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God is There
My family has long had a dark sense of humor about the Thanksgiving holiday. It seems that many
of our Thanksgiving celebrations have not turned out to be the best of memories. For example, two of my
grandparents passed away just before Thanksgiving, leaving memories of holidays celebrated with an
empty chair at the table. There have been numerous times when personal health struggles of family
members have left a dark cloud over the holidays. Then of course there is the November weather with
snow and ice storms that have left us stranded or fearing for safety. All kidding aside, celebrating
Thanksgiving has had its share of trials and tribulations in my household and it is hard to think of this
holiday without those memories coming to mind.
We, of course, aren’t the first family to experience Thanksgiving at times of difficulty. It is all too
easy to get caught up in the idea that Thanksgiving is meant to be a holiday all about thanking God for
our personal largesse and many blessings that come with it. But if you look at history you see that it
was often in the midst of struggle in turmoil that our nation's leaders called for a time of Thanksgiving.
Think back to those Thanksgiving times while our nation was in the midst of the Civil War. What would
it take to be able to give thanks in the midst of the carnage of the battlefield? How could Union soldiers
give thanks for their hot food and abundance when they knew across the enemy lines their brothers
we're starving, hungry and cold? Even going back as far as the famous Thanksgiving celebration at
Plymouth Plantation one must realize that those pilgrims had seen family and friend die of sickness and
starvation before their very eyes. How could any celebration take place in the midst of such sadness?
We are often led to believe that God's blessing in our lives will lead to abundance and prosperity.
Therefore, at Thanksgiving time we are asked to be thankful for all of the kinds of blessings that make
our life wonderful. But perhaps we are missing out on what the whole purpose of thanksgiving is meant
to be. Thanksgiving should not only be a time of celebration, but also one of sober reflection on how we
have come through life's trials in one piece. When we say we are thankful we are not asked to forget the
bad times for the sake of the good. Instead we are called to recognize how God is present in all the times
of our lives, helping us get through the lean years and to enjoy what we have. For true blessing comes
not in having all of life’s good things served to us on a platter, but in recognizing that being alive to all
that is good and bad is a blessing in and of itself. It is for this reason I believe that in the midst of the
Passover meal the Israelites were called to mingle bitter herbs with their feast lest they forget God
brought them through their deepest struggle.
For better or worse we recognize that this present moment is the time that God has given us. As the
scripture says, today is the day of salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2). This salvation I am speaking of is not
just a personal promise of being saved, but a real sign of God’s continual presence at our table. As we
recognize God in our midst this Thanksgiving, let's not forget those who struggle to find meaning in their
lives. Let’s remind all of our family and friends that in the midst of life's ups and downs, struggles and
triumphs, God is there.
Pastor Nathan
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Community United Presbyterian Church

DEDICATION SUNDAY
Sunday, November 15, 2015

“First give yourself to the Lord, and then all other giving is easy.”
Giving our tithes is not just an exercise of Finance: it is also a matter of Faith. Recognizing that much
thought and prayer has gone into each individual decision to give, during worship on November 15th, we
will be taking time to dedicate our 2016 pledges to the Lord. We will place a sealed packet of pledge
forms on the communion table to bless them and bless our elders to the task of creating a budget. Please
be sure that you turn your form in by November 15th so that it can be included in the blessing and
dedication.

------------------------------------------------------------------2016 Financial Giving Intention

Name(s) _____________________________________________________________
I/We intend to contribute to CUPC financially during 2016 in the following ways:
General expenses:
$__________________________ per _______________________ (time period)
Mission work:
$__________________________ per _______________________ (time period)
Capital Improvements:
$__________________________ per _______________________ (time period)

Bring this completed form to worship on November 15th for Dedication Sunday or mail to:
Community United Presbyterian Church
Attention: Property and Finance only - CONFIDENTIAL
P.O. Box 903
Hartford, IA 50118
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CUPC	
  Chair	
  Ministry	
  
I’m so happy to report that we are able to
contribute $282.00 to the Peace & Global
Witness offering this year. You are such a
generous and loving family of Christians in
your caring for those we don’t even know
or have a specific name for.

