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I can't believe February is already here. With all the snow days and sickness, I feel like I've missed
about half the month. I've barely recovered from Christmas – I finally got the tree and final
decorations put away last weekend – and now it's time to plan for Lent. Ash Wednesday will be here in
just a few weeks so I find myself trying to hurry and prepare. Cokesbury and the other Christian book
distributors have been sending me Lenten materials since mid-December and I've just been piling
them up on my desk to deal with later. Most people think I'm strange when I say that I enjoy Lent. It's
probably my favorite season of the church year.
In the newest version of the Presbyterian Book of Common Worship, it describes Lent like this:
Lent comes from an old English word for springtime, perhaps connected with the lengthening
of days in this time of the year in the Northern Hemisphere. The season of Lent is a time for
growth in faith – through prayer, spiritual discipline, and self-examination in preparation for the
commemoration of the dying and rising of the Lord Jesus Christ. In ancient Christian practice,
Lent was a time of preparation for the celebration of Baptism at Easter. In many churches, it
remains a time to equip and nurture candidates for Baptism or confirmation, and for the whole
community of faith to reflect deeply on the theme of baptismal discipleship. Reconciliation is a
key theme in the season of Lent – reconciliation with God and with one another through the
grace of Jesus Christ. Lent is a period of forty days – like the flood of Genesis, Moses' sojourn at
Sinai, Elijah's journey to Mount Horeb, Jonah's call of repentance to Nineveh, and Jesus' time
of testing in the wilderness. The Sundays in Lent are not counted among the forty days, as
every Lord's Day is a celebration of Christ's resurrection. Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and
concludes at sunset on Holy Saturday, at the start of the Great Vigil of Easter.
Perhaps it's the focus on growth in faith through prayer, discipline, and self-examination. It's a time to
focus specifically on where we need to grow. I admit that the happy, happy, joy of some services
bothers me after a while. Of course, we find joy in Christ, but there is so much more to our journey
than the joy of the beginning. There's always that slog in the middle of the journey where you begin to
wonder if it's even worth it to keep going – when I head East to see my mom, I usually hit it in
southern Indiana. Lent is the time when we build up our endurance for the journey ahead. It's a time
to take stock, resupply ourselves, cull away our bad habits, and get ready for the next stage. I hope
you are able to view Lent as a positive time and not just the time of year when Pastor Kristin picks all
the “depressing hymns.” There is a time for everything, and Lent is our time to reflect, seek guidance,
and prepare ourselves for the glory to come at Easter. I hope you have a blessed and meaningful
Lenten season – be sure to join us on Ash Wednesday, February 26 for dinner and worship and we
begin that journey again.
Pastor Kristin
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Attendance
Jan 5

52

Jan 12

46

Jan 19

Weather Cancellation

Jan 26

41

Fellowship
2 Shirley Gooch & Betty Johnston
9 Congregational Meeting
16 Sophia Eckert & Barb Mentzer
23 Guys Goodies--Contact Scott Johnson
Special Music
2 Hartford Trio
9 Communion
16 Verle Spence
23 Diane Smith
If you need to make changes, please find someone
to trade with. Changes may be shared for the
bulletin by calling the church at 989-3426.
Thank you!

Mark Your
Calendars!
Sunday, February 9, 2020
Annual Congregational Meeting
following worship with potluck lunch
following the meeting!

You are welcome and
invited……
Happy Valentine’s Day
February 14, 2020

Sunday, February 9, 2020
March Newsletter Deadline:
February 15, 2020

DORCAS CIRCLE
will meet on
Wednesday, February 12, 2020 at 1:30 p.m.

Please forward items by email attachment to:
hartfordupc@gmail.com
Your help in observing this deadline will be greatly
appreciated!!

Soup & Slides“Visiting the Holy Land”
Sunday, February 16, 2020
Slides
4:00 p.m.
Soup
5:00 p.m.

Bill & Sheri Wenig will present “Visiting the Holy
Land” from their trip to this special area of the
world.
The meal for this event will follow the
presentation.
It is being sponsored through
Thrivent organized by the Nesler family. The
freewill offering received has been designated to
go to Dave & Debbie Walker for expenses during
Dave’s current cancer treatment.
Mark these dates on your calendar
for future Soup and Slides events:
Sunday, March 8, 2020
“Ugandan Mission & Safari”
Dr. Jennifer Olson
Sunday, March 29, 2020
“A Glimpse of India & Nepal” with a couple of
kids from Iowa!
Janet Casson & Theron Conrey

