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Resurrection Faith
Most Christians would agree that belief in the resurrection was the most important tenant of the
Christian faith. For centuries theologians have argued about the nature of this event and sometimes
debated about whether it happened at all. The resurrection is the central theme to the liturgy of most
church traditions whether it is expressed formally or simply understood. For many individuals the
resurrection presents a framework of how to understand their unique faith stories. It is only natural that
when one is talking about the Christian faith that they will begin to talk about the resurrection of Jesus
Christ.
However, a new generation of believers is finding itself less inclined to focus on doctrines and
theological beliefs like the resurrection, especially when they appear to conflict with science and the
physical world. Resurrection may still have a future as the great metaphor of faith, but young people are
increasingly interested in the role faith plays in their everyday lives. Beliefs about Jesus are not as
relevant to them as the teachings of Jesus found in the Gospels. This has been reflected recently in a
movement known as the Red Letter Christian movement. It has become customary among Bible printers
to include the words of Jesus in red print. This, then, is the inspiration for those who believe that
following Jesus involves more than saying yes or no to a specific belief about Jesus. Red Letter Christians
seek to understand Jesus’ words and commands and apply them to the real world. Studies show that the
younger generations are leaving the church in increasing number because they see the beliefs of the
church conflicting with the way they believe Christians should be acting in the world. They wish to have
a faith that echoes the compassion of Jesus which some no longer find present in traditional church
settings.
Personally, I don’t believe that this means we have to give up on our sincere belief in the resurrection.
Instead, it might be helpful for the church to come back to the ideas of Paul Tillich and the purpose of
resurrection in our postmodern world. We see Resurrection around us every day. Tillich would say we
experience the truth of the new being, that is Jesus as the Christ, when we experience Resurrection in
the world. When a young child emerges from poverty, that is resurrection. When a congregation decides
to stay in their neighborhood and commit to their neighbors rather than moving to the suburbs, that is
resurrection. When Christians cross lines of culture, race and language to work and worship together,
that is resurrection. None of this requires us to give up the belief that Jesus Christ emerged from the
empty tomb. However it does require us to take that resurrection faith and put it into action so that we
can testify to its truth in the way we interact with one another. That, I believe, is the true message of our
Easter faith. Christ has died, but Christ IS RISEN and at work in the world through us until the fullness
of Christ returns again and all has been made new. It is in hope that we labor together with the promises
of faith, hope and love testifying to us of the truth of Christ at work in our life and in the world!
Pastor Nathan
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The Community United Presbyterian Church
is dedicated to serving God
through Jesus Christ
and our community through
worship, fellowship, education and outreach.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
205-4397
989-4276

360-9901
783-5007

PROPERTY & FINANCE COMMITTEE
971-2657
661-3975

CLERK of SESSION

Ann Polito - 681-9519

Attendance

January 31
February 7
February 10
February 14
February 21

Ash Wednesday

Mark & Connie Goldsberry
Deb Griffin & Kim Stewart
Don & Donna Hall
Bracy Hammond

6
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20
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Eileen Hansen & Stacy Johnson
Lori Hollingsworth & Madonna Jack
Dora McCaughey & Kathy McCaughey
Barb Mentzer & Lynda Richards

Special Music
6
13
20
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Campbell & Laird Children
Jenn Lamb
Ann Polito
Bell Choir
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MISSION COMMITTEE
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Daylight Saving
Time begins on
Sunday, March 13,
at 2 a.m.

Easter Lilies
for Sale
Watch for the Easter Lily sign-up sheet to
purchase a lily to place in memory or in honor
of a loved one.
Each lily will be $10.00—payment is
requested at the time the order is placed. The
deadline for ordering is Sunday, March 13,
2016!
If you have any questions, please contact
Sandy Hammond (989-0218).

March 13, 2016
CUPC will
Membership

be having a Baptism &
Sunday on March 13!

On March 6, there will be a "Membership Class"
which will be the time when we will gather to learn a
bit about becoming a member of CUPC, answer any
questions, etc. If there are any requests for baptism,
this may be done at this time, too! Representatives
from Session will be there to officially receive and
approve membership/baptism requests!
This
gathering will be held in the Educational Wing at
10:30 a.m. and will take approximately an hour.
If for some reason, these dates don't work for you,
just let us know and we will work something
different out!
If you are interested in becoming a member of CUPC
or wish to request a baptism, please contact Pastor
Nathan or Ann Polito!
We are so pleased to have so many new folks in
our church family and look forward to the future
blessings we will all enjoy together!

