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The Gift of Silence
Recently I have had several opportunities to take part in silent retreat. Whenever I talk about this type
of retreat, I find that there are essentially two kinds of responses. One response is from those who can't
imagine how they could survive in silence. The other comes from those who think it would be wonderful to not
have to talk to anyone! I suppose you could easily separate the introverts and the extraverts in how they
respond to the idea of self-imposed silence. Yet, there are many types of people who are attracted to the
contemplative lifestyle. There are extroverts that go on silent retreat and it brings me, an introvert, no small
amount of pleasure seeing how they struggle to keep silent! Imagine how hard it is for us introverts to engage
in an extroverted world!
Silence is truly a gift in this loud, noisy world of ours. In many ways, we have convinced ourselves
silence is a bad thing. Do you remember being punished by being sent to your room without TV or radio to
reflect on what you'd done? Or perhaps you know of the panic caused by 'dead air' on a radio station when
precious seconds are wasted? Maybe you have been to an athletic event where the silence of the crowd is used
to express displeasure. There is a reason we use the term 'uncomfortable silence'. We crave the distractions of
noise. We long for something to break the silence so that we don't feel so exposed. Exposed to what? Now that
is a good question!
Silence is making a comeback in church of all places. It seems odd to think of silence being out of place
in a church, but just as in our everyday world, we have filled every moment of our worship services with noise.
Music before and after church, music during offering and communion. Some churches even play background
music behind the prayers! When the pastor calls for a time of silent reflection, the clock ticks away the
uncomfortable seconds until there is some kind of noise to step into the silence. However, there are places
that silence still exists. There are times when those who crave solitude come to gather together in silence to
pray, to reflect and to listen. Those who do, actually find deep meaning in silence as a time to be with the ever
present God.
Meditation practices are flourishing outside the church walls and it is only a matter of time before we
understand that the Christian faith has its own tradition of silence. Centering Prayer is one of many avenues
to deep, contemplative silence. It involves sitting in silence with no other goal than communion with God.
There are contemplative worship styles that make room for silence as well. But whether or not you take part
in these kinds of activities, I would invite you to make time for silence in your life. That may mean turning off
the cell phone (!) or shutting off the radio in the car on the way to work. You may have a special place to go to
keep silence or you may just sit in your easy chair. And don't be afraid that moments of silence will only lead
to sleep. As Father Thomas Keating says, if you fall asleep it is the body telling you to rest so take it as a gift!
After all, silence itself is a gift from God. That is why we need to search so hard to find it. Jesus took
time away in silence. Think how often he was interrupted! Yet, he would still often attempt to go out alone to
pray. We are called to pray in silence as well. Psalm 46:10 echoes that call: “Be still and know that I am God.”
We do a great favor for ourselves when we take time away in silence. If I needed to, I could even pull out the
medical evidence for the health benefits of a practice of silent meditation. However, if you are reading this I am
going to assume that it will be enough to hold God's gift before you. Try it. Spend some time in silence with
your God. Even try quieting the noises in your head so that you can listen to the silence. Allow God to come to
you in the present moment. He is already there waiting for you. Be still. Know God.
Pastor Nathan

Ministries of Service
January
Ushers
3
10
17
24
31

The Community United Presbyterian Church
is dedicated to serving God
through Jesus Christ
and our community through
worship, fellowship, education and outreach.
=============================================
PUBLISHED BY
Community United Presbyterian Church
315 N. Vine St., P. O. Box 903, Hartford, IA 50118
(515-989-3426)
Email: hartfordupc@gmail.com Web: www.hartfordupc.org
CUPC Wi-Fi Password: cupcguest
Prayer Email: cupcprayers@gmail.com
Pastor: Rev. Nathan Lamb______________________250-5814
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Michele Clarkson
Scott Johnson

989-4276
205-4397
MISSION COMMITTEE

Roger Beaver
Deb Griffin

360-4031
360-9901

PROPERTY & FINANCE COMMITTEE
David Walker, Jr.
Cinda Polito
CLERK of SESSION

Attendance
Nov 29
Dec 6
Dec 13
Dec 20
Dec 24
Dec 27

210-7191
971-2657
Ann Polito - 681-9519

75
82
72
83
91
46

Greeters
3
10
17
24
31

Edna Rawson
Jim & Lynda Richards
Mike & Kathy Rodman
Bill Schooler, Sr. & Bill Schooler, Jr.
Ron & Diane Smith