Our	
  lift	
  chair	
  is	
  again	
  available	
  for	
  someone	
  
who	
  needs	
  it.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  know	
  of	
  a	
  person	
  who	
  
could	
  benefit	
  from	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  this	
  chair,	
  please	
  
contact	
  the	
  Mission	
  Committee	
  for	
  more	
  
information.	
  	
  	
  
Thank	
  You	
  to	
  our	
  
Outreach	
  Committee!	
  

And at the same time, we received $150
for the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
fund (PDA). There are so many needs
around the world, with new crises
occurring on a regular basis.
Last month I mentioned the horrors faced
by the Syrian refugees fighting for their
lives. This month, in our own country, there
are thousands of people in the Carolinas
and Texas who have lost their homes and
businesses to flooding. PDA is there, too.
I am so very grateful to be part of such a
community of believers who give with their
hearts as the need arises.
~~ Deb Griffin

Noisy Collection
for Missions

October Collection
Total 2015 Collections!
2014 Seed Money

$ 134.11
1,043.38
152.65

2015 Goal

$1,500.00

We	
  have	
  $456.62	
  remaining	
  until	
  we	
  reach	
  
our	
  goal	
  for	
  2015!	
  	
  Awesome!!	
  	
  

Once	
  again,	
  our	
  Outreach	
  Committee	
  has	
  
been	
  faithful	
  in	
  caring	
  for	
  those	
  around	
  us	
  
who	
  are	
  in	
  need.	
  	
  During	
  the	
  month	
  of	
  
September,	
  they	
  
o
o
o
o

	
  

sent	
  29	
  cards	
  
provided	
  6	
  meals	
  
made	
  15	
  phone	
  calls	
  
made	
  4	
  visits	
  

CCA Food Pantry
Challenge 2015
We are doing this 2015 Food Pantry thing
up right, thanks to YOU! We collected
206 items in September! Let’s do it up
royally again in November.
All gifts will be dedicated on
Sunday, November 29th.
Items suggested this month are:
Rice
Soda Crackers
Spaghetti
Spaghetti Sauce

LET’S MAKE A DIFFERENCE…
ONE ITEM AT A TIME!

Time to
“FALL BACK”
Senior Citizen
Thanksgiving Dinner
Sunday, November 1, 2015
Daylight Savings Time ends on
Sunday, November 1, at 2 a.m.

Sunday, November 1, 2015
For all the saints, who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blessed.
Alleluia, Alleluia!
All Saints’ Day is a time to remember those who
lived faithful lives as well as to recognize that living
a faithful life is an important discipline for
Christians.
All Saints Day is a day the Church uses to be
intentional in recalling the names of the “saints” and
remembering their contributions to the kingdom of
God.

Join us on All Saints’ Day to celebrate the
saints who served God faithfully and have
gained their eternal rest.

All Senior Citizens (60 and over) from the local
area are invited to the annual Senior Citizens
Thanksgiving Dinner hosted by Community United
Presbyterian Church in Hartford.
You will enjoy food, fellowship, and entertainment
on this special evening! Serving will begin at 5:00
p.m. and the evening will conclude with some
delightful entertainment!
If you are unable to attend and would like a meal
delivered or need a ride, please contact Jamie Henrichs
at 515-238-6279 to make arrangements.
Donations to the local food pantry will be received
from those attending this special event.

Please note: All those under 60 are encouraged to volunteer your
assistance with this special event! Please contact Ann Polito at
515-681-9519 to offer your help!

You are welcome and
invited……

Sunday, November 8, 2015

Veteran’s Day Salute

Wednesday, November 11, 2015
To all soldiers, past and present,
thank you for preserving our freedom!

December Newsletter Deadline:
November 15, 2015
Annual Report Deadline:
Monday, December 28, 2015
To allow for the preparation of the annual report for the
Annual Congregational Meeting on January 17, 2015,
reports are needed from the following committees and
organizations of the church:

Please remember Gabby is collecting
cans and bottles to help raise funds for
her trip, too! Please call 515-306-8114 to
arrange pickup or delivery!