April Newsletter Deadline:
March 15, 2016
Your help in observing this deadline will be greatly
appreciated!!

DORCAS CIRCLE
will meet on
Wednesday, March 16, 2016 at 1:30 p.m.

An Irish Blessing
May the road rise to meet you,
May the wind be always at your back,
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
May the rains fall soft upon your fields,
And, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the hollow of His hand.

St. Patrick’s Day
March 17, 2016

CPR-AED Training
Saturday, March 19, 2016
11:00 a.m.
For more information, please contact
Larry Meyers at 661-3975.

Soup & Slides

Friday, March 18, 2016
The topic and presenter for this program
is still being determined….so stay tuned
for more information!
JAM Session youth will provide a soup
supper at 6:00 p.m. with a freewill
offering going toward their Outreach, Inc.
mission project.
Slides begin at
approximately 7:00 p.m.

Holy Week Schedule

March 20

9:00 a.m.

Palm Sunday

Prayer Vigil Service

Worship at CUPC

Thursday, March 24
7:00 p.m.
On Maundy Thursday, CUPC will hold a Prayer Vigil
Service that will begin our traditional prayer vigil. This
will offer us a time to gather in preparation for the
significant events of the week leading to Easter.

March 24
7:00 p.m.

March 25
7:00 p.m.

Maundy Thursday
Prayer Vigil Service

Good Friday
Carlisle Christian Church

Those wishing to be a part of this year’s prayer vigil
are again offered the option of praying at the church
or in their homes. If you would like to pray at the
church, you will need to have a key as the building will
be kept locked for security purposes. Please contact
Pastor Nathan if you will need a key. For those praying
at home, prayer helps will be available on the church
website. You will be able to sign up for the prayer vigil
on Sundays in March or contact Sandy Hammond at
989-0218.

W

South Central Regional
Partnership to meet on March 31!

March 27
7:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Easter
Sunrise Service at
CUPC
(breakfast to follow)
Worship at CUPC
Easter Activity for the
children will be sponsored
by Christian Ed Committee

The South Central Regional Partnership will meet at
6:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 31, 2016, at First
Presbyterian Church in Knoxville, Iowa.
We will have a special speaker…Dr. Laura Avitt,
chiropractor, will be sharing about the Compañeros
Medical Delegation to Berlin, El Salvador.
If you are interested in attending, please contact
Pastor Nathan or Ann Polito so that a meal
reservation may be made for you!

SAVE THE DATE!!

SAVE THE DATE!!
May 7, 2016

PW SMORGASBORD
April 9, 2016
5 to 7 p.m.
Contact Donna Hall (783-5007) for more information!

The Presbyterian Women of our church
are a group to be reckoned with!!
Regardless what you are asked to help with you are
available and ready. Many times we start out with a
small group helping, we do not ask each and every one
of you to step forward for every event, but you are so
appreciated when you are attending a function and you
take it upon yourself to ask if you can relieve a person,
giving those whom have been working a break from
their "post”. This makes the task at hand much more
enjoyable, and not as wearing on all involved.
A
true
example
of
the
Golden
Rule.
Thank you,
Donna Hall, PW President

When:
Time:
Where:

1st & 3rd Fridays of each month
1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
CUPC Fellowship Hall

Visit with friends…
Bring a snack to share…
Enjoy a game of cribbage…
If you are 55 years or over,
you are invited to join the fun!
If you have any questions,
call Bill or Caroline McNamar 989-0149.

The fourth annual “Give it Away 5K” - Lorrie
Shetterly Memorial Event - will be held on
Saturday, May 7, 2016 at 8:30 a.m. at Water
Works Park in Des Moines.
This year’s event will once again include a
chip-timed 5K race and non-competitive 1.5
mile honor walk.
Registration
may
be
completed
online
(http://giveitaway5k.com/registration/)
or
pick up a paper registration form at the
church!
If you have questions or need further
information, please contact Rebecca Campbell
at
515-250-2736
or
by
email
at
giveitaway5k@gmail.com.

ADOPT the BULLETIN BOARD
Thank you to the following people who have signed up
to decorate the bulletin board in the front entryway of
the church!
March
Jordyn & Sophia Eckert
April
Heather Peacock
May
Connie Goldsberry
If you would like to be a part of this special ministry in
2016, please contact Ann Polito at 681-9519 to sign up
for a month or two!

