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Last year I wrote a message for the graduates for their baccalaureate program. I read over it the other day and
I realized how timely it is as we begin the month of May. I have expanded it, but the essence is still the same.
It spoke to me not just for the season, but the nature of our lives as we struggle and flounder to do the right
thing and follow the right path.
***
Deuteronomy 31:8 - The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake
you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.
These days are filled with excitement, anticipation, nostalgia, and fear. When I was preparing for college, I was
counting the hours until I could leave home and begin my new life. I couldn’t wait to start my new classes, stay
out all night, meet new friends, and just generally have a good time. When my parents dropped me off at
school, my mother cried incessantly. She cried for weeks after I left. I would call home once a week and my
dad would give me the running tally of how many times my mother had started crying that day. Even when I
saw my folks a month later, she was still on the verge of tears. At the time I just rolled my eyes and tried to
ignore it as best I could. What 18-year-old wants a crying mom with her and her new friends at college.
Now my mother can cry at the drop of a hat, or because the day ended in the letter y. I didn't think she would
survive through Steel Magnolias when she saw it at the movies. I once watched her cry through the last two
minutes of E. T. because the music was sad – she hadn't watched the movie. So, I just chalked up my mother's
crying at my departure as just another example of mom's ability to cry at anything. Years later when my
younger sister left for college, my mother hardly shed a tear. I teased her a bit about her lack of tears and her
newly emptied nest. She looked and me and said, “I know Karin will be back. But you – I knew it was the end
of an era. I knew you would never live at home again.” And she was right. I don't know how she knew, but she
did. I was the child who would never live near home again. The closest I ever lived to her was a 3 hour drive
away. To this day I still live the farthest away of any of the kids - more than 1,000 miles away now.
Somehow on that August day all those years ago, my mother knew. But she also knew that the Lord would be
with me on my travels. Even on my darkest days, I know the Lord is with me just as the Lord is with all of you.
We all have days of discouragement and days of fear, but we know that we are never alone. The Lord is with
us, going before us – walking the path laid out for each and every one of us. Even if your road takes you far
from home, as mine has, home goes with you and the Lord is always at your side. It didn't stop my mother's
tears that day (or weeks for that matter) but in the end she knew, just as we all do, that God leads us to places
we would never find on our own, and we are all the better for having been there.
Pastor Kristin
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bulletin by calling the church at 989-3426.
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June Newsletter Deadline:
May 15, 2019
Please forward items by email attachment to:
hartfordupc@gmail.com.

Sunday, May 12, 2019
9:00 a.m.

Your help in observing these deadlines will be greatly
appreciated!!

Please plan to join the celebration as we recognize
and honor the upcoming
2019 high school graduates.

Baccalaureate to be Celebrated!

to all the selfless women
who inspire, motivate, and remind us
to be a better person every single day!

The Class of 2019 of Carlisle High School will
celebrate Baccalaureate on Wednesday, May
15, 2019, at 7:00 p.m. at the Carlisle High School
Auditorium.
The public is invited to share in this time of
worship and celebration as the youth of our
area begin a new chapter in their lives.

Sunday, May 12, 2019
You are welcome and invited……

DORCAS CIRCLE
will meet on
Wednesday, May 15, 2019 at 1:30 p.m.

Memorial
Day

~~~

Sunday, May 12, 2019

May 27,
2019

Memorial Day Service
Monday, May 27, 2019
Hartford Cemetery
2:00 p.m.

Study Group
Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m.
CUPC Conference Room
led by Bill Schooler, Jr.

(In case of inclement weather,
the service will be held at CUPC.)

ADOPT the
BULLETIN
BOARD

Prayer Group
Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m.
CUPC Reflection Room
We have room for YOU!

Thank you to the following people who have signed up
to decorate the bulletin board in the front entryway of
the church!
May
June
July

Cinda Polito
Kathy Rodman
Rebecca Campbell

THANK YOU to everyone who has helped with this
“creative” ministry of the church! Your bulletin boards
have been a wonderful reflection of your faith and have
touched those of us who have seen them!