LENTEN
BOOK
STUDY
This year we will
have an adult book
study during Lent.
Our text will be
Lent in Plain Sight
by Jill Duffield. The
books are $15 each.
Please sign up by
Wednesday, February 19 so books can be
ordered and arrive by February 23. We can
meet weekly on Sundays after Fellowship – we
could even meet over lunch if folks want to try
that, or we can meet on Tuesday evenings
during Lent. When you sign-up, let us know
which time you prefer. If enough people sign
up we'll do both! Contact Ann at the church
office to sign up.
515-989-3426 or hartfordupc@gmail.com

Chat N Chew after Church
Ash Wednesday, February 26, 2020
Not quite ready to go home after fellowship on
Sunday? Looking for someone to enjoy Sunday lunch
and conversation with? You may be interested in
joining “Chat N Chew after Church”!
The 3rd Sunday of the month will be designated as
“Chat N Chew” Sunday! Anyone interested in joining
a group from CUPC for a “dutch treat” lunch together
after fellowship is welcome!
You can be a part of this group based on your own
schedule—no specific commitments!
Everyone is welcome! It’s a lot of fun!

CUPC will begin the season of Lent on Ash
Wednesday with a Salad Supper held prior to
the traditional Ash Wednesday service.
The supper will begin at 5:30 p.m. and the
service will be at 7:00 p.m.
Those attending the supper are asked to
bring a salad topping or a dessert for the
meal.
Sign up will be available during
worship on February 16.
The service of worship will include a
Lenten reflection and the imposition of
ashes.

Neighborhood Events
Census Workshop
Tuesday, February 25, 2020
Community United Presbyterian Church
6:30 p.m.
Yoga for Every Body
a 5-class series
with Janet Casson
Wednesdays: February 12 to March 11
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Carlisle Christian Church fellowship hall
$75
These classes are designed for those who are brand
new to yoga as well as those with an established
practice who are interested in refining their
understanding of their bodies. The goal of the series
is to gain strength, flexibility and ease in one’s body
and mind and to deepen the relationship between
both. You will be challenged while simultaneously
impressing yourself with all that you are already
capable of doing.

In mid-March, homes across the country
will begin receiving invitations to complete
the 2020 Census. Once the invitation
arrives, you should respond for your home
in one of three ways: online, by phone, or
by mail.
Please join the Hartford Census 2020
Committee at 6:30 pm at CUPC on
Tuesday, February 25th. We will preview the
2020 Census forms and have a Q&A
regarding the importance of the census to
our community and how the committee will
help you be counted!

ADOPT the
BULLETIN
BOARD

www.JanetCassonYoga.com | 970-471-4126

Carlisle Community Blood Drive
Thursday, February 13, 2020
2:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Carlisle United Methodist Church
Family Life Center
405 School Street
Make an appointment at:
800.287.4903
or www.lifeservebloodcenter.org

Thank you to the following people who have signed up
to decorate the bulletin board in the front entryway of
the church!
February
March
April

Shirley Gooch & Betty Johnston
Barb Mentzer
Lynda Richards

THANK YOU to everyone who has helped with this
“creative” ministry of the church! Your bulletin boards have
been a wonderful reflection of your faith and have touched
those of us who have seen them!

During 2019, several significant projects were
completed at CUPC.
• The outdoor lighting was replaced and has
definitely “lit up” the parking area nicely.
• Several pieces of equipment were
purchased for the sound room.
• Roof repairs between the buildings were
made and the drainage on the north side
of the church facility was cleaned out and
relocated.
• An elevator maintenance agreement was
purchased to help prevent costly repairs
and to assist with them if they do occur.
During 2020, the first of three HVAC systems
will be replaced with remaining two systems to
be scheduled for replacement in the next several
years.
As with any facility, there is always something to
be maintained and a cost for doing so. The
outcome may not be visible or glamorous, but
the projects need to happen. The expenses for
several of these projects came from the church’s
capital improvement funds which now are in
need of replenishment.

Study Group
Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m.
CUPC Conference Room
led by Bill Schooler, Jr.

Prayer Group
Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m.
CUPC Reflection Room
We have room for YOU!

If you are willing and able to make a gift to the
CUPC Capital Improvement Fund, it would be
greatly appreciated.
CUPC Property & Finance Committee

When:
Time:
Where:

REQUEST
If anyone should notice church property that is in
need of repair or replacement, please contact a
member of the CUPC Property and Finance
Committee with this important information. Your
assistance is greatly appreciated!
Jim Richards, Chairperson
Barb Mentzer, Vice-chairperson

1st & 3rd Fridays of each month
1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
CUPC Fellowship Hall

Visit with friends…
Bring a snack to share…
Enjoy a game of cribbage…
If you are 55 years or over,
you are invited to join the fun!
If you have any questions,
call Bill or Caroline McNamar 989-0149.