Belated Happy Birthday
to

Allen Bruce
who turned 90 years young
on
Friday, February 26, 2016!!
We wish you a year of good health
and great happiness!

2016 Presbyterian
Youth Triennium

Congratulations to
Annette “Annie” Shoning
and
Matthew Nesler
who were married
on
January 31, 2016!
May God bless you with a lifetime
of love and happiness!

The Presbytery of Des Moines will be sending a
delegation to the 2016 Presbyterian Youth Triennium.
Applications are now being accepted and should be sent
to the Presbytery office. The event registration begins in
January of 2016 and concludes in early May of 2016, so
early registrations are encouraged.
Dates:

Tues., July 19 – Sat., July 23, 2016

Location:
Delegates:

Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN
Entering high school freshmen through
graduated seniors
$505.00 per person (includes housing &
meals at the event and program costs)

Fee:

Triennium Website: www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org
Any CUPC youth interested in attending the 2016
Presbyterian Youth Triennium should contact Scott Johnson
or Michele Clarkson. Funding is available through the Bracy
H. Hammond Youth Fund.

JAM Session Scholarships
JAM Session will meet on Sundays
this winter/spring from 11:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m.

Add a gift to your regular giving noting JAM
Session and the amount you are contributing.
We need your support to provide a great
Christian experience for the youth of our church
community!
THANK YOU!!

This is a great way for youth
(Kindergarten through 12th grade) to
learn, grow their faith, and HAVE
FUN!
Please mark these dates on your
calendar:
 March 20
Pave the Streets
We have room for more youth to become a
part of JAM Session!

REGISTRATION:
$5 per child or $10 per family per session
Scholarships available upon request
To register, please contact Ann Polito.

Join the CUPC Outreach, Inc. Team to raise
funds for a very special mission project!
Outreach, Inc. is a program that offers a unique way
to fight hunger.
They offer volunteers the
opportunity to package simple, nutritious meals in an
assembly line fashion. Each meal costs only 25
cents….just $10.00 provides 40 meals.
JAM Session is in the process of raising $2500.00 so
that we can host our own event during the fall of
2016. There are several ways that you can help!
 Make a contribution through your regular giving
 Attend soup supper on March 18 prior to the
slide program

Outreach, Inc. Funds
Goal

$ 2,500.00

To Reach Goal

$ 1,899.00

JAM Session Sunday Schedule:
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Worship/Children’s Church
Fellowship
JAM Session

For more JAM Session information,
please contact:
Scott Johnson
Ann Polito, Registrar

205-4397
681-9519

Outreach Program is a non-profit 501(c)(3)
corporation that organizes food packaging events
around the country. With more than 300 million
meals packaged to date, the organization’s mission
is to provide safe water, food, medical care, and
education to those in need, at home and abroad.
To learn more about Outreach, Inc. go to
www.outreachprogram.org

Saluting those who are
Serving with Pride

Thomas Blackmon
Bradley Burrell
Hunter Carter
Brian Casson
Travis Cernetisch
Sam Clark
Elijah Conrey
Jake Dingman
Mitchel Dingeman
Cody DeMoss
Bobby DuBois
Christian Duncan
Seth Durham
Joseph Ermler
José Carlos Garcia, Sr.
Mark Eddy
Jonathan Hicks
Darcy “Doc” Hommer
Nick Johnson
Tanner Jors
Kerry Kuhn
Neil Langgaard
Adam Lawrence
Rich Lawrence, Jr.
Michael Love
John Malone
Jeromy McGee
Mike McGough
Taylor McVay
Scarlett Merrifield
Trenton Merrifield
Turner Merrifield
Eric Morrow
Jared Newman
Charles “Chase” Oakley
Raymond Reed
Mark Roach
Kent Ryan
Allyson Scott
Tyler Simmons
Jesse Smith
Adam Snook
Jacob Sperr
James Sperr
Tommy Thompson
Nick Vanderpool
Justin Vriezelaar
Rush Wyckoff
Chris Wysong
Please lift these military men and women and their families
in your thoughts and prayers.

Let there be Peace on Earth
And let it begin with me.

Please remember those currently
deployed or stationed overseas:
Tom Blackmon
Sam Clark
Joseph Ermler
Mike McGough
Please also remember to pray for their
families for the sacrifice they make while
their loved one is serving our country.

