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A Conversation with God
Me: Okay, God, here's the thing. I'm scared. I'm trying not to be, but I am.
God: I know. Want to talk about it?
Me: Do we need to? I mean, you already know.
God: Let's talk about it anyway... We've done this before.
Me: I know, I just feel like I should be bigger or stronger or something by now.
God: *waiting patiently, unhurried, undistracted, never annoyed.
Me: Okay. So, I'm afraid I'll do everything I can to protect my family and it won't be enough.
I'm afraid of someone I love dying. I'm afraid the world won't go back to what it was before.
I'm afraid my life is always going to feel a little bit unsettled.
God: Anything else?
Me: EVERYTHING ELSE.
God: Remember how your child woke up the other night and came running down the hall to
your bedroom?
Me: Yes.
God: You were still awake, so when you heard him running, you started calling out to him
before he even got to you... remember? Do you remember what you called out to him?
Me: I said, "You're okay! You're okay! You're okay!"
God: Why did you call to him? Why didn't you just wait for him to get to your room?
Me: Because I wanted him to know that I was awake, and I heard him, and he didn't have to be
afraid until he reached the end of the dark hallway.
God: Exactly. I hear you, child. I hear your thoughts racing like feet down the dark hallway.
There's another side to all of this. I'm there already. I've seen the end of it. And I want you to
know right here as you walk through it all, you're okay. I haven't gone to sleep, and I won't.
Me: *crying. Can we sit together awhile? Can we just sit here a minute before I go back to
facing it all?
God: There's nothing I'd love more.
He is always with us. Even when we haven’t called out to him yet.

The Community United Presbyterian Church
is dedicated to serving God
through Jesus Christ
and our community through
worship, fellowship, education and outreach.

Greetings to ALL!
Things may look a little different in
this month’s newsletter with
worship and events cancelled until
April 30, 2020, due to our response
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Attendance

March 1

64

March 8

42

March 15

40

March 22

Online

March 29

Online

There is no better time to be
reminded that there are some very
good things happening during the
time we are being safe by
practicing “social distancing”.
Remember that this is the time we
are called to take care of our
neighbors and each other. And if
you need any type of assistance,
our pastor and elders are only a
phone call away!
Take a look and you will see…and
hopefully you will smile and be able
to look back and say,
“when the worst happens, it brings
out the best in all of us!”

Holy Week Schedule

April 5

Palm Sunday-9:00 a.m.

April 9

Maundy Thursday-7:00 p.m.

April 10

Good Friday-7:00 p.m.

April 12

Easter-9:00 a.m.

April 1, 2020 is a very special day!
Our “interim pastor”, Rev. Kristin Pike, transitions to a
new role at CUPC.
She officially becomes our “PASTOR” after serving
over 2 ½ years in the previous capacity. It is true that
no one knew God’s plan or timing but we have always
trusted Him and His promises. And now we rejoice as
we continue in ministry together!
WELCOME, Pastor Kristin! We hope you and your
family are as excited as we are!
“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”
Romans 8:28

Services will be shown online—see links below.
DVDs available by request.

CUPC Online Worship
& Study available on:
•

Reverend Kristin Pike
Ordained April 3, 2011
+++++++++++
Blessings upon you and your ministry to
the people of God!

CUPC Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CommunityUnited-Presbyterian-Church1403510609872692/?eid=ARBWDZYpJldg6mIV7IYXnvtZQ2UxE7FWJOvZMlT8hU8
zZoF-BG9hxjPiBLX_JVBZJbl37r27oEcjZVl

You may choose to “like” the page and “follow”
it to keep closely connected.
•

Pastor Kristin YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClL5untuP
beA6ZsxAszq1lQ/featured
When you get to the page you can subscribe to
the channel and then you will be notified when
content is added.

24-hour Prayer Vigil
Thursday & Friday, April 9 - 10, 2020
CUPC will hold their traditional 24-hour Prayer
Vigil beginning at 8:00 p.m. on Maundy Thursday
and concluding at 8:00 p.m. on Good Friday.
Anyone who would like to participate in this time
of prayer is encouraged to contact the church
office (989-3426) to sign up for a specific time in
order to assure that the prayer time is continuous.
All praying will be done at home this year. Prayer
helps will be available upon request.

For over 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has
provided Presbyterians a way to share God’s love with
our neighbors in need around the world.
The three programs supported by One Great Hour of
Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the
Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development
of People - all work in different ways to serve
individuals and communities in need. From initial
disaster
response
to
ongoing
community
development, their work fits together to provide people
with safety, sustenance, and hope.
CUPC will receive gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing
during the month of April. Please give generously.

CUPC Faith Scholarship

Extended Application Deadline: April 15, 2020

Applications may be submitted to any member of
the committee: Lindsey Clark, Scott Johnson, Ann
Polito, Cinda Polito, or Michael VanHamme.