A note from Gabby…I

would like to thank
everyone who has made donations and helped
me to get to Washington, D.C. with my class.

 Clerk of Session
 Christian Education Committee
 JAM Session
 Vacation Bible School
 Mission Committee
 Outreach Committee
 Sponsored Groups
 Property and Finance Committee
 Treasurer
 Presbyterian Women
 Pastor
 Personnel Committee
 Worship & Administration Committee
 Fellowship Committee
 Nominating Committee
Please forward items by email attachment to:
anniep597783@yahoo.com. Your help in observing these
deadlines will be greatly appreciated!!

DORCAS CIRCLE
will meet on
Wednesday, November 18, at 1:30 p.m.

“Hanging of the Greens”
Service
Sunday, November 29, 2015
9:00 a.m.
The Worship and Administration Committee
invites you to be a part of a very special
service that will begin the Advent season!
We will experience together the meaning of
many symbols and traditions of the season.

Thanksgiving Eve Service
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve
Worship Service
Sunday, November 22, 2015
7:00 p.m.
Community United Presbyterian Church
Please feel welcome to attend this special service led
by local area pastors.

Happy
Thanksgiving!

Poinsettias on Sale
Until December 1
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia in honor
or in memory of a loved one, please contact Sandy
Hammond (515-989-0218) from the Worship &
Administration Committee. The cost of each is
$10.00. Payment is requested at the time of order.

For Your Convenience…..

Thursday, November 26, 2015

A suggestion has come to the Session requesting a way
to help those who are away for several weeks or a “season”
to remember their church giving.
In response to this idea, CUPC will provide selfaddressed mailing envelopes to those who request them!
If you would like to receive envelopes, please contact the
church office at (515) 989-3426 and indicate the quantity
desired and where they should be delivered.

Eucharistic Elder Training
On

Sunday,

November

22nd

at

10:30

a.m.

following Fellowship time Pastor Nathan will be
offering a Eucharistic Elder training course for
those who wish to help serve sacraments to the
homebound and those in hospital care. In order
to participate in the training you must be an
elder in the Presbyterian Church USA; however,
you need not be currently serving on session to
participate. The training will include a brief
overview of the sacrament of Communion as
well as training on how to administer the
sacraments in the absence of the pastor. We
will go over a short communion service as it
would be conducted in the home or living space.
Once elders have gone through this training
they

will

be

enrolled

by

the

session

as

Eucharistic elders able to share Communion at
the pastor’s discretion. This will be part of an
ongoing

ministry

at

CUPC

as

we

seek

to

minister to those in our church family. If you
would be interested in taking part in this
training, please contact Pastor Nathan.

Important Information
In the event of inclement weather, everyone is
encouraged to keep their personal safety in mind when
determining whether or not to attend church functions.
Should events be cancelled, members and friends of
the church will be contacted with necessary
information via a phone calling service.
Please also refer to announcements provided on
local television stations.

Christmas Caroling on Demand!
One of the highlights of the Advent season
at CUPC has been our Christmas caroling
ministry.
This year we are trying something new
that will hopefully allow us to spread even
more Christmas cheer! Instead of caroling in
the course of one afternoon, the Worship and
Administration Committee is looking for
willing individuals to join together in small
groups to carol to individuals in their homes
or places of residence.
We are looking for volunteers who would
be willing to go in a group of 3 to 5 people to
sing carols to our “in crowd”. Each small
group will select a couple of homes where they
will share the joy of the season with singing
and a short visit.
With help from the WAC and Outreach
committees, we will maintain a list of those
who would be willing to have carolers visit.
However, if you know someone who would
appreciate carolers (they need not be church
members) please feel free to share and we will
add them to the list!
This caroling ministry will take place over
the first few weeks of Advent at the discretion
of each team, going out whenever your group
and the individuals you will visit might be
available.
If you are interested in volunteering
individually or putting a caroling group
together, please talk with Pastor Nathan
or Ann Polito by Sunday, November 29!!