Book Study: This Strange and Sacred Scripture
Our current book for weekly book study will be This
Strange and Sacred Scripture: Wrestling with the Old
Testament and Its Oddities by Matthew Richard
Schlimm.
At a time when many critique and marginalize the
Old Testament, Schlimm argues that we need to
appreciate it as a friend--a friend who is at once odd,
insightful, complicated, controversial, and realistic. He
is not willing to give up on the Old Testament or its
God.
This Strange and Sacred Scripture creatively
engages the difficulties that trouble interpreters. While
some may disagree with the author at points, this
book's tone and presentation invite readers to join the
conversation about and with this unique friend we call
the Bible.
Copies can be purchased online or ask Pastor Nathan
to order for you. Book study takes place at 1:00 pm on
Tuesday afternoons in the Education Wing.

CUPC has a wonderful church family that cares for
one another very well. If you have taken time to make
visits or phone calls, send cards, or provide meals,
please be sure to share that information with Lynda
Richards who reports the outreach statistics to the
Mission Committee each month.
Just give Lynda a call at 515-989-0080 at the end of
each month so that your outreach efforts may be
included! Thank you!!

Nursery care is available for children 0-4 years of
age.
(Older children are encouraged to attend
Children’s Church during worship and enjoy the Kid’s
Korner during fellowship.)
At least two volunteers who have gone through the
SafeChurch Training will be available to be in the
nursery during worship each Sunday.
Parents may bring their children to the nursery 5 –
10 minutes before worship begins. (8:50 a.m. or
after) and pick them up immediately following
worship.
Please provide for your child’s needs while they are
being cared for in the nursery. A bag with diapers,
wipes, and a change of clothes will be greatly
appreciated. Please also bring whatever snacks and
drinks you will allow your children to have!
If you have any questions or wish to register your
children for nursery care, please contact Bonnie Nesler at
971-6151.

A Prayer of Sympathy and Faith
for the family and friends of:
Kenny Calvert
George Gvist
Nancy Hartz
Heather Howard
Andy Jackson
Scott Jetter
Jarrod McCaughey
Milton Sheeder
Rita Thiel
Michael Whitfield

In the love of God,
may you find strength and peace.
In the prayers of friends,
may you find comfort and love.

Each month our prayer list will reflect the prayer requests
shared during the previous 4 weeks. If there are those who
need to remain on the list for multiple months, please contact
Ann Polito at 681-9519.

In our
prayers…
Please remember the following in your thoughts and
prayers:
 AIB Students, Faculty & Staff as they prepare for
closure.
 Sharon Allen as she is treated for sciatica.
 Diane Bascom as she is treated for colon cancer.
 Olivia Bauman as she is treated for infantile
spasms…a type of epilepsy.
 Jeannette Bennett as she recovers from surgery
for a brain tumor.
 Frank Betts as he recovers from eye surgery.
 Addie Brenden as she is treated for
neuroblastoma.
 Allen Bruce as he recovers from a stroke.
 Dennis Buchanan as he recovers from vein
surgery.
 Kerry Campbell as he is treated for liver & colon
cancer.
 Vickie Carney as she recovers from surgery after a
fall.
 Marilyn Casson as she receives cancer treatment.
 Aaron Christofferson as he recovers from lung
surgery and treated for lung and colon cancer.
 Molly Cox as she is on a year-long mission trip to
Peru.
 Dawson & family as he is released from NICU.
 Kim Dingeman-Crook as she deals with lung
condition.
 Christina Donahoo as she is treated for a brain
tumor.
 Kaylee Durham as she works in the United
Kingdom for 6 months.
 Easter Lake Administrative Commission
 George Erickson as he deals with health issues.
 Romain & Catherine Etcheverry as they deal
with her Alzheimer’s and she receives Hospice
care and he experiences major life adjustments.
 Jeff Ferguson as he deals with medical problems.
 Bob Foulke as he receives cancer treatment.
 Terri Foulke as she deals with health issues.






































