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What’s Your Flavor?
Have you ever been asked about your favorite flavor of ice cream? Maybe that is an easy
question for you to answer. It might be one of the 'Big Three': Vanilla, Chocolate or
Strawberry. Or maybe you have a more particular taste or a favorite store brand. (Mine is Blue
Bunny's Bunny Tracks ice cream!) Then again, not everyone is an ice cream person and you
may like some other kind of dessert. We all have particular flavors or tastes that suit our
individual preferences. That is what makes us human. Why, then, do we expect that the gospel
calls us to all like vanilla (or chocolate or strawberry, you get the picture)?
Sometimes I get frustrated at the expectations people have of what taking part in the gospel
should look like. They think that in order to be a 'Real True Christian' you must believe certain
things, behave certain ways, attend a certain kind of church and have particular political views.
Yet the longer I am involved in the Church, the more I see people who choose flavors I didn’t
even know existed! Just as people come with their own sets of preferences and tools for eating
the ice-cream in their own way, so there are many different ways that people can be faithful
Christians. Just look in the phone book (if you still have one!) and you will see what I mean.
Every one of us has faithful friends who are part of other traditions. Some of us will even
admit to have knowing people of faith who have no church or religion they call their own.
But guess what? Our gospel isn’t a vanilla gospel! I’m so delighted it’s not. As one faithful
Christian blogger says, “There is strength in commonality of purpose, in solidarity – with
added endurance and power in being our own true selves within that community, together with
everyone else.” We are all different, but in the Kingdom of God we are blended together to
make just the right mixture. The next time you are standing at the ice cream counter, just think
of all the wonderful combinations that God has given us, even if you end up choosing vanilla!
And thank God that it takes all kinds to preach and teach the wonderful gospel of love and
compassion!

Pastor Nathan

Ministries of Service
August
Ushers
7 Scott & Stacy Johnson
14 Betty Johnston
21 Laird Family
28 Jan & Kathy McCaughey

The Community United Presbyterian Church
is dedicated to serving God
through Jesus Christ
and our community through
worship, fellowship, education and outreach.
=============================================
PUBLISHED BY
Community United Presbyterian Church
315 N. Vine St., P. O. Box 903, Hartford, IA 50118
(515-989-3426)
Email: hartfordupc@gmail.com Web: www.hartfordupc.org
CUPC Wi-Fi Password: cupcguest
Prayer Email: cupcprayers@gmail.com
Pastor: Rev. Nathan Lamb______________________250-5814
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Scott Johnson
Michele Clarkson
MISSION COMMITTEE

CLERK of SESSION

14 Jordyn Eckert & Sophia Eckert
21 Frederic & Melissa Etcheverry
28 Mark & Connie Goldsberry
Fellowship
7 Barb Mentzer & Lynda Richards
14 Michelle Oakley & Marge Spence
21 Tiffany Ramirez & Debbie Walker

Special Music
7 Michele Clarkson

360-9901
783-5007

14 Diane Smith
21 Rev. Kip Harris
28 Ann Polito

PROPERTY & FINANCE COMMITTEE
Cinda Polito
Larry Meyers

7 Chuck & Gloria Eckert

28 Cheryl Rawson & Edna Rawson

205-4397
989-4276

Deb Griffin
Donna Hall

Greeters

971-2657
661-3975
Ann Polito - 681-9519

Attendance

June 26

55

July 3

43

July 10

45

July 17

52

July 24

56

If you need to make changes, please find someone
to trade with. Changes may be shared for the
bulletin by calling the church at 989-3426.
Thank you!

CUPC at the State Fair
The Hartford Trio
Verle Spence &
Dave Walker
Wednesday, August 17, 2016
3:00 p.m.
Pioneer Hall

When:
Time:
Where:

September Newsletter Deadline:
August 15, 2016
Your help in observing this deadline will be greatly
appreciated!!

1st & 3rd Fridays of each month
1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
CUPC Fellowship Hall

Visit with friends…
Bring a snack to share…
Enjoy a game of cribbage…
If you are 55 years or over,
you are invited to join the fun!
If you have any questions,
call Bill or Caroline McNamar 989-0149.

DORCAS CIRCLE
will meet on
Wednesday, August 17, 2016 at 1:30 p.m.

The first day of school in the
Carlisle District is
Wednesday, August 24!
Have a great school year!