Fall Book Study: Left Behind and Loving It
Class is held on Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. in
the Education Wing.
Copies of the book may be purchased
online at the retailer of your choice. If you
wish Pastor Nathan to order a copy for you,
please let him know.

Centering Prayer

Fridays at 6:30 a.m.
CUPC Christian Education Wing
Come learn about Centering Prayer and its practice on
Fridays at 6:30 a.m. in the Christian Education Wing.

CUPC has TWO Email Addresses
When:
Time:
Where:

1st & 3rd Fridays of each month
1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
CUPC Fellowship Hall

Visit with friends…
Bring a snack to share…
Enjoy a game of cribbage…
If you are 55 years or over,
you are invited to join the fun!
If you have any questions,
call Bill or Caroline McNamar 989-0149.

Please make note that CUPC has two email
addresses:

hartfordupc@gmail.com
This address is used for church announcements,
newsletter,
and general information.

cupcprayers@gmail.com
This address is used for prayer requests.
If you would like to be added to either or BOTH of these
email groups, please send an email making that request.

Saluting those who are
Serving with Pride

Thomas Blackmon
Bradley Burrell
Hunter Carter
Brian Casson
Travis Cernetisch
Jake Dingman
Mitchel Dingeman
Cody DeMoss
Bobby DuBois
Christian Duncan
Seth Durham
Joseph Ermler
Austin Gainuss
José Carlos Garcia, Sr.
Mark Eddy
Jonathan Hicks
Darcy “Doc” Hommer
Chris Johnson
Nick Johnson
Tanner Jors
Neil Langgaard
Adam Lawrence
Rich Lawrence, Jr.
Michael Love
John Malone
Jeromy McGee
Mike McGough
Taylor McVay
Scarlett Merrifield
Trenton Merrifield
Turner Merrifield
Eric Morrow
Jared Newman
Charles “Chase” Oakley
Anthony Perdue
Raymond Reed
Mark Roach
Kent Ryan
Allyson Scott
Tyler Simmons
Jesse Smith
Adam Snook
Jacob Sperr
James Sperr
Tommy Thompson
Nick Vanderpool
Justin Vriezelaar
Rush Wyckoff
Chris Wysong
Please lift these military men and women and their families
in your thoughts and prayers.

Let there be Peace on Earth
And let it begin with me.

Please remember those currently
deployed or stationed overseas:
Joseph Ermler
Mike McGough
Eric Morrow
Justin Vriezelaar
Please also remember to pray for their
families for the sacrifice they make while
their loved one is serving our country.

ADOPT the BULLETIN BOARD
Thank you to the following people who have
signed up to decorate the bulletin board in
the front entryway of the church!
November
December

Sophia & Jordyn Eckert
Connie Goldsberry

THANK YOU to everyone who has helped
with this “creative” ministry of the church!
Your bulletin boards have been a wonderful
reflection of your faith and have touched
those of us who have seen them!
If you would like to be a part of this special
ministry in 2016, please contact Ann Polito at
681-9519 to sign up for a month or two!

residents. They share that it is most heartwarming to be
ministering to those who suffer with dementia because
they love to sing along and remember the words
perfectly to the songs they sang when they were young.
The members of the Hartford Trio, both individually and
combined, have blessed so many people with the faith
and love of God they live each day. They continue to
touch lives of young and old alike as they share their
music, their friendship, and the message of God’s love
both inside and outside the walls of CUPC. They
definitely are an example of being faithful through the
years!

The Hartford Trio has been nominated by the Session of
CUPC to the Faithful Through the Years program
sponsored by the Older Adult Ministries Task Force of
the Des Moines Presbytery. Donna, Sandy, and Kathy
will be recognized at the next meeting of the Des
Moines Presbytery on Tuesday, November 10 at
Heartland Presbyterian Church in Clive, Iowa.
If you would like to attend this event and stay for lunch
following the presentation, please contact Ann Polito to
make a reservation. The cost of lunch for all guests is
$10.00 to be paid upon arrival at the event.
Special congratulations to this special trio on this
honor…your church family is so blessed to have your
ministry as part of our own!