Ashley George as she is treated for colon cancer
following delivery of baby.
Glen Gooch as he deals with health challenges.
Charles Hall as he receives cancer treatment.
Mary Ann Hall as she deals with health concerns.
Bill Hammond as he recovers from finger
amputation after crushing hand in wood splitter.
Nick Hartmann as he receives cancer treatment.
Lori Hicks as she battles cancer.
Harold Isley as he deals with health challenges.
Nicole Jones as she receives cancer treatment.
Caitlyn King as she receives cancer treatment.
George Laman as he recovers from a heart
transplant.
Del Lane as he is treated for blood cancer.
Fay Lathrop as she recovers from a respiratory
illness.
Michelle Livingston as she recovers from surgery.
Nicky Malone as she receives cancer treatment.
Dorena Marshall as she battles cancer with no
further treatment options.
Rev. George Mason as he deals with health
concerns.
Diane Maughan as she receives cancer treatment.
Bill McNeeley as he receives cancer treatment.
Michelle Meyers as she receives breast cancer
treatment.
Robbin Middleton as she is treated for breast
cancer.
Michealla Moore as she receives treatment for
breast cancer.
Mindy and children
Randy Nesler as he recovers from intestinal
problems…possible gall bladder issues.
Betty Norman as she is treated for bladder cancer.
Angela Owen as she is treated for breast cancer.
Doug Pendry as he participates in a cancer
treatment study group.
Presbytery of Des Moines
Jean Polland as she is treated for ductile carcinoma
and additional concern.
Walker David Ramirez as he grows after premature
birth.
Bob Ray, Jr. as he is treated for bone cancer.
Martha Richards as she deals with health concerns.
Angie Sanders as she receives cancer treatment.
Rylynn Schroeder as she recovers from surgery.
Session as they provide leadership for CUPC.
Ron Sharp as he recuperates from valve replacement
surgery.


















Wendell Shellabarger as he deals with a blood
cancer.
Harriet Sievers as she receives treatment for
pancreatic cancer.
Amanda Smith as she is treated for carcinoma.
Diane Smith as she receives pain management
treatment.
Frances Smith as she recovers from hip surgery and
fractured pelvis after a fall.
Jenny Smith as she is monitored after finding a cyst.
Birdie Stocker as she deals with health challenges.
Carolyn Stradley as she is treated for skin cancer.
Sara Sutter as she attends her final semester in
seminary.
Jody Sylvester as she is treated for pancreatic
cancer.
Jerry Teets as he is treated for pancreatic cancer.
Les Vulgamott as he continues to recover after
cancer surgery removing his tongue and pneumonia.
Florence Warren as she deals with health concerns.
Keegan White as he is treated for Hodgkin’s disease.
Ty Williams as he is treated for a brain tumor.
Cathi Windus as she is treated for breast cancer.

Pray without ceasing!

Jeremy was born with a twisted body and a slow mind.
At the age of 12 he was still in second grade, seemingly
unable to learn. His teacher, Doris Miller, often became
exasperated with him. He would squirm in his seat,
drool and make grunting noises. At other times, he
spoke clearly and distinctly, as if a spot of light had
penetrated the darkness of his brain. Most of the time,
however, Jeremy just irritated his teacher.
One day, she called his parents and asked them to come
in for a consultation. As the Foresters entered the empty
classroom, Doris said to them, "Jeremy really belongs in
a special school. It isn't fair to him to be with younger
children who don't have learning problems. Why, there
is a five-year gap between his age and that of the other
students."
Mrs. Forrester cried softly into a tissue, while her
husband spoke. "Miss Miller," he said, "there is no school
of that kind nearby. It would be a terrible shock for
Jeremy if we had to take him out of this school. We know
he really likes it here."