Once Upon a Time…
Long, Long Ago
Thank You!
What a wonderful evening! More than 100 guests
enjoyed July 26 at CUPC. Everything was perfect from
the decorations, the numerous wedding pictures
displayed, slide show, music, the many models, the
makeup artists, hair stylists, the delicious wedding cake,
mints, punch and everything in between.
Our Master of Ceremonies kept everything moving along
and all of you whom shared your stories, they were
priceless.

Jasmine Peacock modeling the wedding dress of Nancy May Brewer,
grandmother of Betty Hem, from 1904.

There are so many behind the scene people to thank; it
takes many dedicated, dependable workers to pull off a
production
such
as
this.
I especially thank those whom stepped in at the
reception and helped, it was so appreciated. Many
hands make a light load for all. It was so thoughtful of
you. The wonderful part of our Presbyterian Women's
group is those whom help without being asked.
I so believe in the golden rule which was instilled in my
mind and heart as a youngster "treat others as you
would want to be treated". If only everyone would live
by this rule, this world would be a better place to live!!
Donna Hall, President
Presbyterian Women

Rieley Rodman modeling the wedding gown of her grandmother,
Kathy Blessington Rodman, from 1965.

Sherry (Shetterly) Tegtmeier modeling the wedding gown of her
mother, Marge Spence from 1996 and Michelle (Shetterly) Oakley
modeling her own wedding gown from 1986 with gown,
bridesmaid’s dress and flower girl dress from Sherry’s wedding in
1984 in the background.

Isabelle Lamb modeling the dress of Ann Leib Polito
from the 1960’s.

ADOPT the BULLETIN BOARD

WE DID IT!!!
THANK YOU

to all who have
helped JAM Session reach the $2500.00 goal so that
we can host our own event during the fall of 2016.
We will be able to provide 10,000 meals with the
funds that have been donated!

Thank you to the following people who have signed up
to decorate the bulletin board in the front entryway of
the church!
August
September
October

Gloria Eckert
Gloria Eckert
Kathy McCaughey

If you would like to be a part of this special ministry,
please contact Ann Polito at 681-9519 to sign up for a
month or two!

Please watch the newsletter for plans of when and
where CUPC will be assembling meals. Hope
everyone will plan to help finish this special mission
project!
Outreach Program is a non-profit 501(c)(3)
corporation that organizes food packaging events
around the country. With more than 300 million
meals packaged to date, the organization’s mission
is to provide safe water, food, medical care, and
education to those in need, at home and abroad.
To learn more about Outreach, Inc. go to
www.outreachprogram.org

Operation
Backpack
Thank You
Thank you to everyone
who
supported
the
Operation
Backpack
School Supply Drive by
donating school supplies or providing a
financial contribution.
Your gift has made a difference to a child in the
Carlisle School district as they begin the school
year.

Nursery care is available for children 0-4 years of
age.
(Older children are encouraged to attend
Children’s Church during worship and enjoy the Kid’s
Korner during fellowship.)
At least two volunteers who have gone through the
SafeChurch Training will be available to be in the
nursery during worship each Sunday.
Parents may bring their children to the nursery 5 –
10 minutes before worship begins. (8:50 a.m. or
after) and pick them up immediately following
worship.
Please provide for your child’s needs while they are
being cared for in the nursery. A bag with diapers,
wipes, and a change of clothes will be greatly
appreciated. Please also bring whatever snacks and
drinks you will allow your children to have!
If you have any questions or wish to register your
children for nursery care, please contact Bonnie Nesler at
971-6151.

Saluting those who are
Serving with Pride

Thomas Blackmon
Bradley Burrell
Hunter Carter
Brian Casson
Travis Cernetisch
Sam Clark
Elijah Conrey
Jake Dingman
Mitchel Dingeman
Cody DeMoss
Bobby DuBois
Christian Duncan
Seth Durham
José Carlos Garcia, Sr.
Mark Eddy
Jonathan Hicks
Darcy “Doc” Hommer
Nick Johnson
Tanner Jors
Kerry Kuhn
Neil Langgaard
Adam Lawrence
Rich Lawrence, Jr.
Michael Love
John Malone
Brandon McCaughey
Jeromy McGee
Mike McGough
Taylor McVay
Scarlett Merrifield
Trenton Merrifield
Turner Merrifield
Eric Morrow
Jared Newman
Charles “Chase” Oakley
Raymond Reed
Mark Roach
Allyson Scott
Joel Sheats
Tyler Simmons
Adam Snook
Jacob Sperr
James Sperr
Tommy Thompson
Nick Vanderpool
Rush Wyckoff
Chris Wysong

Please remember those currently
deployed or stationed overseas:
Sam Clark
Mike McGough
Joel Sheats
Please also remember to pray for their
families for the sacrifice they make while their
loved one is serving our country.