2020 is here
and the church
calendar is
being built!
If you have a special
date you would like to reserve or are
planning a church event, NOW is the time to
get it on the calendar.
Please contact the church office (989-3426)
to make your request!

A WARM WELCOME!

If you are using the church during
the winter months, please be sure
to contact the Property & Finance
Committee to be sure the building
will be warm upon your arrival.

Per Capita is “the tie that binds” the entire church in
the ongoing and essential work of the church.
❖ It is how Presbyterians are trained to
become better ruling elders, deacons, and
ministers of word and sacrament/teaching
elders.
❖ It is how Presbyterians come together to
discern God’s call in their lives.
❖ It is how Presbyterians participate in the life
of the wider church by serving on General
Assembly committees and commissions,
regardless of distance or financial resources.
❖ It is how Presbyterians participate in the life
of the Church universal as we commit
ourselves to work and live in in fellowship
with “all persons in every nation”.
CUPC contributes the per capita apportionment for
each member of the congregation on an annual
basis to assist on the presbytery, synod, and general
assembly levels. If you would like to assist with this
initiative, you may do so by making a gift and noting
it as “per capita”. In 2020, the amount for per
capita is $45.00 per member.
Per Capita—Providing the means to strengthen
the connections of our work, and building
lasting relationships to help all Presbyterians
share God’s love through mission and ministry.

Annual Reports
Available
Printed copies of the 2020 CUPC Annual Report
are available by contacting the church office—
989-3426.

Per Capita for 2020
$45.00 per member

Food Pantry News
February 23, 2020
Thank you for donating 1105 items (includes
items from the Senior Citizens’ Dinner) to the
CCA Food Pantry operated at Holy Cross Lutheran
Church in Carlisle during 2019. Thank you for
your generosity!

Noisy Collection

Thank you for contributing
29 items in December!

Sunday, February 2, 2020

The goal set for 2020 is 1,200 items!

January Collection:
$ 177.77
2019 Seed Funds:
$ 242.65
2020 Collections:
$ 420.42
Goal: $1800.00
Let’s have some fun, make some noise, and
support the mission of the church!
The Noisy Collection is received on the 1st Sunday of
each month—to benefit our General Mission Pledge.

Suggested items for February:
Flour
Frosting
Oatmeal
Powdered Sugar
The CCA Food Pantry is located at
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1100 Market Street
Carlisle, Iowa
The pantry is open to serve families in the Carlisle
School District on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month
from 4 – 5:30 p.m.

A diaper drive will be sponsored by CUPC
during the month of February!
Outreach numbers for December
• 104 cards sent
• 98 contacts made (calls, emails, texts)
• 10 foods shared (meals, treats, etc.)
• 26 visits made
• 3 popcorn to worship visitors

Please contact Eileen Hansen (515-4021460) to share any outreach efforts so they
may be included in the monthly report!
Thank you!!
Thanks to everyone for your part in
taking care of one another.

Please bring disposable diapers, wipes,
and/or disposable underwear for babies &
toddlers during the month. (Form a group
and buy in bulk!)
These items will be provided to the CCA
Food Pantry and Ruth Harbor to share with
families with young children.

Saluting those who are
Serving with Pride

Marty Baumhover
Bradley Burrell
Hunter Carter
Brian Casson
Travis Cernetisch
Sam Clark
Justin Cochran
Christian Coleman
Elijah Conrey
Chuck Covell
Matt Dodd
Bobby DuBois
Seth Durham
Jesse Frederick
Chad Follis
José Carlos Garcia, Sr.
Mark Eddy
Jonathan Hicks
Nick Johnson
Kyle Joiner
Justin Jones
Tanner Jors
Kamela Kirkland
Kerry Kuhn
Neil Langgaard
Adam Lawrence
Rich Lawrence, Jr.
Michael Love
John Malone
Brandon McCaughey
Jeromy McGee
Mike McGough
Scarlett Merrifield
Trenton Merrifield
Turner Merrifield
Justin Mills
Eric Morrow
Jared Newman
Claytin Piatt
Jeff Reed
Raymond Reed
Mark Roach
Allyson Scott
Joel Sheats
Tyler Simmons
Carter Slater
Adam Snook
Jacob Sperr
James Sperr
Tommy Thompson
Nick Vanderpool
Cody Vogts
Emma Wachal
Trey Wickland
Rush Wyckoff

Please lift these military men and women and their families
in your thoughts and prayers.