Faithful Through the Years—
The Hartford Trio
Community United Presbyterian Church is truly blessed
to have a strong legacy of faith and music. A perfect
example of this is shown by our own Hartford
Trio…Donna Hall, Sandy Hammond, & Kathy
McCaughey! The trio has been a wonderful ambassador
from our church to other churches and care centers in
the central Iowa area.
Each of their families grew strong ties to CUPC when
these girls were young, bringing them up in the church
where they have each served (and continue to serve) for
more than 50 years. Many times Donna, Sandy, &
Kathy have been serving side by side as elders of the
church, in Christian youth programs, Presbyterian
Women, church choirs for all ages, various church
committees, and the list continues.
Their ministry as The Hartford Trio has encompassed
the past 40+ years. They have shared their musical
talents along with the message of faith in God through
singing countless times during CUPC worship services
as well as in other churches and at many weddings,
funerals, anniversary celebrations, community events,
the Iowa State Fair and even in Ireland one time! The
trio travels to numerous care centers to sing for the

Nursery care is available for children 0-4 years of
age. (Older children are encouraged to attend
Children’s Church during worship and enjoy the Kid’s
Korner during fellowship.)
At least two volunteers who have gone through
the SafeChurch Training will be available to be in
the nursery during worship each Sunday.
Parents may bring their children to the nursery 5
– 10 minutes before worship begins. (8:50 a.m. or
after) and pick them up immediately following
worship.
Please provide for your child’s needs while they
are being cared for in the nursery. A bag with
diapers, wipes, and a change of clothes will be
greatly appreciated. Please also bring whatever
snacks and drinks you will allow your children to
have!
If you have any questions or wish to register your
children for nursery care, please contact Bonnie Nesler at
971-6151.

CCA Christmas Project
Christmas Pageant
Saturday, December 12, 2015
7:00 p.m.
CUPC is preparing to present its second annual
Christmas pageant. This will be a multi-generational
collaboration in the retelling of the traditional Christmas
story. There will be about 20 children performing as the
various characters in the story, and the adult choir will be
singing several songs throughout the play.
It may seem early to begin working on the pageant, but
it takes a lot of time and planning! Now is the time for
children to sign up for parts in the play, and adults will
want to sign up to be in the choir. Please contact Michele
Clarkson about participating in this very special event!
Christmas Pageant Volunteers Needed
Adult volunteers are needed to help with the Christmas
pageant this year. There are many jobs available, and this
is a good chance to get involved in a major production of
the church and to have fun at the same time. Last year,
there were 30 adults helping with various aspects of the
pageant and about 20 adults in the choir, and we all
enjoyed working together to create the pageant.
This year, we need seamstresses who could make simple
tunics for the Roman soldiers, and we need people who
could help with the costumes and props, we need stage
prompters, and we need rehearsal assistants.
The adult choir will have a bigger part in the pageant
this year, and we need volunteers to sing in the choir.
Donna Hall will be the choir director again this year, so
please let her know if you could help out by singing in the
choir. You don’t have to be a professional singer, just
willing to try!
If you want to help with the pageant in any way, please
contact Michele Clarkson, either by phone (989-4276) or by
e-mail (chele102444@hotmail.com) or talk to her in
person. Some of the people who helped last year said that
it made them feel like a kid again and that it helped them
to enjoy the real meaning of Christmas.

Let’s work together to create another
memorable Christmas pageant!

The Christian Community in Action (CCA) is
organizing help throughout the holidays for
numerous families in our local area. This is a
special opportunity for each of us at Community
United to reach out and celebrate the joy of the
season by spreading God’s love.
Beginning November 29, during fellowship, you
may sign up to provide specific items for three
families CUPC will be sponsoring OR you may
contribute financially toward the items not
donated. Items need to be returned to the church
by Sunday, December 20!
Again this year, we have the opportunity to
purchase a gift for a family member as well! The
gift price range is set at $10 - $15 to make sure all
gifts are similar in value.
Your generosity for this project is always
overwhelming! The blessing you are to those who
receive your gifts is life changing. Thank you for
allowing me to have this special opportunity to
share on your behalf.
Lord Bless!
Ann Polito
681-9519

Elders Elected for 2016!
Congratulations to the newly elected elders to
be installed in January, 2016!
Michele Clarkson
Donna Hall
Larry Meyers
May God bless your service to Him
and to your church family!