If you would like to be a part of this special ministry in
2019, please contact Ann Polito at 681-9519 to sign up
for a month! November is still available!!

When:
Time:
Where:

1st & 3rd Fridays of each month
1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
CUPC Fellowship Hall

Visit with friends…
Bring a snack to share…
Enjoy a game of cribbage…
If you are 55 years or over,
you are invited to join the fun!
If you have any questions,
call Bill or Caroline McNamar 989-0149.

Congratulations to the
Class of 2019!
“For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you
and not harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11

Jaiden Blackwell
Granddaughter of Susan Johnson

Seth Curry
Son of Clint & Loreesa Curry

Gabrielle Edenburn
Daughter of Josh & Laura Edenburn

Isaiah Henrichs
Son of Mike & Jamie Henrichs

Jared Klingensmith
Son of Eric & Barb Klingensmith

Megan Merino
Daughter of Juan & Angela Merino

Brooke Moulton
Daughter of Robb & Jay Moulton

Andrew Nelson
Son of Becky Enos

Tiffany Noble
Daughter of Tammy Hammond

The Church Family
of
Community United Presbyterian Church
wishes each of you a lifetime of success as you seek
your life’s dreams and goals.

Carlisle High School
Commencement
Sunday, May 19, 2019
2:00 p.m.
Dr. Doane Hakes
Memorial Athletic Complex
Carlisle, Iowa

Saluting those who are
Serving with Pride

Marty Baumhover
Bradley Burrell
Hunter Carter
Brian Casson
Travis Cernetisch
Sam Clark
Justin Cochran
Christian Coleman
Elijah Conrey
Chuck Covell
Bobby DuBois
Christian Duncan
Seth Durham
Jesse Frederick
Chad Follis
José Carlos Garcia, Sr.
Mark Eddy
Jonathan Hicks
Darcy “Doc” Hommer
Nick Johnson
Justin Jones
Tanner Jors
Kerry Kuhn
Neil Langgaard
Adam Lawrence
Rich Lawrence, Jr.
Michael Love
John Malone
Brandon McCaughey
Jeromy McGee
Mike McGough
Scarlett Merrifield
Trenton Merrifield
Turner Merrifield
Justin Mills
Eric Morrow
Jared Newman
Claytin Piatt
Jeff Reed
Raymond Reed
Mark Roach
Allyson Scott
Joel Sheats
Tyler Simmons
Adam Snook
Jacob Sperr
James Sperr
Tommy Thompson
Nick Vanderpool
Emma Wachal
Trey Wickland
Rush Wyckoff

Please lift these military men and women and their families
in your thoughts and prayers.

Let there be Peace on Earth
And let it begin with me.

Please remember those currently
deployed or stationed overseas:

Sam Clark
Please also remember to pray for their
families for the sacrifice they make while
their loved one is serving our country.

Dip The Colors
by Lenore Hetrick

We dip the colors in honor today
Of the soldiers who said goodbye,
And marched away to defend their land
Beneath a foreign sky.
We dip the colors to those who struggled
Under a native sun,
And did not cease to strife of warfare
Until the battle was won.
To all the soldiers who sleep today,
Who rest beneath the sod,
We dip the colors and say a prayer,
And leave them to their God.

Baby Blessings!
Before you were born
we dreamed of you, we imagined you,
we prayed for you.
Now that you are here, we hope for you, we love
you, we thank God for you.
We are sharing in your joy and wishing you a
lifetime of God’s blessings of love and
happiness.

Josephine “Josie” Marilyn
Hayes
April 3, 2019
9 pounds 10 ounces
20 1/4 inches long
Congratulations to Emily & Matthew
Grandparents, Joe & Sharon Broich
Great-grandparents, Chuck and the late
Marilyn Josephine Casson
and Aunts Hayley & Natalie!

We are sharing in your joy and wishing you a
lifetime of God’s blessings of love and
happiness!