Verle & Marge Spence
Albert & Sharon Allen
Chuck & Marilyn Casson
Ellie Bullington & Kathy Rodman
Michele Clarkson & Edna Rawson

Fellowship
3 Michele Clarkson & Donna Hall
10 Carla Collins & Connie Goldsberry
17 Cinda Durrell & Jamie Henrichs
24 Allean DuShane & Ann Polito
31 Gloria Eckert & Heather Peacock
Special Music
3 Dave Walker
10 Rebecca Campbell
17 Michele Clarkson
24 Melissa Etcheverry
31 Deb Griffin
If you need to make changes, please find someone
to trade with. Changes may be shared for the
bulletin by calling the church at 989-3426.
Thank you!

Wise men still seek Him!
Mark Your Calendars!
Sunday, January 17, 2016
Annual Congregational Meeting
following worship with potluck lunch
following…11:30 a.m. est.

Epiphany~~January 6, 2016

DORCAS CIRCLE

You are welcome and
invited……

will meet on
Wednesday, January 20, 2016 at 1:30 p.m.

Soup & Slides –
Caribbean Cruise

Sunday, January 10, 2016

Friday, January 29, 2016
Frederic & Melissa Etcheverry will be
sharing slides and stories from their
Caribbean Cruise in 2015…join them for
a tropical tour!

February Newsletter Deadline:
January 15, 2016
Your help in observing this deadline will be greatly
appreciated!!

Presbyterian Women will provide a soup
supper at 6:00 p.m. with a freewill
offering. Slides begin at approximately
7:00 p.m.

Share Your Celebrations!
If you know of someone who is celebrating
a significant event…marriage, birthday,
anniversary, personal accomplishment, etc.,
please share this information so that the
entire church family can celebrate, too!
Please share this information with Ann
Polito at anniep597783@yahoo.com
or call 681-9519.

Baby Blessings!

Baptism Blessings
to

Nash Earl Green
who was baptized
on Sunday, December 20, 2015.
God’s blessing will be upon you
all the days of your life!

Honoring a Hero!

Lauren Darlene Marsh
December 18, 2015
8 pounds 3 ounces
19 3/4 inches long
Congratulations to Suellen & Josh
and big sister, Jacelynn
Grandma Janet & Grandpa Mike Shetterly
Great-grandparents Roger & Laura Black,
the late Dean Shetterly,
and Marge & Verle Spence
Great-great grandmothers Virginia Rinard,
Maxine Smith, and Florence Warren
plus a host of aunts, uncles, & cousins!
We are sharing in your joy and wishing you a
lifetime of God’s blessings of love and happiness.

Allen Bruce was presented a handmade
Quilt of Valor for his service in World War
II by the Carlisle American Legion on
December 14, 2015.
Allen served in the army infantry after
basic training in 1944 at Fort Joseph T.
Robinson in Arkansas. He was onboard a ship
heading to Hawaii for more training when
Pearl Harbor was bombed.
The ship was
diverted to Japan where Allen served until
1946 when he returned home on a Liberty
Ship.
Thank you, Allen, for your service to
our country and congratulations on this
well-deserved honor!

SAVE THE DATE!!
May 7, 2016
JAM Session Scholarships
Add a gift to your regular giving noting JAM
Session and the amount you are contributing.
We need your support to provide a great
Christian experience for the youth of our church
community!
THANK YOU!!
The fourth annual “Give it Away 5K” - Lorrie
Shetterly Memorial Event - will be held on
Saturday, May 7, 2015 at 8:30 a.m. at Water
Works Park in Des Moines.
This year’s event will once again include a
chip-timed 5K race and non-competitive 1.5
mile honor walk.
If you have questions or need further
information,
please
contact
Rebecca
Campbell at 515-250-2736 or by email at
giveitaway5k@gmail.com.