Philip's family had known that he would not live a long
life; just too many things were wrong with his tiny
body. That summer, overcome with infection, Philip
died.
On the day of his funeral service, nine 8-year-old boys
and girls confronted the reality of death, and marched
up to the front of the church building - but not with
flowers.

"He was 9 - in a Sunday-school class of 8-year-olds.
Eight-year-olds can be cruel.

Nine children, with their Sunday-school teacher,
placed on the coffin of their friend their gift of love - an
empty egg."

These children did not welcome Philip into their
group. Not just because he was older. He was
'different'. He suffered from Downs Syndrome and its
obvious manifestations: facial characteristics; slow
responses; symptoms of retardation.
One Sunday, after Easter, the Sunday-school teacher
led the children in an activity using plastic eggs - the
kind that pull apart in the middle. The Sunday-school
teacher gave one of these eggs to each child.
On that beautiful Spring day, each child was to go
outdoors and discover, for themselves, some symbol of
'new life', and place that symbolic seed, or leaf, or
whatever, inside their egg.
The youngsters gathered round on the appointed day,
and placed their eggs on the table, and the teacher
began to open them. One child had found a flower.
All of the children 'oohed' and 'aahed' at the lovely
symbol of new life. In another was a butterfly.
'Beautiful', the girls said - and it's not easy for an 8year-old to say 'Beautiful'!
Another egg was opened to reveal a stone. Some of the
children laughed. 'That's crazy!', one said. 'How's a
stone supposed to be like a new life?' Immediately, a
little boy spoke up. 'That's mine. I knew that
everybody would get flowers, and leaves, and
butterflies, and all that stuff, so I got a stone to be
different!' Everybody laughed.
The teacher opened the last egg, and there was nothing
inside. 'That's not fair', someone said. 'That's stupid',
said another. The teacher felt a tug on his shirt. It was
Philip. Looking up, he said, 'It's mine. I did do it. It's
empty. I have new life because the tomb is empty.'
The class fell silent.
From that day on, Philip became part of the group.
They welcomed him. Whatever had made him
'different' was never mentioned again.

May Newsletter Deadline:
April 15, 2020
Please forward items by email attachment to:
hartfordupc@gmail.com.
Your help in observing these deadlines will be greatly
appreciated!!

Lenten
Devotions
Online
The book study of
“Lent in Plain Sight” by
Jill Duffield continues
through Lent with
devotions created by
Pastor Kristin and
posted on Facebook.
Be sure to check out
the messages for each
day! They are available whenever is convenient for
you to watch. Feel welcome to share with family and
friends who may be interested.

Baby Blessings!
Before you were born
we dreamed of you, we imagined you,
we prayed for you.
Now that you are here, we hope for you,
we love you, we thank God for you.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We are sharing in your joy and wishing you a
lifetime of God’s blessings
of love and happiness.

Congratulations to
Ashley (Burrell)
and
Austin Green
who were married
on
March 6, 2020!
May God bless you with a lifetime
of love and happiness!

Kendrick Wyatt
Duncan
March 24, 2020
2 pounds 10.7 ounces
15 inches long
Congratulations to Kamela & Christian,
Grandparents Leah & Mick Sheehey, Dennis
& Kim Duncan, Great grandparents Lynda
& Jim Richards, and Great Great
Grandmother, Martha Richards
plus, Aunts Olivia & Julia!

“Community United Presbyterian Church”
“Community United Presbyterian Youth Group”
“Freedom for Youth-Carlisle & Hartford, IA”

Hello Church Family!
I did a little research on the “prayer shawl
ministry”. It was founded over 20 years ago in
Hartford, Connecticut. Professor Miriam Therese
Winter of the Women’s Leadership Institute
launched the program.
It was started out with prayer shawls going to those
who were ill, approaching a surgery, or mourning a
death. It later came to include celebrations like
childbirth, passing a big test or state boards,
becoming cancer-free, etc. The list goes on…
So, if you see a need, please give a prayer shawl or
see me and I will help you.
I really feel this is one of the best ministries our
church can do for ourselves and for others!
Blessings to you all!
Ellie
515-710-7006

CUPC has TWO

Email Addresses
Please make note that CUPC has
two email addresses:

hartfordupc@gmail.com

This address is used for church announcements, newsletter,
and general information.

cupcprayers@gmail.com

This address is used for prayer requests.
If you would like to be added to either or BOTH of these email
groups, please send an email making that request.