Let there be Peace on Earth
and let it begin with me.

Please remember those currently
deployed or stationed overseas:

Sam Clark
Matt Dodd
Jacob Sperr
Please also remember to pray for their
families for the sacrifice they make while their
loved one is serving our country.

THANK YOU AND
WELCOME HOME!

Thank you for your service,

Kyle Joiner!
Kyle completed his deployment to Kuwait
at the end of January, 2020. CUPC is
happy that Kyle & his wife, Brianna, and
the rest of the Joiner family have been
reunited.

CUPC has TWO

Email Addresses
Please make note that CUPC has
two email addresses:

hartfordupc@gmail.com
This address is used for church announcements, newsletter,
and general information.

cupcprayers@gmail.com
This address is used for prayer requests.
If you would like to be added to either or BOTH of these email
groups, please send an email making that request.

CUPC GIVING
TREE PROJECT
Thank you to those who
have
provided
items
through the “giving tree”
project!
So far, the items received
are: hand sanitizer, tissues,
stamps
for
the
card
ministry, and gift cards to McDonalds. Your
generosity is greatly appreciated!
All committees, organizations, groups of the
church may still submit needs of the group to the
church office to be added to the list.
Items requested can be anything! See a need and
share it!

Let’s see how we can help by giving!

Important Information
In the event of inclement weather, everyone is
encouraged to keep their personal safety in mind
when determining whether or not to attend church
functions.
Should events be cancelled, members and
friends of the church will be contacted with
necessary information via a phone calling service.
Please also refer to announcements provided on
local television stations.

For Your Convenience…..
A suggestion has come to the Session requesting
a way to help those who are away for several weeks
or a “season” to remember their church giving.
In response to this idea, CUPC will provide selfaddressed mailing envelopes to those who request
them!
If you would like to receive envelopes, please
contact the church office at (515) 989-3426 and
indicate the quantity desired and where they
should be delivered.

Nursery care is available upon request for children 04 years of age. (Older children are encouraged to attend
Children’s Church during worship and enjoy the Kid’s
Korner during fellowship.)
At least two volunteers who have gone through the
SafeChurch Training will be present to provide care
during worship each Sunday. (Approximately 8:50 a.m.
until immediately following worship.)
Parents may feel welcome to use the nursery with
their own children as needed, too.
Please provide for your child’s needs while they are
being cared for in the nursery. A bag with diapers,
wipes, and a change of clothes will be greatly
appreciated. Please also bring whatever snacks and
drinks you will allow your children to have!
If you have any questions or wish to register your
children for nursery care, please contact Bonnie Nesler at
971-6151.

“Community United Presbyterian Church”
“Community United Presbyterian Youth Group”
“Freedom for Youth-Carlisle & Hartford, IA”

CUPC
YOUTH
NEWS
CUPC Youth programs are in full swing!
Don’t miss out on this time of fun and
fellowship!
BRING A FRIEND!
There is something for EVERYONE!

Attention:
Middle and High
Schoolers!

CUPC Youth Group is for 6th through 12th
graders. The group meets on Wednesdays
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the church!
(Dinner is provided!) In addition to our
study time, there will be mission projects as
well as fun outings!
Come check out what is going on!!
For more information, please contact:
Pastor Kristin Pike (515-230-6511)
or
Gloria Eckert (515-205-2619)

We will have
a great time!

Children’s Church
•
•
•

Children’s Church is for children 3 years
old through 5th grade.
Volunteers are needed to assist on
Sunday mornings.
For more information, please contact
Gloria Eckert (515-205-2619) or
Teresa McCuen (515-707-9184)

•

A Prayer of Sympathy and Faith
for the family and friends of:
Lyle Barkley
Adam Brundage
Lola Bullington
Rev. Bob Burnett
Bambi Cero
Terry Gall
Brenda McGee
Brent Reynolds
Mike Reynolds
Deanna Schutz

In the love of God,
may you find strength and peace.
In the prayers of friends,
may you find comfort and love.

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Splinters from the Board

•

Approved date changes for Soup & Slides to
February 16 and March 8
Approved pastoral time away
Approved plan for counting offering by two elders
Approved to request to pay per capita quarterly
Confirmed email approvals:
o Switch of Soup & Slides date from January
26th to 19th
o Church Usage: Erika Shetterly on January
19 for family dinner
Elected Ann Polito as 2020 Elder Commissioner to
presbytery meetings
Received report of Interim Pastor
Reported 2020 meeting dates for Presbytery of Des
Moines
Reported AED supplies will be ordered
Reported average attendance for December was 51
Reported Communion served to 79 of 87 present on
December 24
Reported discussion of carpet cleaning to be done
after winter/early spring
Reported discussion of computer/projector issues
Reported discussion of snow removal efforts
Reported HVAC system bids are pending
Reported leads for video screen project
Reported Local Missions disbursements to two
families
Reported the installation of Donna Hall as elder
Reported voting membership of 92 and associate
membership of 218
Set Session meeting time for 3rd month of each
month at 6:30 p.m.