Doris sat for a long time after they had left, staring at the
snow outside the window. Its coldness seemed to seep
into her soul.
She wanted to sympathize with the Foresters. After all,
their only child had a terminal illness. But it wasn't fair
to keep him in her class. She had 18 other youngsters to
teach, and Jeremy was a distraction. Furthermore, he
would never learn to read and write. Why waste any
more time trying?
As she pondered the situation, guilt washed over her.
'Here I am complaining when my problems are nothing
compared to that poor family,' she thought. 'Lord, please
help me to be more patient with Jeremy. From that day
on, she tried hard to ignore Jeremy's noises and his
blank stares.
Then one day, he limped to her desk, dragging his bad
leg behind him. "I love you, Miss Miller," he exclaimed,
loud enough for the whole class to hear. The other
students snickered, and Doris' face turned red.
She stammered, "Wh-why that's very nice, Jeremy. Nnow please take your seat."
Spring came, and the children talked excitedly about the
coming of Easter. Doris told them the story of Jesus, and
then to emphasize the idea of new life springing forth,
she gave each of the children a large plastic empty
Easter egg. "Now," she said to them, "I want you to take
this home and bring it back tomorrow with something
inside that shows new life. Do you understand?"
"Yes,
Miss
Miller," the
children responded
enthusiastically -- all except for Jeremy. He listened
intently; his eyes never left her face. He did not even
make his usual noises. Had he understood what she had
said about Jesus' death and resurrection? Did he
understand the assignment? Perhaps she should call his
parents and explain the project to them.
That evening, Doris' kitchen sink stopped up. She called
the landlord and waited an hour for him to come by and
unclog it. After that, she still had to shop for groceries,
iron a blouse, and prepare a vocabulary test for the next
day. She completely forgot about phoning Jeremy's
parents.
The next morning, 19 children came to school, laughing
and talking as they placed their Easter eggs in the large
wicker basket on Miss Miller's desk.
After they completed their math lesson, it was time to
open the now filled empty eggs. In the first egg, Doris
found a flower. "Oh yes, a flower is certainly a sign of
new life, "she said. "When plants peek through the
ground, we know that spring is here." A small girl in the

first row waved her arm. "That's my egg, Miss Miller,"
she called out.

Splinters from the Board

The next empty egg shell contained a plastic butterfly,
which looked very real. Doris held it up. "We all know
that a caterpillar changes and grows into a beautiful
butterfly. "Yes, that's new life, too." Little Judy smiled
proudly and said, "Miss Miller, that one is mine."
Next, Doris found a rock with moss on it. She explained
that moss, too, showed life. Billy spoke up from the back
of the classroom, "My daddy helped me," he beamed.

The February Session meeting was held after the
newsletter deadline. Please watch the April, 2016
newsletter for the next meeting report.

Then Doris opened the fourth egg. She gasped. The
Easter egg was empty. Surely it must be Jeremy's, she
thought, and of course, he did not understand her
instructions. If only she had not forgotten to phone his
parents.
Because she did not want to embarrass him, she quietly
set the egg aside and reached for another. Suddenly,
Jeremy spoke up. "Miss Miller, aren't you going to talk
about my Easter egg?"
Flustered, Doris replied, "But Jeremy, your Easter egg is
empty." He looked into her eyes and said softly, "Yes, but
Jesus' tomb was empty, too."
Time stopped.

CUPC has TWO Email Addresses
Please make note that CUPC has two email
addresses:

hartfordupc@gmail.com

When she could speak again, Doris asked him, "Do you
know why the tomb was empty?

This address is used for church announcements, newsletter,
and general information.

"Oh, yes," Jeremy said, "Jesus was killed and put in there.
Then His Father raised Him up." "And that's how Easter
started!"

cupcprayers@gmail.com
This address is used for prayer requests.

The recess bell rang. While the children excitedly ran out
to the schoolyard, Doris cried. The cold inside her
melted completely away.

If you would like to be added to either or BOTH of these email
groups, please send an email making that request.

Three months later, Jeremy died. Those who paid their
respects at the mortuary were surprised to see 19
Easter eggs on top of his casket, all of them empty.

It has been noticed that sometimes people have no
longer been receiving messages. If you think you
may be missing messages, please feel welcome to
check to be sure you are still on the list.

He is not here, for He is risen!
Matthew 28:6

Just a reminder….
When bringing
beverages into the
sanctuary, please be
sure to use a spillproof container!
Thank you for your cooperation!

One Great Hour of Sharing
Ah yes, my favorite mission season
of the entire year. Why? Maybe it’s
because we get to shop out of a
catalog to decide exactly where our
dollars go. Perhaps it’s the
enthusiasm with which our
congregation responded last year.
Or maybe it’s because I can hardly
wait to see how we respond as a
church family this year. So, let’s get
started!
Your Mission Committee has set a goal of $500
this year. That’s enough money to buy a
Beekeeping Kit, a pair of goats, and 2 piglets. The
bees are a community gift, including bee hives
and necessary tools. A pair of goats provides a
generous source of milk, cheese, butter, and
yogurt – over and over and over again. Piglets
can provide a source of income for a family in
need. Our youth will also set a goal and choose
what they will buy from the catalog. They will
collect their gifts in the traditional fish-shaped
banks, which we have recently learned has a
name - Gracie.
The focus of this offering reminded our committee
of the story of Jesus multiplying the loaves and
fish that were given. In this spirit, Gracie’s Bake
Sale is coming to CUPC on Palm Sunday, March
20th. We will bring our loaves (baked goods) and
share (sell) them, in hopes of filling every one of
our Gracie banks full!
Keep your eyes and ears open for more information in coming weeks. This OGHS offering will
be collected through Easter Sunday, March 27th.
-- Your Mission Committee
Deb Griffin, Chair
Donna Hall, Co-Chair
Pastor Nathan
Ann Polito
Lori Hollingsworth
Stacy Johnson
and many more!