Per Capita for 2020
$45.00 per member

REQUEST
If anyone should notice church property that is in
need of repair or replacement, please contact a
member of the CUPC Property and Finance
Committee with this important information. Your
assistance is greatly appreciated!
Jim Richards, Chairperson
Barb Mentzer, Vice-chairperson

CUPC GIVING
TREE PROJECT
Thank you to those who
have
provided
items
through the “giving tree”
project!
So far, the items received
are: hand sanitizer, tissues,
stamps
for
the
card
ministry, and gift cards to McDonalds. Your
generosity is greatly appreciated!
All committees, organizations, groups of the
church may still submit needs of the group to the
church office to be added to the list.
Items requested can be anything! See a need and
share it!

Let’s see how we can help by giving!

The GOOD stuff that goes on
when bad stuff happens!

Hayden has discovered a new love of
pancakes!

Rylee is experimenting with “acrylic pours”
and creating masterpieces!

Donna, Ashlyn & Taryn are celebrating theme
days…this one is for their favorite stuffed
animals! (Donna’s is a skunk!!!)

Lindsey fosters more cute puppies!

Craig & his wife, Heather, and their
furry family celebrate a year after his kidney
transplant that everything is going very well!

Lights glow from many homes remembering
our dear friend and brother, Dave!

Grayson stops to help Sophia ring the church
bell…reminding everyone that it’s time to
pray!

Michele’s Missouri grandchildren, Simon,
Addie & Ruby, put on plays for their parents,
CarrieAnn & Brian, and older brothers, Isaac &
Luke! (Ruby is the playwright and director!)

Food Pantry News
April 26, 2020
Suggested Items for April:

Noisy Collection
Sunday, April 5, 2020
March Collection:
$ 160.81
2019 Seed Funds:
$ 242.65
2020 Collections:
$ 755.03
Goal: $1800.00
Let’s have some fun, make some noise, and
support the mission of the church!
The Noisy Collection is received on the 1st Sunday of
each month—to benefit our General Mission Pledge.

Breakfast Cereal
Cake Mix
Cotton Balls
Cotton Swabs
Thank you for contributing 60 items
in February and 137 items in March plus
diapers and wipes from the Diaper Duty Drive!
Please contact the church office if you have
items to drop off!
The CCA Food Pantry is located at
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1100 Market Street
Carlisle, Iowa
The pantry is open to serve families in the Carlisle
School District on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month
from 4 – 5:30 p.m.

A note of thanks…..
Outreach numbers for February
•
59 cards sent
•
33 contacts made (calls, emails, texts)
•
3 foods shared (meals, treats, etc.)
• 16 visits made
•
7 popcorn to worship visitors

Please contact Eileen Hansen (515-4021460) to share any outreach efforts so they
may be included in the monthly report!
Thanks to everyone for your part in
taking care of one another.

…from Ruth Harbor!

Saluting those who are
Serving with Pride

Marty Baumhover
Bradley Burrell
Hunter Carter
Brian Casson
Travis Cernetisch
Sam Clark
Justin Cochran
Christian Coleman
Elijah Conrey
Chuck Covell
Matt Dodd
Bobby DuBois
Seth Durham
Jesse Frederick
Chad Follis
José Carlos Garcia, Sr.
Mark Eddy
Jonathan Hicks
Nick Johnson
Kyle Joiner
Justin Jones
Tanner Jors
Kamela Kirkland
Kerry Kuhn
Neil Langgaard
Adam Lawrence
Rich Lawrence, Jr.
Michael Love
John Malone
Brandon McCaughey
Jeromy McGee
Mike McGough
Scarlett Merrifield
Trenton Merrifield
Turner Merrifield
Justin Mills
Eric Morrow
Jared Newman
Claytin Piatt
Jeff Reed
Raymond Reed
Mark Roach
Allyson Scott
Joel Sheats
Tyler Simmons
Carter Slater
Adam Snook
Jacob Sperr
James Sperr
Tommy Thompson
Nick Vanderpool
Cody Vogts
Emma Wachal
Trey Wickland
Rush Wyckoff

Please lift these military men and women and their families
in your thoughts and prayers.

Let there be Peace on Earth
and let it begin with me.

Please remember those currently
deployed or stationed overseas:

Sam Clark
Jacob Sperr
Please also remember to pray for their
families for the sacrifice they make while their
loved one is serving our country.

Thank You and Welcome Home,
Staff Sergeant Matt Dodd

Staff Sergeant Matt Dodd has returned from
his deployment to Afghanistan!
He has been reunited with his wife, Chelsea,
(formerly Sogard) and will resume serving as a
firefighter in Columbia, Missouri as well as
continuing his service in the Missouri National
Guard.

Thank you for your service, Matt!