For Your Convenience…..
A suggestion has come to the Session requesting
a way to help those who are away for several weeks
or a “season” to remember their church giving.
In response to this idea, CUPC will provide selfaddressed mailing envelopes to those who request
them!
If you would like to receive envelopes, please
contact the church office at (515) 989-3426 and
indicate the quantity desired and where they
should be delivered.

ADOPT the BULLETIN BOARD

Important Information

Thank you to the following people who have
signed up to decorate the bulletin board in
the front entryway of the church!

In the event of inclement weather, everyone
is encouraged to keep their personal safety in
mind when determining whether or not to
attend church functions.
Should events be cancelled, members and
friends of the church will be contacted with
necessary information via a phone calling
service.
Please also refer to announcements
provided on local television stations.

January
February
March

Ann Polito
Toni Lopez
Jordyn & Sophia Eckert

If you would like to be a part of this special
ministry in 2016, please contact Ann Polito at
681-9519 to sign up for a month or two!

Saluting those who are
Serving with Pride

Thomas Blackmon
Bradley Burrell
Hunter Carter
Brian Casson
Travis Cernetisch
Sam Clark
Jake Dingman
Mitchel Dingeman
Cody DeMoss
Bobby DuBois
Christian Duncan
Seth Durham
Joseph Ermler
José Carlos Garcia, Sr.
Mark Eddy
Jonathan Hicks
Darcy “Doc” Hommer
Nick Johnson
Tanner Jors
Kerry Kuhn
Neil Langgaard
Adam Lawrence
Rich Lawrence, Jr.
Michael Love
John Malone
Jeromy McGee
Mike McGough
Taylor McVay
Scarlett Merrifield
Trenton Merrifield
Turner Merrifield
Eric Morrow
Jared Newman
Charles “Chase” Oakley
Raymond Reed
Mark Roach
Kent Ryan
Allyson Scott
Tyler Simmons
Jesse Smith
Adam Snook
Jacob Sperr
James Sperr
Tommy Thompson
Nick Vanderpool
Justin Vriezelaar
Rush Wyckoff
Chris Wysong
Please lift these military men and women and their families
in your thoughts and prayers.

Let there be Peace on Earth
And let it begin with me.

Please remember those currently
deployed or stationed overseas:
Sam Clark
Joseph Ermler
Mike McGough
Please also remember to pray for their
families for the sacrifice they make while
their loved one is serving our country.

Thank you and
Welcome Home!
Eric Morrow
The soldier shown above recently
returned from his military service
assignment.
We are thankful for your service and
for your safety in coming home!

Book Study: This Strange and Sacred Scripture
Our next book for weekly book study will be This
Strange and Sacred Scripture: Wrestling with the Old
Testament and Its Oddities by Matthew Richard Schlimm.
At a time when many critique and marginalize the Old
Testament, Schlimm argues that we need to appreciate it
as a friend--a friend who is at once odd, insightful,
complicated, controversial, and realistic. He is not willing
to give up on the Old Testament or its God.
This Strange and Sacred Scripture creatively engages
the difficulties that trouble interpreters. While some may
disagree with the author at points, this book's tone and
presentation invite readers to join the conversation about
and with this unique friend we call the Bible.
Copies can be purchased online or ask Pastor Nathan to
order for you. We will begin with this book on January
12th. Book study takes place at 1:00 pm on Tuesday
afternoons in the Education Wing.

When:
Time:
Where:

1st & 3rd Fridays of each month
1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
CUPC Fellowship Hall

Visit with friends…
Bring a snack to share…
Enjoy a game of cribbage…
If you are 55 years or over,
you are invited to join the fun!
If you have any questions,
call Bill or Caroline McNamar 989-0149.

CUPC has TWO Email Addresses
Please make note that CUPC has two email
addresses:

Centering Prayer
Would You Like To Try Centering Prayer?
For the past few months, several of us have gathered
together for Centering Prayer at 6:30 am on Friday
mornings. Our numbers are few and we would like to
increase them.
If you have interest in learning about Centering
Prayer, please join us for an informal meeting during
fellowship on January 10th. We will work to find a better
time to hold our Centering Prayer “sit” so that all can
participate. Come with your questions!

hartfordupc@gmail.com
This address is used for church announcements, newsletter,
and general information.

cupcprayers@gmail.com
This address is used for prayer requests.
If you would like to be added to either or BOTH of these email
groups, please send an email making that request.

