; Shiloh Rawson
Zachary & Anita VanSickle, Anniversary
24 Tayden Dean; Taylor Drake; Serena McCuen
David Ramirez
25 Glen Gooch
26 Todd Isley; Troy Johnston
Ryan & Stacey Edwards, Anniversary
Scott & Barbara Mentzer, Anniversary
27 Denise Peles
28 Hayden Edwards; Maddox Froh; Lynn Isley
Tiffany Noble; Brad & Robyn Witte, Anniversary

11 Bracy Hammond; Steve & Lucy Maxwell, Anniversary
12 Dakota Buchanan; Matthew Nesler

30 Larry Jack

13 Tyler Millard; Liz Overstake

31 Rev. Nathan Lamb; Jeff Norrell

14 Nathan Goldsberry; Ruth Rawson; Don Russell

Jeff & Paula Menke, Anniversary

Ryan & Heather Peacock, Anniversary
15 Abby Jensen; John Jensen, Jr.; Michael VanHamme
17 Allen Brown; Jeramie & April Kane, Anniversary
18 Scott & Heather Worthington, Anniversary
19 Stephanie Maxwell
20 Danson Drake; Fred Eaton; Alexis Oakley
Tom & Jennifer Blackmon, Anniversary

Please contact Ann Polito at 681-9519 with birthdays or
anniversaries to add or correct.
Thank you.