A Prayer of Sympathy and Faith
for the family and friends of:
Tom Bales
Carolyn Campbell
Angela Chavez
Charles Colosimo, Sr.
Merna Crapser
Jim Dean
John Fedro
Kathy Holton
Haila Huffman
Joan Mattingly
Frank Norton
Tom Piispanen
Kenzly Railsback
David Walker, Jr.
Bob Watson
Ray White
Colin Witt
Vicki Wood
Ruth Yanko

Facility Closure:
Following research that indicated
insurance coverage would not cover liability of the church if
CDC recommendations were not followed, Session voted
unanimously to close the church facility immediately until
April 30, 2020, with availability for staff, maintenance
needs, and emergency shelter only.
Financial Matters:Session approved applying for an online
giving option through the Presbyterian Foundation to be
used by those desiring an electronic option for giving.
Others to be encouraged to make gifts by mail or through
their personal banks.
Worship/Meeting Options: Facebook Live, YouTube, and
Zoom (for meetings) designated by Session as platforms to
be used.
Communication Methods: The CUPC Care List to be
used by elders in staying in contact with families. Other
methods to be used are email, Facebook, letter, church
website, personal phone and automatic phone calls (Dial
My Calls)
Following this business the following items were reported:
• New HVAC was installed on 3/12/20.
• Church has credit of $1499.00 at Kingdom.com for
electronic type needs
• Death of voting member, David F. Walker, Jr. on
March 13, 2020.
• Written reports received from Education/Mission,
Worship/Administration, Interim Pastor, Elder

In the love of God,
may you find strength and peace.
In the prayers of friends,
may you find comfort and love.

February, 2020
Income
Expenses

$
$

11,156.45
11,133.33

Splinters from the Board

Account Balances
60 Month CD
Bracy H Hammond Youth Fund
General Fund
JAM Session
Memorial Fund*
Savings-General
Savings-Emergency Fund
Scholarship Fund*
Youth Fund*

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

2,743.49
2,329.71
7,892.15
894.62
2,964.83
20,897.06
2,510.44
8,225.97
457.59

Splinters from the Board – March 16, 2020
The agenda for Session’s meeting was significantly changed
in light of the COVID-19 pandemic situation as it became
apparent that the country, state, and local area needed to
respond quickly to concerns.

*Included in Savings-General
The next meeting was scheduled for Monday, April 20,
2020, at 6:30 p.m. by ZOOM.

April 2020

April 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri

3

Sat

4

6:30p WAC Mtg by ZOOM

One Great Hour of Sharing
6:30p Ed/Mission Mtg by ZOOM

6

5

7

8

9

10

11

Noisy Collection

PALM SUNDAY

PRAYER VIGIL

PRAYER VIGIL

12

EASTER

13

14

15

16

17

18

24

25

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

CUPC Faith Scholarship
Application Deadline

19

20

21

22

23

26

27

28

29

30
Worship Services will be posted on
the CUPC Facebook page and
YouTube through the end of April.
See information in the newsletter!

COMMUNITY UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 903
Hartford, IA 50118

CUPC Online Worship
& Study available on:
•

CUPC Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CommunityUnited-Presbyterian-Church1403510609872692/?eid=ARBWDZYpJldg6mIV7IYXnvtZQ2UxE7FWJOvZMlT8h
U8zZoFBG9hxjPiBLX_JVBZJbl37r27oEcjZVl

You may choose to “like” the page and
“follow” it to keep closely connected.
•

Easter, April 12, 2020
JANUARY

Pastor Kristin YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClL5un
tuPbeA6ZsxAszq1lQ/featured
When you get to the page you can subscribe
to the channel and then you will be notified
when content is added.

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

APRIL

16 Erica Call

1 Drew Baker

18 Danika Mentzer; Lynda Richards

2 George Coon

19 Blake Durrell

3 Olivia Duncan; Josephine Marilyn Hayes
Eric & Rev. Kristin Pike, Anniversary

20 Mike Arpy; Caleb Johnson
21 Danel Drake; Seth Hammond; Taylor Hammond

4 Joanne Richardson

Amanda Hollingsworth; Janet Shetterly

5 Robert Pike

Wade & Fern Steward, Anniversary

8 Braela Jo Burrell, Sue Sherman

22 Maddalee Dean

11 Frederic Etcheverry; Brooklyn Nesler
Jim & Lynda Richards, Anniversary

24 Sophia Eckert

12 Stephanie Edwards; David Rawson; Addyson Sears

26 Ashley Jensen; Derek Johnson; Heather Peacock

13 Brenda Brown; Samantha Reeser

27 Ben Saluri; Colton Triplett

14 Nicole Coon; Ryan Peacock

28 Dillon Atkin; Robyn Witte

Rev. Tom & Sue Conrey, Anniversary
15 Elijah Conrey
Danel & Sara Drake, Anniversary
Bob & Joyce Moulton, Anniversary

25 Rypken Bailey; Shirley Stanton

Randy & Bonnie Nesler, Anniversary
29 Jesse McCaughey
30 Emery Lopez; Steve Maxwell, Sr.; Darica Yates

Please contact Ann Polito at 681-9519 with
birthdays or anniversaries to add or correct.
Thank you.