JAM Session will meet on Sundays
this winter/spring from 11:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m.
This is a great way for youth
(Kindergarten through 12th grade) to
learn, grow their faith, and HAVE
FUN!
Please mark these
calendar:
 January 10
 January 31
 February 21
 March 20

dates

on

your

The Rest of the Story

Team Colors
Red, White & Blue
Pave the Streets

Thank you to Shane Hammond for
choosing JAM Session as his selected charity
to receive prize funds of $265.00 after
winning the “Movember” Contest held at
Waukee Community Schools as a “no shave”
November event. His rendition of “Colonel
Sanders” received the most votes in the
contest!
This gift will be used to assure that youth
will be able to participate in JAM Session!

We have room for more youth to become a
part of JAM Session!

REGISTRATION:
$5 per child or $10 per family per session
Scholarships available upon request
To register, please contact Ann Polito.

Join the CUPC Outreach, Inc. Team to raise
funds for a very special mission project!

JAM Session Sunday Schedule:

Outreach, Inc. is a program that offers a unique way to
fight hunger. They offer volunteers the opportunity to
package simple, nutritious meals in an assembly line
fashion. Each meal costs only 25 cents….just $10.00
provides 40 meals.

9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Worship/Children’s Church
Fellowship
JAM Session

For more JAM Session information,
please contact:
Scott Johnson
Ann Polito, Registrar

205-4397
681-9519

JAM Session will be raising funds so that we can host
our own event during the fall of 2016.
Outreach Program is a non-profit 501(c)(3)
corporation that organizes food packaging events
around the country. With more than 300 million meals
packaged to date, the organization’s mission is to
provide safe water, food, medical care, and
education to those in need, at home and abroad.
To learn more about Outreach,
www.outreachprogram.org

Inc.

go

to

A Prayer of Sympathy and Faith
for the family and friends of:
CUPC Family,
Thank
you
everyone
for
your
donations. Thank you for helping
me raise funds for my World History
Trip. I am now halfway there.
Emery Lopez

Nursery care is available for children 0-4 years of
age.
(Older children are encouraged to attend
Children’s Church during worship and enjoy the Kid’s
Korner during fellowship.)
At least two volunteers who have gone through the
SafeChurch Training will be available to be in the
nursery during worship each Sunday.
Parents may bring their children to the nursery 5 –
10 minutes before worship begins. (8:50 a.m. or
after) and pick them up immediately following
worship.
Please provide for your child’s needs while they are
being cared for in the nursery. A bag with diapers,
wipes, and a change of clothes will be greatly
appreciated. Please also bring whatever snacks and
drinks you will allow your children to have!
If you have any questions or wish to register your
children for nursery care, please contact Bonnie Nesler at
971-6151.

Randy Arthur
Richard Beaver
Heather Belieu
Zachary Easter
Milan Fogleman
Warren Gideon
Payton Henry
Bryon Howard
Drew Jacobson
Mac McDonnielle
Jim Pascasio
Katie Persall
Eric Reasland
Jean Rozich
Bill Scarbrough
Edith Wood

In the love of God,
may you find strength and peace.
In the prayers of friends,
may you find comfort and love.

A WARM WELCOME!

With Thanks…
The Family of God at CUPC wishes to thank the
following elders for their service to the mission of
Christ during the past 2 years:

Roger Beaver
Michele Clarkson
Dave Walker
Please be sure to express your appreciation to them
for sharing their gifts with us!

If you are using the church during the winter
months, please be sure to contact the Property &
Finance Committee to be sure the building will be
warm upon your arrival.

Each month our prayer list will reflect the prayer requests
shared during the previous 4 weeks. If there are those who
need to remain on the list for multiple months, please contact
Ann Polito at 681-9519.