Dylaney Harlow Dainty
February 26, 2019
7 pounds 8 ounces
20 inches long
Congratulations to Sydney & Dylan
Big Sisters, Rylynn & Kynnedy
Grandparents, Michelle Goode & Lonnie
Goode, Angie Rawson & Scott Dainty
Great-grandparents, Keith & the late
Wilma Stewart, Claren & Ruth Rawson!

Nursery care is available upon request for children 0-4
years of age. (Older children are encouraged to attend
Children’s Church during worship and enjoy the Kid’s Korner
during fellowship.)
At least two volunteers who have gone through the
SafeChurch Training will be present to provide care during
worship each Sunday.
(Approximately 8:50 a.m. until
immediately following worship.)
Parents may feel welcome to use the nursery with their
own children as needed, too.
Please provide for your child’s needs while they are being
cared for in the nursery. A bag with diapers, wipes, and a
change of clothes will be greatly appreciated. Please also
bring whatever snacks and drinks you will allow your children
to have!
If you have any questions or wish to register your
children for nursery care, please contact Bonnie Nesler at
971-6151.

CUPC
YOUTH
NEWS

Children’s Church

CUPC Youth programs are in full swing!
Check out the options that are available
and join in the fun!

•

Don’t miss out on this time of fun and
fellowship! BRING A FRIEND!

•

Attention:
Middle and High
Schoolers!

•

Children’s Church is for children 3 years
old through 5th grade.
Volunteers are needed to help teach on
Sunday mornings.
For more information, please contact:
Barb Mentzer (515-971-9775)
Gloria Eckert (515-205-2619)

New Email:
CUPCyouth@gmail.com

Presbyterian Youth Triennium is a gathering for
high school age youth from the Presbyterian Church
(USA) and the Cumberland Presbyterian Church
that occurs every three years. The 2019 event is
July 16 – 20, 2019 at Purdue University.

Last date for Youth Group
is May 22—See you in the fall!

Any youth interested in participating should
contact the CUPC Christian Ed Committee.

Freedom for Youth
is excited to announce that
we have hired a new
Program Coordinator who
will begin planning and
coordinating programs in
Hartford and Carlisle this
May!

Brenton

Hanisch is
moving to Des Moines from
Sioux Falls, South Dakota to
help plant a church. He is a
junior at the University of South
Dakota
studying
Business
Administration and will finish
his schooling online from Iowa
by the spring of 2020. He has
served in various youth groups, children’s programs, and
peer mentorship roles in the past. Brenton is excited to serve
the students and towns of Hartford/Carlisle and to continue
the work the God has already been doing in both these
communities!

Bob Short will continue to be at program in both locations
as a volunteer, and looks forward to having more time to
interact with the youth at program. He has been taking on
more responsibilities with the ministry of Freedom for
Youth in Des Moines and Statewide, and this change will
allow him to focus his planning and administrative time on
those responsibilities while still being involved in the
Carlisle community and the lives of the local youth.

If you have completed 9th grade or above and would like to join the
VBS volunteer team and help put together the events for this fun
filled week, please contact Heather Peacock.
Please note: All volunteers working with children and youth
for Summer Munch Bunch or Vacation Bible School must
complete volunteer paperwork. Please contact Ann Polito if
you have not already filled out the paperwork and want to help!

Food Pantry Sunday
May 26, 2019
Suggested Items for May:

Noisy Collection
Sunday, May 5, 2019
April Collection:
$ 298.44
2019 Collections:
$ 925.77
Goal: $1800.00
Let’s have some fun, make some noise, and
support the mission of the church!
The Noisy Collection is received on the 1st Sunday of
each month—to benefit our General Mission Pledge.

Dish Soap
Facial Tissue
Fruit Juice (not frozen)
Garbage Bags
Thank you for contributing 132 items plus
$25.00 in March!
The goal set for 2019 is 1000 items!