With gratitude for your
service and sacrifice, we say
THANK YOU!
Joseph “Joey” Ermler
completed his enlistment in
the Navy in July and has
returned home to Carlisle,
Iowa!

Please lift these military men and women and their families
in your thoughts and prayers.

Let there be Peace on Earth
And let it begin with me.

THANK YOU &
WELCOME HOME, JOEY!

Bake Sale Thank You
Thank you for helping me reach my goal, I now have a
total of $600.00 and more. I can now get 3 sweatshirts
one for me, one for my little sister, Taryn, and one for
my Grammy because they both helped me so they
should be rewarded, too. The money will go to Bar-2Barbara to help find a cure for Huntington's Disease. I
am just so amazed on how much money I raised for
this cause. Thank you so much, I hope you enjoyed
your
yummy
treats.

Noisy Collection
Sunday, August 14, 2016

Sincerely,
Ashlyn Gutierrez

July Collection:
$172.57
2016 Collections: $876.15
Goal: $1500.00
Let’s have some fun, make some noise, and
support the mission of the church!
The Noisy Collection is received on the 2nd Sunday of
each month—to benefit our General Mission Pledge
for 2016.

Food Pantry Sunday
August 28, 2016
Suggested Items for August:
Noodles
Mouthwash
Toothpaste
Pancake Mix
36 items were donated in June! Thank you!

Thank you from the Jones family…..
Dan and I want to express our deepest thanks and
appreciation for all you have done for our family.
Your time and generosity is amazing and you have
blessed us so much. Thank you for all your hard
work organizing the Pizza Ranch Benefit and
making it a great event. Hartford is blessed to have
a church family like yours in the community.
Thank you!
Dan, Nicole, Wyatt, Zack, and Eli Jones

Outreach numbers for June:
 73 cards sent
 35 calls made
 13 meals prepared & shared
 17 visits made

Thanks to each of you for your part in
taking care of one another.






to





Gerald Hammond



who turned 80 years young
on
Friday, July 8, 2016!!
Wishing you a great year!
Each month our prayer list will reflect the prayer requests
shared during the previous 4 weeks. If there are those who
need to remain on the list for multiple months, please contact
Ann Polito at 681-9519.

In our
prayers…
Please remember the following in your thoughts and
prayers:
 AIB Staff as they seek new paths following closure
on June 30.
 Albert Allen as he is treated for pancreatitis.
 Diane Bascom as she is treated for colon cancer.
 Olivia Bauman as she prepares for surgery for
intestinal malrotation.
 Jeannette Bennett as she recovers from surgery for a
brain tumor.
 Tom Blackmon as he discerns God’s direction for
the future.
 Andrea Blythe as she recuperates from a fall and
undergoes testing.
 Addie Brenden as she is treated for neuroblastoma.
 Samantha Brittain as she receives cancer treatment.
 Kerry Campbell as he is treated for liver & colon
cancer.
 Marilyn Casson as she receives cancer treatment.
 Aaron Christofferson as he is treated for lung and
colon cancer.
 Molly Cox as she is on a year-long mission trip.
 Kim Crook as she deals with lung condition.
 Jackie Curry as she is treated for lung cancer.

































Sandie Curry as she recuperates from lung mold
infection.
Jeremy Daly as he recovers from brain surgery.
Janine Dobson as she is in latter stages of breast
cancer.
Christina Donahoo as she is treated for a brain
tumor.
Easter Lake Administrative Commission
Kay Eaton as she is treated for asthma problems.
George Erickson as he deals with health issues and
receives rehabilitation treatment.
Romain & Catherine Etcheverry as they deal with
her Alzheimer’s and she receives Hospice care and
recovers from a fall.
Terri Foulke as she deals with health issues.
Ashley George as she is treated for colon cancer
following delivery of baby.
Glen Gooch as he deals with health challenges.
Jon Goode as he is treated for throat cancer.
Deb Griffin as she prepares for neck surgery.
Charles Hall as he receives cancer treatment.
Donna Hall as she deals with hip problems.
Mary Ann Hall as she deals with health concerns.
Gerald Hammond as he recuperates from back
problems.
Joe Hammond as he recuperates from heart attack.
Nick Hartmann as he receives cancer treatment.
Cathy Henkel as she deals with COPD.
Judy Hetrick as she is treated for pancreatic cancer.
Harold Isley as he deals with health challenges.
Sally Job as she receives cancer treatment.
Toni Johnson as she recovers from scarlet fever.
Nicole Jones as she receives cancer treatment.
Chris Jorgensen as he receives cancer treatment.
Josh as his whereabouts are unknown.
Jude (2 years old) as he waits for a lung transplant.
Dan Jutting as he recovers from kidney transplant.
Melody Jutting as she recovers from being a kidney
donor.
Caitlyn King as she receives cancer treatment.
Laird Family as Eric prepares for time at Orchard
Place.
Del Lane as he is treated for blood cancer.
Laura as she recuperates from surgery with a no
cancer diagnosis.
Susan Limbag as she and Doug wait for Visa to
come to US.
John Lines as he is treated for non-Hodgkin’s
lymphoma.
Jeff Link as he chooses no treatment for melanoma.
Nicky Malone as she receives cancer treatment.
Rev. George Mason as he deals with health
concerns.








