In our
prayers…
Please remember the following in your thoughts and
prayers:
 AIB Students, Faculty & Staff as they prepare for
closure.
 Sharon Allen as she is treated for sciatica.
 Baby Hannah as she has a fatal disease.
 Megan Barber as she recovers from gall bladder
surgery.
 Judy Barrow as she fights an infection.
 Diane Bascom as she is treated for colon cancer.
 Jeannette Bennett as she recovers from surgery
for a brain tumor.
 Addie Brenden as she is treated for
neuroblastoma.
 Kerry Campbell as he is treated for liver & colon
cancer.
 Janet Casson as she is treated for a knee injury.
 Marilyn Casson as she recuperates from cancer
surgery on scalp and lymph nodes.
 Aaron Christofferson as he is treated for colon
cancer.
 Michele Clarkson as she completes recovery from
hand surgery.
 Diana Coon as she deals with personal issues.
 Co-workers facing layoffs
 Sydnee Curry as she recovers from tonsillectomy.
 Kim Dingeman-Crook as she deals with lung
condition.
 Christina Donahoo as she is treated for a brain
tumor.
 Easter Lake Administrative Commission
 George Erickson as he deals with health issues.
 Romain & Catherine Etcheverry as they deal
with her Alzheimer’s and she receives Hospice
care.
 Terri Foulke as she deals with health issues.
 Ashley George as she is treated for colon cancer
following delivery of baby.
 Glen Gooch as he deals with health challenges.
 Don Hall as he deals with health concerns.
 Mary Ann Hall as she deals with health concerns.





































Kevin & Jen Hamlin as they experience problems
with pregnancy.
Nick Hartmann as he receives cancer treatment.
Lori Hicks as she battles cancer.
Harold Isley as he deals with health challenges.
Andy Jackson as he receives Hospice care.
Nicole Jones as she receives cancer treatment.
Allan Kennedy’s mother as she recovers from
heart surgery.
Caitlyn King as she receives cancer treatment.
Sandy Kinter as she is in Hospice care.
Kristen as she is treated for ulcer colitis.
George Laman as he waits for a heart transplant.
Riley Lauren Laman as she undergoes testing
after birth to determine cause of multiple issues.
Del Lane as he is treated for blood cancer.
Clifford Leib as he recovers from pneumonia.
Nicky Malone as she receives cancer treatment.
Dorena Marshall as she battles cancer with no
further treatment options.
Rev. George Mason as he deals with health
concerns.
Jarrod McCaughey for continued good health.
Lara McGregor as she recovers after being
hospitalized.
Diane Maughan as she receives cancer treatment.
Terria McNamar as she continues cancer
treatment.
Bill McNeeley as he receives cancer treatment.
Alicia Meyer as she recovers from surgery.
Michelle Meyers as she receives breast cancer
treatment.
Robbin Middleton as she is treated for breast
cancer.
Michealla Moore as she receives treatment for
breast cancer.
Betty Norman as she is treated for bladder cancer.
Brenda O’Neil as she has a biopsy and waits for
results.
Angela Owen as she is treated for breast cancer.
Doug Pendry as he participates in a cancer
treatment study group.
Presbytery of Des Moines
Al & Linda Polito as they move to new church in
Grundy Center, Iowa.
Jean Polland as she is treated for ductile
carcinoma and additional concern.
Walker David Ramirez as he grows after
premature birth.
Claren Rawson as he deals with circulation
problems in his legs.

























Bob Ray, Jr. as he is treated for bone cancer.
Martha Richards as she deals with health
concerns.
Angie Sanders as she receives cancer treatment.
Session as they provide leadership for CUPC.
Ron Sharp as he prepares for valve replacement
surgery in February.
Wendell Shellabarger as he deals with a blood
cancer.
Amanda Smith as she is treated for carcinoma.
Diane Smith as she receives pain management
treatment.
Frances Smith as she deals with health concerns.
Jenny Smith as she is monitored after finding a
cyst.
Keith Stewart as he deals with back pain.
Birdie Stocker as she deals with health challenges.
Carolyn Stradley as she is treated for skin cancer.
Sara Sutter as she begins final semester in
seminary.
Jody Sylvester as she is treated for pancreatic
cancer.
Jerry Teets as he is treated for pancreatic cancer.
Victims of violence in San Bernadino
Les Vulgamott as he recovers from cancer surgery
removing his tongue and pneumonia.
Florence Warren as she deals with health
concerns.
Keegan White as he is treated for Hodgkin’s
disease.
Ty Williams as he is treated for a brain tumor.
Cathi Windus as she is treated for breast cancer.
David Wright as he recuperates from open heart
surgery.