The CCA Food Pantry is located at
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1100 Market Street
Carlisle, Iowa
The pantry is open to serve families in the Carlisle
School District on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month
from 4 – 5:30 p.m.

Showing We
Outreach numbers for March:
• 82 cards sent
• 79 contacts made (calls, emails, texts)
•
7 foods shared (meals, treats, etc.)
• 26 visits made

Please contact Eileen Hansen (515-4021460) to share any outreach efforts so they
may be included in the monthly report!
Thank you!!
Thanks to everyone for your part in
taking care of one another.

The CUPC Mission Committee is pleased to share
that 19 college students were provided with a care
package in late April/early May!
We have learned that those soldiers we would
send care packages to are no longer deployed or
stationed overseas this year so there will be no
military care packages being sent!
If you would like to help support this “CARE”
project, please provide a financial gift in with your
regular giving…noting “CARE” on your check or
with your cash gift.
Thank you to all who have helped with this
special project!

A Prayer of Sympathy and Faith
for the family and friends of:
Jesse Adams
John Calhoun
Julie Cloud
Marilyn Finney
Bill Griffin
John Griffin
Annette Grow
Steve Nelson
Stephanie Pecora
Jeremy Richman
Andrea Rose
Bill Stowe
Bambie Walker

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Thank You
Thank you to everyone who contributed to One Great
Hour of Sharing through Gracie’s Bake Sale, the Gracie
Fish Banks, and/or the OGHS envelopes. Your gifts
will make a difference. The amount received was
$726.83 + $150.00 to help the children finance items
they selected to provide through the PCUSA Giving
Catalog!
Thank you for your generosity!
Have you tried
Justo Coffee?

Don

Don Justo Coffee with
Dignity is the coffee
project that was started
in 2002 for the sole
purpose of generating
funds for the Our Sister
Parish mission of the
Presbytery
of
Des
Moines
in
Berlín,
Usulután, El Salvador.

In the love of God,
may you find strength and peace.
In the prayers of friends,
may you find comfort and love.

When you purchase
this coffee YOU are part
of that ministry!

CUPC has TWO

Email Addresses

If you would like to place an order, please contact
Ann Polito in the church office!

Please make note that CUPC has two
email addresses:

hartfordupc@gmail.com
This address is used for church announcements, newsletter,
and general information.

cupcprayers@gmail.com
This address is used for prayer requests.
If you would like to be added to either or BOTH of these email
groups, please send an email making that request.

Ramona Wink has completed her education at
Drake University, earning her Masters Degree in
Clinical Mental Health Counseling.
She will begin accepting new clients at 515
Therapy and Consulting in West Des Moines in
May, 2019.
For more information, you may check out
Ramona’s role at the firm at the following link :
https://www.515therapy.com/ramonawink

Spring is here
and the grass is growing…
This mowing season the church has contracted to
have the church yard treated regularly and mowed
on a weekly basis.
If you are interested in specifically helping
support this expense, you may make a financial gift
to help by making note with your monetary gift.
Your support will be GREATLY appreciated!
CUPC Property & Finance Committee

If you would like to be in touch with Ramona, you
may
reach
her
by
email
at
Ramona@515therapy.com.
To learn more about 515 Therapy and Consulting,
please
check
out
their
website:
www.515therapy.com
Congratulations, Ramona, on achieving this goal
and following God’s call on your life!

CUPC GIVING
TREE PROJECT

Thank you to those who
have
provided
items
through the “giving tree”
project!
So far, the items received
are: hand sanitizer, tissues,
forever
and
postcard
stamps for the card ministry, and gift cards to
McDonalds.
Your
generosity
is
greatly
appreciated!
All committees, organizations, groups of the
church may still submit needs of the group to the
church office to be added to the list.
Items requested can be anything! See a need and
share it!

Let’s see how we can help by giving!

Church Clean-Up Day
THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who assisted in the
church clean-up day!
The next Church Clean-Up Day is scheduled
for Saturday, September 14, 2019!
Hope to see you then!