December, 2019

Splinters from the Board – January 20, 2020
A summary of the meeting follows:
• Approved 2019 Annual Statistical Report to be
approved electronically
• Approved 2020 Communion dates
• Approved 2020 PCUSA special offerings: One
Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost Offering, Peace &
Global Witness Offering, Christmas Joy Offering
• Approved 2020 volunteers & helpers
• Approved additional 2020 offerings: Diaper Drive,
Fundraiser for Karin Doss, Gracie’s Bake Sale,
Rural Harvest Offering, Fundraiser for Walkers
• Approved church usage requests:
o Rebecca Campbell on November 28 for
Family Thanksgiving
o Warren County Auditor on June 2 &
November 3 for elections

Income
Expenses

$
$

14,071.40
15,560.33

Account Balances
60 Month CD
Bracy H Hammond Youth Fund
General Fund
JAM Session
Memorial Fund*
Savings-General
Savings-Emergency Fund
Scholarship Fund*
Youth Fund*

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

2,743.49
2,329.71
495.06
862.62
3,006.83
18,652.70
2,510.44
7,972.27
457.59

*Included in Savings-General
The next meeting was scheduled for Monday, February 17,
2020, at 6:30 p.m.

February 2020

Elder of the Month: Jim Richards

February 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

++ Education/Mission ** Property/Finance

Sat

1

Meeting at 10:30 am in Meeting at 10:30 am in
Fellowship
Fellowship
Hall
Hall

++ 3

2
Noisy Collection

4

5

** 10

16
Chat N Chew
after Church

13

1:30 pm Dorcas Circle

6:30 pm WAC Meeting

18

6:30 pm Session Mtg
(Conference Room)

1:00 pm Study Group

24

25
1:00 pm Study Group
2:00 pm Prayer Group
4:00 pm Whiz Kidz
6:30 pm Reserved:
Census Workshop

8

1:30pm Senior Citizens

Presbytery of Des Moines
Meeting
@ Covenant Pres in WDM

14

15 NEWSLETTER

21

22

DEADLINE

6:00 – 8:00 pm

19

20

1:30pm Senior Citizens

2:00 pm Prayer Group
4:00 pm Whiz Kidz

4 pm Slides
5 pm Soup
Food Pantry Sunday

12

1:00 pm Study Group

17

Soup & Slides

23

11

2:00 pm Prayer Group
4:00 pm Whiz Kidz

10:00 am Congregational
Meeting

7

6:00 – 8:00 pm

2:00 pm Prayer Group
4:00 pm Whiz Kidz

9

6

1:00 pm Study Group

6:00 – 8:00 pm

26

27

28

29

5:30 pm Salad Supper
7:00 pm Service

Sunday Worship Schedule: Worship at 9:00a ~~ Children’s Church at 9:20a (Pre-K – 5th grade) ~~ Fellowship at 10:00a

COMMUNITY UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 903
Hartford, IA 50118

JANUARY

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

FEBRUARY

16 Darlene Field

1 David DuShane II

17 Rick & Kim Marble, Anniversary

2 MaKenzie Armstrong; Sue Buchanan
3 Christopher Foulke; Eileen Hansen; Nick Pedicini

18 Johnny Menke; Margaret Smith
20 Brady McFarland

4 Ashlyn Gutierrez

21 Cindy Milici

6 Justin Call

22 Channing Johnson

8 Anita VanSickle
9 Sue Conrey; Callie Eckert; Josh Marsh
10 Abbey Browning; Larry Cumings; Dennis Duncan
Colt Rawson
11 MiKayla Meyers
Jan & Kathy McCaughey, Anniversary
12 Rylynn Estes; Parker Keister-Allen; RyAnn Peacock
13 Lark Drake
15 Jacelynn Marsh; Wes Witherspoon

23 Jeff Campbell
24 Theresa Link; Alex Marco; Cheyanne Rawson
25 Christian Duncan; Larry Meyers; Keith Stewart
26 Loreesa Curry; Dylaney Dainty; Cinda Polito
28 Sandra Hammond

Please contact Ann Polito at 681-9519 with
birthdays or anniversaries to add or correct.
Thank you.