Pray without ceasing!

Splinters from the Board

Splinters from the Board – December 13, 2015
A summary of the meeting follows:





















Announced 2016 Winter Jam Session themes
Appointed Ann Polito as elder commissioner for
2016 presbytery meetings
Appointed Michele Clarkson as elder on 2016
nominating committee
Approved 2016 Budget
Approved baptism of Nash Earl Green
Approved 2016 church calendar dates:
o Soup and Slides: January 29, February
26, & March 25
o Vacation Bible School: June 27 – 29
o Senior Citizens Thanksgiving Dinner:
November 6
Approved church usage requests:
o January 9
Scott Johnson 10 – 4
o March 5
Albert Allen 12 – 8
o June 4
Hartford Alum All day
Approved Eucharistic Elders that have
participated in training on November 22
Approved pastoral vacation request on February
7
Approved policy that church will deny church
usage requests of all political organizations
Approved request to pay per capita on quarterly
basis
Approved Souper Bowl Sunday offering on
February 7
Called Annual Congregational Meeting to be held
on January 17, 2016
Confirmed email approval of
o Purchase of LED spotlight
o Fundraiser by Emery Lopez
o Church Usage Request: December 20
Michelle Oakley 2 – 8 p.m.
o Calendar Date: Bake Sale/Craft Sale for
Emery Lopez
Denied church usage request of Republican party
for a caucus location
Discussed CUPC Sabbatical Policy
Discussed use of church debit card





























Elected Lori Hollingsworth (Church Treasurer),
Erika Laird (Church Financial Secretary), Ann
Polito (Clerk of Session for 2016
Received Elder Commissioner Report from
November 20 DM Presbytery meeting
Reported 2016 Pastor’s Terms of Call were
approved on October 18
Reported 26 poinsettias ordered in honor or
memory by congregation members
Reported 3 CCA families to be assisted by CUPC
Reported 3 military care packages to be sent
Reported Advent Sunday themes
Reported Advent Wreath lighting groups
Reported assistance from Scott Worthington with
church Wi-Fi issues
Reported average attendance for November was
75
Reported average attendance for October was 66
Reported baptism of Micah DuShane on
November 15
Reported Bonnie Nesler will serve as Nursery
Care coordinator for 2016
Reported CCA Food Pantry for October: 165
items
Reported Children’s Church on break from
11/29/15 through 1/3/16
Reported Christmas Pageant was held on
December 12 and went very well
Reported Communion served to 62 of 65 present
on October 4 and 62 of 70 present on October 11
Reported Communion served to 64 of 71 present
on November 8
Reported congregation is 57% female/43% male
with 2016 Session 67% female/33% male
Reported CUPC Session Records were reviewed
and approved without exception on November 5
Reported pastor’s election by Presbytery as
Teaching Elder Commissioner to 2016 General
Assembly (June 18 – 25, 2016)
Reported election of elders on October 18 for
2016 were Michele Clarkson, Donna Hall, and
Larry Meyers
Reported JAM Session on November 15 had 55
present with families participating in the annual
Thanksgiving lunch
Reported Noisy Collection for November:
$126.44
Reported Outreach for October
o 35 cards, 10 meals, 22 calls, 6 visits
Reported Outreach for November
o 46 cards, 0 meals, 21 calls, 11 visits
Reported Outreach, Inc. event will be scheduled
for fall of 2016 to allow for organization and
fundraising