REQUEST
If anyone should notice church property
that is in need of repair or replacement,
please contact a member of the CUPC
Property and Finance Committee with this
important information. Your assistance is
greatly appreciated!
Randy Nesler, Chairperson
Jim Richards, Vice-chairperson

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Splinters from the Board

•
•
•
•

Splinters from the Board – April 22, 2019
A summary of the meeting follows:
•
•
•
•

Approved allowing Lathrop/Hammers wedding
to be moved to August 7/8, 2020, using
wedding scheduling fee already paid
Approved church usage request: Jim
Richards—Family Reunion on May 26
Approved funeral fee list
Approved moving Senior Citizens
Thanksgiving Dinner to November 10, 2019,
due to date conflict

•
•
•
•
•
•

Approved scholarship funding for 2019
Approved Summer Munch Bunch dates: June
26, July 3, 10, 17, 24, & 31
Approved vacuum, wheelchair, and storage
shelves donations
Approved VBS from June 17 – June 20
Confirmed email approval: Church Usage:
o Overton Funeral Home—Luncheon for
Sandy Snelson funeral on March 27
o Rebecca Campbell—Family Dinner on
April 14
o Heather Peacock—Bridal Shower on
April 27
Planned light lunch for April 28 congregational
gathering
Provided updates on Lent/Holy Week planning
Received report of Interim Pastor from March
18 through April 22—including April 23 – 25
at Synod Training and sharing upcoming
nomination as Stated Clerk for North Central
Iowa Presbytery for 1 year term
Reported 1 response received for Back Up
Custodian position
Reported 3 bids to be obtained regarding leaky
roof between original church buiding and
education wing
Reported addition of “nursery” to church usage
check off list
Reported addition of Scott Johnson to
Scholarship Committee
Reported administrative assistant preparing
congregational response sheet for those unable
to see the sanctuary screen well
Reported approximately 22 college care
packages and 1 military care package to be sent
Reported average attendance for March was 52
Reported CCA Food Pantry items received in
March was 132
Reported Communion served to 39 of 41
present on March 10
Reported death of previous member, Bill
Griffin on 4/12/19
Reported discussion of classrooms in education
wing needing cleaned up by users
Reported discussion of east entrance ramp
railing rusting
Reported discussion of proxy notices from
investments—information being filed
Reported discussion of tuckpointing and
discoloration of bottom row of bricks
Reported electrical issue in restrooms in west
fellowship hall

•

Reported Gracie’s Bake Sale raised $390.00
with $150.00 going toward PCUSA Giving
Catalog purchases and $240.00 to OGHS.
• Reported gutters on the northeast corner of the
church need repaired
• Reported issue with bird being above ceiling in
educational wing
• Reported items received through CUPC Giving
Tree project
• Reported Lindsey Clark promoting Noisy
Collection
• Reported March Soup and Slides raised
$110.00 for Video Wall Project
• Reported new “welcome” message placed on
church website
• Reported Noisy Collection for April was
$298.44
• Reported Norton Antivirus updated on church
administrative computer
• Reported outdoor lighting project should be
installed by early May
• Reported Outreach for March: 82 cards, 79
contacts, 7 food, 26 visits
• Reported Pentecost Offering to be dedicated on
June 9
• Reported promotion of Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance for flood relief to be done June 16
and 23
• Reported voting membership of 90 and
associate membership of 219
March, 2019
Income
$
8,116.07
Expenses
$ 13,607.82

Account Balances
60 Month CD
Bracy H Hammond Youth Fund
General Fund
JAM Session
Memorial Fund*
Savings-General
Scholarship Fund*
Youth Fund*

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

2,692.86
2,329.71
1,190.84
1,067.44
5,801.74
22,897.36
7,731.95
633.28

*Included in Savings-General
The next meeting was scheduled for Monday, May 20,
2019, at 6:30 p.m.

Back Up
Custodian

Community United Presbyterian Church in
Hartford, Iowa is seeking a part-time, back-up
custodian.