Diane Maughan as she receives cancer treatment.
Carla McCaughan as she is treated for lung cancer.
John McCaughan as he receives Hospice care.
Bill McNeeley as he receives cancer treatment.
Michelle Meyers as she receives breast cancer
treatment.
Robbin Middleton as she is treated for breast cancer.
Steve Millard as he recovers from a heart attack.
Michealla Moore as she receives treatment for breast
cancer.
Betty Norman as she is treated for bladder cancer.
Angela Owen as she is treated for breast cancer.
Debry Pantry as she recuperates from heart surgery.
Doug Pendry as he changes cancer treatment study
group.
Presbytery of Des Moines
Police Service Members
Brandon Polito as he lives in Australia.
Jean Polland as she is treated for ductile carcinoma
and additional concern.
Walker David Ramirez as he grows and develops
after premature birth.
Claren Rawson as he is treated for circulation issues
in his legs.
Bob Ray, Jr. as he is treated for bone cancer.
Lori Requist as she recuperates from double knee
replacement.
James Richards as he recuperates from sinus
surgery.
Martha Richards as she deals with health concerns.
Mike Rodman as he recuperates from pneumonia.
Angie Sanders as she receives cancer treatment.
Jim Schimelfenig as he is treated for liver cancer.
Session as they provide leadership for CUPC.
Wendell Shellabarger as he deals with a blood
cancer.
Amanda Smith as she is treated for carcinoma.
Diane Smith as she receives pain management
treatment.
Frances Smith as she deals with health challenges.
Jeani Smith as she recuperates from one knee
replacement and prepares 2nd knee replacement in
August.
Jenny Smith as she is monitored after finding a cyst.
Robin Spence as she prepares for 2 corneal
transplants.
Keith Stewart as he deals with health challenges.
Kim Stewart as she continues to recuperate from eye
issue and blood clot in her neck.
Birdie Stocker as she deals with health challenges.
Carolyn Stradley as she is treated for skin cancer.
Jody Sylvester as she is treated for pancreatic
cancer.










Ella Teno as she experiences cancer relapse and
treatment is determined.
Greg Tilton as he recovers from aortic valve
replacement and pacemaker surgery.
Michael VanHamme’s mother as she is in failing
health.
Susan Wart as she receives Hospice care in
Tennessee after brain tumor diagnosis.
Keegan White as he is treated for Hodgkin’s disease.
Dave Wilkens as he is treated for cancer.
Ty Williams as he is treated for a brain tumor.
Cathi Windus as she is treated for breast cancer.

Pray without ceasing!
A Prayer of Sympathy and Faith
for the family and friends of:
Sherry Carlock’s mother
Jim Denny
Michel Derguy
Ron Elly
Bud Hollar
Nancy Johnson
Nell Miller
Tony Pezzetti
Eli Rowedder
Harriet Sievers

In the love of God,
may you find strength and peace.
In the prayers of friends,
may you find comfort and love.