Reported participation in Carlisle-Hartford
Ministerial Alliance, silent retreat, PrairieFire
program, book study, and attendance at Session
Record Review, Senior Citizen’s Thanksgiving
Dinner, JAM Sessions, retirement for Rev. Phil
Barrett, Presbytery Christmas Open House
Reported pastoral care calls
Reported pulpit supply for:
o November 29 WAC
o December 27 Rev. David Madsen
o February 7
Rev. Dawn Linder
Reported thermostat with Wi-Fi capabilities to be
purchased
Reported voting membership of 84 and affiliate
membership of 214
Reported wedding of Kelsey Baldridge and Eric
Stanton on November 7
Set Elder Examination Date for January 10
Set Elder Installation Date for January 17
Thanks expressed to Roger Beaver, Michele
Clarkson, and Dave Walker for their service on
Session
October, 2015
Income
Expenses

$ 9,505.31
$ 10,712.63

Account Balances
JAM Session
General Fund
Savings
Bracy H Hammond Youth Fund

$
$
$
$

Balance Due on Elevator Debt

$ 14,355.04

1,094.10
7,573.41
11,257.64
2,479.71

November, 2015
Income
Expenses

$ 7,777.57
$ 11,680.44

Account Balances
JAM Session
General Fund
Savings
Bracy H Hammond Youth Fund

$
$
$
$

Balance Due on Elevator Debt

$ 13,545.04

1,089.33
3,670.54
11,384.08
2,479.71

The next meeting was scheduled for Sunday, January 17,
2016, following the potluck lunch, at approximately
12:30 p.m.
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NOISY	
  COLLECTION!	
  
for Missions
2015 Total Collected: $1,418.04
Thanks to an anonymous donor,
we have reached our goal of $1,500

Thank you to everyone who helped!
2016 Goal: $ 1,500.00

Thank	
  You!	
  
to	
  everyone	
  on	
  our	
  	
  
2015	
  Outreach	
  Committee!	
  
This	
  is	
  a	
  committee	
  that	
  you	
  may	
  not	
  even	
  
know	
  exists.	
  	
  They	
  work	
  quietly	
  behind	
  the	
  
scene	
  to	
  take	
  care	
  of	
  our	
  church	
  family.	
  	
  Here	
  
are	
  their	
  2015	
  totals:	
  

Next Noisy Collection day:

o
o
o
o

Sunday, January 10th

Made	
  and	
  delivered	
  34	
  meals	
  
Made	
  60	
  visits	
  
Made	
  168	
  calls	
  
Sent	
  409	
  cards	
  

CCA	
  Food	
  Pantry	
  Challenge	
  2015	
  
You gave 1,356 items to our
Food Pantry ministry this year.
THANK YOU!
Lets	
  do	
  this	
  again	
  in	
  2016!	
  	
  Items	
  suggested	
  
for	
  January	
  are:	
  
• Aluminum	
  foil	
  
• Baking	
  soda	
  
• Brown	
  sugar	
  
• Chocolate	
  chips	
  
• Flour	
  

	
  
“Project Christmas Care Packages”
Thank you for making these military care
packages possible. We sent these muchappreciated packages to the three activeduty military on our list. What a worthy
endeavor!

CCA	
  Christmas	
  Project	
  
	
  

THANK YOU to everyone who
provided food items, financial donations, as
well as gifts, for our CCA Families this past
Christmas. Thanks to your great
generosity, CUPC was able to assist 3
families! Your support is greatly
appreciated!
	
  

…	
  and	
  then	
  there	
  were	
  all	
  those	
  special	
  
offerings…	
  
• Souper	
  Bowl	
  of	
  Caring	
  (after	
  the	
  initial	
  
Sunday	
  was	
  snowed	
  out)	
  –	
  53	
  grocery	
  
items	
  and	
  $20	
  
• One	
  Great	
  Hour	
  of	
  Sharing	
  –	
  $885!!	
  
• Pentecost	
  Offering	
  -‐	
  $205	
  
• Peace	
  &	
  Global	
  Witness	
  Offering	
  -‐	
  $332	
  
• Christmas	
  Joy	
  Offering	
  -‐	
  $180	
  
• Disaster	
  Assistance	
  for	
  Nepal	
  -‐	
  $80	
  
• El	
  Salvador	
  Medical	
  Delegation	
  -‐	
  $133	
  
• Operation	
  Backpack	
  –	
  43	
  items	
  and	
  $185	
  

Thank you!! Thank you!! Thank you!!