The primary function of this position is to
substitute with weekend and/or mid-week
cleanings when the regular custodian is
unavailable.
For a detailed job description or to express
interest in this position, please contact CUPC at
hartfordupc@gmail.com or call 515-989-3426.

May 2019

Elder of the Month: Gloria Eckert

May 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

Fri

3

Sat

4

1:30pm Senior Citizens
6:00 pm Youth Group

6

5

2

8

9

1:00 pm Study Group

Noisy Collection

10

12

6:30 pm WAC Meeting
6:00 pm Youth Group

2:00 pm Prayer Group
3:30 pm Whiz Kidz

12 *

13
Graduation
Sunday
Communion

19

14

15 NEWSLETTER

1:00 pm Study Group
2:00 pm Prayer Group

1:30 pm Dorcas Circle

3:30 pm Whiz Kidz

20

21

6:30 pm Session Mtg

1:00 pm Study Group

Presbytery
of Des Moines
2:00 pm Prayer Group
meets in Corning>>>> 3:30 pm Whiz Kidz
27
28

26
Food Pantry Sunday
Reserved: Jim
Richards
11:30 am – 5:00 pm

DEADLINE

16

17

18

1:30pm Senior Citizens

6:00 pm Youth Group

22

23

24

25

30

31

* Committee Meetings

6:00 pm Youth Group

29

1:00 pm Study Group

10:30 a.m.

2:00 pm Prayer Group

Mission/Outreach
Comm Mtg (Fellowship
Hall)
Property/Finance Comm
Mtg (Fellowship Hall)

Sunday Worship Schedule: Worship at 9:00a ~~ Children’s Church at 9:20a (Pre-K – 5th grade) ~~ Fellowship at 10:00am

COMMUNITY UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 903
Hartford, IA 50118

Memorial Day—May 27, 2019
JANUARY

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
20 Brock Goldsberry; Allyson Scott

MAY
1 Laynie Abel
Gerald & Sandy Hammond, Anniversary
3 Carson Peacock
4 Isaiah Nesler; Wade Steward
5 Edna Rawson; David Walker III
6 Bryan & Cheryl Rawson, Anniversary
7 Rylee Campbell; Shelby Page; Tom Smith
Verle Spence
Bill & Caroline McNamar, Anniversary
8 David Blackmon; Rodney "Bo" Petry; Grayson Prickett
9 Rachel Warner
10 Connie Goldsberry; Doug Muetzel
11 Albert Allen; Ninzin Conrey
12 David Gutierrez; Cody Mentzer; Kendall Witherspoon
Frederic & Melissa Etcheverry, Anniversary

21 Ryan Sears
22 Kynnedy Dainty
Doug & Summer Muetzel, Anniversary
23 Gary Isley; Eric Pike; Nathan Tegtmeier
24 Aleisha Beckmann; Daniel Edwards
Don & Joanne Richardson, Anniversary
25 Doug Baldridge; Julie Johnston-Abel
Josh & Lindsay Goldsberry, Anniversary
26 Adrian Gooch; Jamie Henrichs
27 Jayde Greenfield; Tyler Prall; Martha Richards
Travis & Stacey Goldsberry, Anniversary
Shane & Kris Hammond, Anniversary
Bill & Denise Peles, Anniversary
28 Stacey Edwards
Mark & Connie Goldsberry, Anniversary

13 Steven "Casey" Eckert; Scott Mentzer
14 Beckett Conrey

29 Jeanne Jensen-Wiley

15 Bob Gooding

30 Paul Pendry

Steve & Jenny Millard, Anniversary

31 Allie Mayer

17 Justin Barton; Courtney Black; Kevin McCuen
18 Allison Fern Steward
Mike & Jamie Henrichs, Anniversary
19 Larry & Madonna Jack, Anniversary

Please contact Ann Polito at 681-9519 with birthdays or
anniversaries to add or correct.
Thank you.