on
NOISY COLLECTION!
for Missions
2016 GOAL: $ 1,500
Beginning balance: $ 119.25
February collection: $ 82.99
Total for 2016: $ 202.24
These funds go toward General Missions.
Thank you to everyone!

Souper Bowl of Caring…
A Very Successful Event
Souper Bowl of Caring is
behind us. And what a fine event it was!
Last year we collected some cans of soup
and $20. This year we gave $205.47!
What a generous group we are here at
CUPC! Thanks for your open hearts and
open wallets that make it possible for us
to share so much with those around us
who are in need.
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.’”

Matthew 25:40

CCA Food Pantry Challenge 2016
We’re off to a great start again this year! We collected 159 items in January – including 41 items from
JAM Session. Items suggested for March are:
** Sugar ** Vanilla ** Vegetable Oil ** Bath Soap **

Elder of the month:

March 2016

Scott Johnson
March 2016

Sun

Mon

Tue

1

April 2016 ►

Wed

2

Thu

3

1:30p Senior Citizens

1:00p Book Study

6

7

10a – Membership
Roundup

1:30p PW Board Mtg

13 MEMBERSHIP

14

SUNDAY
NOISY COLLECTION

20 COMMUNION

9

10

1:00p Book Study

6:30p Personnel Mtg

6:30p WAC Mtg

15 NEWSLETTER

16

17 ST. PATRICK’S

1:00p Book Study

21

PALM SUNDAY
10a Gracie’s Bake Sale
11a-2p JAM
Session

27 EASTER SUNDAY 28
FOOD PANTRY
OGHS
7a Sunrise Service @
CUPC
7:30-8:30a Breakfast

8

DEADLINE

22

1:00p Book Study

DAY

1:30p Dorcas Circle

Sat

5
12-8p Reserved for
Albert Allen

11

12

18

19

1:30p Senior Citizens

11a CPR-AED Class

6/7p Soup & Slides

23

24 MAUNDY

30

31

1:00p Book Study

29

Fri

4

25 GOOD FRIDAY
THURSDAY
7p Prayer Vigil Service 7p CMA Good Friday
Service @ Carlisle
Christian

26

Notes:

6:30p South Central
Regional Partnership Knoxville

Sunday Worship Schedule: Worship at 9:00a ~~ Children’s Church at 9:20a (Pre-K – 5th grade) ~~ Fellowship at 10:00a

COMMUNITY UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 903
Hartford, IA 50118

JANUARY

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

MARCH
3 Brianne Sears
4 Rev. Tom Conrey; Donna Hall
6 Robert Edwards; Dave Hollingsworth
Chase Oakley

19 Andrea Newberry
Dennis & Sue Buchanan, Anniversary
Chuck & Gloria Eckert, Anniversary
20 Danielle Ryan

8 Alayna Atkin; Kale Guenther
10 Barbara Mentzer

21 Kim Duncan; Cheyenne Eckert; Jeff Link

12 Samantha Call; Bob Moulton

22 Sara Drake

Justin & Erica Call, Anniversary

Debbie Ryan; Jeremy Wuebker
24 Laura Edenburn; Jalene Gutierrez

13 Adam Huen

25 Brent Coon; Suellen Marsh; Lisa Stocker-Ross

14 Lynette Bailey; Mark Goodhue

26 Payton Drake; Cynthia Foulke

Steve & Cynthia Foulke, Anniversary
16 Micah DuShane; Grace Smith

29 Erika Laird; Kent Ryan; Cameron Wuebker
30 Noah Smith

17 Paul Freeman
Brian & Sarah Casson, Anniversary

Please contact Ann Polito at 681-9519 with
birthdays or anniversaries to add or correct.
Thank you.