Starting the New Year with Clean Hearts
Spiritual lessons learned from cleaning up the Christmas mess
by Michelle Cox
Cue the dreary music. One of my least favorite tasks of the year has arrived—packing up all the Christmas
decorations and cleaning up the mess.
I look forward to pulling out the boxes of Christmas decorations each year. I do a good bit of decorating, so it’s
a lot of boxes, but it’s like greeting old friends as I open each container. If you’ve read any of my previous
posts, you’ve probably figured out by now that I’m a sentimental sap.
Some of my favorite Christmas decorations include the nativity set that belonged to my parents. It’s the only
Christmas item I have from my childhood so I really treasure it. There are ornaments my boys made in school
and others I’ve made each year with the grandbabies.
The carolers on my mantel and the Lenox sleigh were from our Popie and Nana Sexton, precious folks who
touched our lives in so many ways. So many cherished things that make our house look festive!
But taking everything down, packing up the boxes, and carrying everything back up to our storage closet? Not
fun at all, and a task I dread. And every year as I start the marathon of wrapping ornaments and carefully
packing other breakable items, I usually purge things that I no longer want.
For the first day or two, the house looks so bare without the Christmas decorations. And then something
amazing happens, once I get everything done, the house looks great—less cluttered and clean. Two situations
that make me very happy.
I was thinking about the task of cleaning up the Christmas mess earlier this week, and then God whispered in
my soul, “What if you put as much effort into cleaning up the mess in your heart?”
Ouch. And, oh my.
What if we wiped the dust from our Bibles and packed time into our calendars to spend more time talking with
Him?
What if we purged the things that are keeping us from being more like God?
What if we cleaned and polished until our hearts and souls sparkled for Him?
As a new year begins, let’s start it with clean hearts that will make God happy. Let’s make 2016 a year when we
serve Him more than we’ve ever done. Our lives will be changed as a result and others will be as well.
Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. (Psalm 51:10)

Elder of the Month:

January 2016

Melissa Etcheverry

January 2016

◄ December 2016

Sun

Mon

3

4

10 COMMUNION

11

NOISY COLLECTION
11a – JAM Session

17 Elder Installation

5

12

18

25

February 2016 ►

Wed

6

13

1:00p Book Study

10a - ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
11:30p Potluck lunch
12:30p Session Mtg

24

Tue

Thu

7

14

Fri

1

2

8

9

1:30p Senior Citizens

10a – 4p Reserved –
Scott Johnson

15

16

6:30p WAC Meeting

19

20

1:00p Book Study

1:30p Dorcas Circle

26

27

21

Sat

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE!

22

23

1:30p Senior Citizens

28

29

30

1:00p Book Study
6p/7p Soup & Slides

31

Notes:

11a – JAM Session

Sunday Worship Schedule: Worship at 9:00a~~Children’s Church at 9:20a (Pre-K – 5th grade)~~Fellowship at 10:00a

COMMUNITY UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 903
Hartford, IA 50118

Epiphany—January 6, 2016
JANUARY

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

JANUARY
1 Lorna Smith-Streeter
4 Elizabeth Beckmann
6 Shane Laird
7 Jonathan Freeman
8 Laura Heemstra; Rev. George Mason
9 Charlotte Smith
10 Bill McNamar
Kevin & Teresa McCuen, Anniversary
14 Troy & Tracy Johnston, Anniversary
15 Miranda Sjullie
17 Michael Ross
18 Alicia Baker; Mick Sheehey

19 Brandon Polito
21 Jim Richards; Sharry Thompson
22 Christine Browning
23 Eric Tegtmeier
24 Kaylee Witherspoon
25 Bradley Burrell; Dora McCaughey; Julia Sheehey
26 Taryn Gutierrez; Lucas Menke
Brett & Marah Neer, Anniversary
27 Walker Milici
28 Lisa Christie; Victoria Marco
30 Deb Bloomquist; Keeli McCaughey
31 Crystal Barton; Gemma Oakley; Marge Spence
Please contact Ann Polito at 681-9519 with
birthdays or anniversaries to add or correct.
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