Splinters from the Board





Splinters from the Board – July 17, 2016
A summary of the meeting follows:
 Announced Confirmation Class will be held
beginning November 27 through April 16
 Announced discussion of benefit for Kim
Stewart
 Announced DM Presbytery meeting in
Knoxville on August 20
 Announced youth education programs for fall
 Approved membership transfer of Ellie
Bullington to Waukee Christian Church
 Approved pastoral vacation request for August
21
 Approved purchase of 4 upholstered chairs for
Reflection Room in cooperation with
Repurposing Committee approval
 Approved request of Warren County to allow
CUPC to be rented for polling place on
November 8 with appropriate fees applied
 Cancelled August Session meeting
 Discussed future technology needs and wiring
needs for projectors
 Provided report of Repurposing Project
progress
 Reported all church computers will be updated
to Windows 10 while software is free
 Reported average attendance for June was 63
 Reported backpack vacuum switch to be
replaced
 Reported Communion served to 75 of 80
present on June 12
 Reported elevator issue on July 16
 Reported Food Pantry for June was 36 items
 Reported incident on church property on July 6
and discussed future resolution protocol
 Reported Noisy Collection received for June
($203.34) and July ($72.57)
 Reported Outreach for June: 73 cards, 13
meals, 35 calls, 17 visits
 Reported Outreach, Inc. project has raised
almost $2500.00
 Reported pastoral activities for June/July







Reported Pentecost Offering increased to $175
with $80 remaining at CUPC
Reported plan for bulletins, slides & scripts
during medical leave period
Reported scholarship committee formation is in
progress
Reported shortage of nursery volunteers
Reported successful benefit for Nicole Jones
Reported voting membership of 93 and affiliate
membership of 214
Reported wall damage in education wing has
been repaired
Reported water leak issue and plan of action

June, 2016
Income
Expenses

$ 9,590.01
$ 11,369.60

Account Balances
JAM Session
General Fund
Savings
Bracy H Hammond Youth Fund

$ 1,363.16
$ 6,590.88
$ 14,582.20
$ 2,479.71

The next meeting was scheduled for Sunday, September
18, 2016, at 10:45 a.m.

Summer is here
and the grass is growing…
This mowing season the church has contracted to
have the church yard treated regularly and mowed
on a weekly basis.
If you are interested in specifically helping support
this expense, you may make a financial gift to help
by making note with your monetary gift.
Your support will be GREATLY appreciated!
CUPC Property & Finance Committee

August 2016

Elder of the Month: Cinda Polito
August 2016

◄ July 2016

Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

September 2016 ►

Wed

3

Thu

4

Fri

5

Sat

6

1:30p Senior Citizens

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

19

20 Presbytery of

6:30p WAC Meeting

14

15
Noisy Collection

16

20

21

1:30p Dorcas Circle

Newsletter Deadline

1:30p Senior Citizens

Des Moines MtgFirst Presbyterian
Knoxville, IA

Kare for Kim
4 – 6 p.m
21

22

23

24

25

28

29

30

31

Notes:

26

Food Pantry
Sunday

11:00a Reserved by
Tiffany Ramirez

Sunday Worship Schedule: Worship at 9:00a ~~ Fellowship at 10:00a

27

COMMUNITY UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 903
Hartford, IA 50118

JANUARY

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

AUGUST
1 Steve Foulke; Larry Joe Hall

19 Kay Eaton; Joe Hammond

2 Alexander Rutledge

21 Allean DuShane
22 Rod & Kandi Petry, Anniversary

3 Bill Lingle; Tom & Jeani Smith, Anniversary

23 Shawn Hall; Jode Jensen

4 Daniel Johnson; Paula Menke
5 Tori Johnston; Steve Sutter

Matthew & Breanna Corley, Anniversary
Myron & Lori Dean, Anniversary

6 Shelbie Curry; Bill Peles

25 Gabby Besco; Ellie Bullington; Emily Gooch; Carson Sears

7 Emily Broich; Brian Casson; Charles Eckert;

26 Chase & Kelsey Oakley, Anniversary

Landon LaVallee; Zekeal Petry

27 Maggie Besco; Breanna Corley

Glen & Claudia Else, Anniversary

28 Kathy McCaughey

Paul & Eileen Hansen, Anniversary
9 Gretchen Beckley; George & Lucille Erickson, Anniversary
Dave & Debbie Walker, Anniversary

29 Mike & Kathy Rodman, Anniversary
30 Briar Conrey; Hannah Overstake
Shawn & Lisa Hall, Anniversary

10 Rodney Petry
11 Megan Hammond
13 Alayna Foulke; Trevor Polito
14 Donald & Jeanne Wiley, Anniversary
15 Kim Hall; Michael & Janet Shetterly, Anniversary
17 Brett Neer; Sara Sutter; Brandon Wiley
18 Colin Campbell; Kim Crook; Tina Prickett
Heather Worthington

Please contact Ann Polito at 681-9519 with birthdays or
anniversaries to add or correct.
Thank you.