JAM Session Sunday Schedule:
JAM Session had a great day of fun as we
celebrated FALL FUN on October 4!
There were 17 youth in attendance!
We started the day off with a game
“Guard the Wall” and then had a lesson
about the Walls of Jericho. A tasty lunch
was served then on to music! We all
enjoyed a hayrack ride around Hartford
to finish the day. While one group was
on the ride the other group had a great
time playing kickball in the
church yard!
JAM Session will meet on 2 more
Sundays this fall from 11:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m. This is a great way
for youth (Kindergarten through
12th grade) to learn, grow their
faith, and HAVE FUN!

9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Worship/Children’s Church
Fellowship
JAM Session

For more JAM Session information,
please contact:
Scott Johnson
Ann Polito-Registration

205-4397
681-9519

JAM Session Fun

Guard the Wall

Please mark these dates on your
calendar:
 November 15—Give Thanks!
 December 6—Season of Joy

Our next JAM Session will be GIVE
THANKS! This will be a special day for
the JAM Session families with a potluck
Thanksgiving Dinner! More details to
come!

Lesson Time with Sandy

We have room for more youth to
become a part of JAM Session!

REGISTRATION:
$5 per child or $10 per family per session
Scholarships available upon request
To register, please contact Ann Polito.

Hayrack Ride Fun!

Come join us!!!

Each month our prayer list will reflect the prayer requests
shared during the previous 4 weeks. If there are those who
need to remain on the list for multiple months, please contact
Ann Polito at 681-9519.

In our
prayers…
Please remember the following in your thoughts and
prayers:
 AIB Students, Faculty & Staff as they prepare for
closure.
 Sharon Allen as she is treated for sciatica.
 Phil Barrett as he prepares to retire from the
Presbytery of Des Moines.
 Diane Bascom as she is treated for colon cancer.
 Jeannette Bennett as she prepares for surgery for
a brain tumor.
 Harvey Blanchard as he recovers from triple heart
bypass surgery.
 Margaret Bock as she is treated for a blood
infection
 Addie Brenden as she is treated for
neuroblastoma.
 Carla as she receives Hospice care.
 Kerry Campbell as he is treated for liver & colon
cancer.
 Aaron Christofferson as he is treated for colon
cancer.
 Joel Clark as he receives cancer treatment.
 Jane Cook as she deals with health issues.
 Lori Dean as she recovers from knee replacement
surgery.
 Kim Dingeman-Crook as she deals with lung
condition.
 Easter Lake Administrative Commission
 George Erickson as he deals with health issues.
 Romain & Catherine Etcheverry as they deal
with her Alzheimer’s and she receives Hospice
care.
 Terri Foulke as she deals with health issues.
 Ashley George as she is treated for colon cancer
following delivery of baby.
 Glen Gooch as he deals with health challenges.
 Don Hall as he deals with health concerns.
 Mary Ann Hall as she deals with health concerns.
 Joe Hasken as he is treated for epilepsy.
 Nick Hartmann as he receives cancer treatment.







































Johnathon Heilman (7 years old) as he recovers
from burns.
Lori Hicks as she battles cancer.
Ruth Hoffman as she recovers from gall bladder
surgery.
Harold Isley as he deals with health challenges.
Andy Jackson as he receives Hospice care.
Nicole Jones as she receives cancer treatment.
Janine Keeney as she deals with Alzheimer’s.
Caitlyn King as she receives cancer treatment.
Sandy Kinter as she is treated for kidney cancer.
Del Lane as he is treated for blood cancer.
Jim Lang as he is treated for leukemia lymphoma.
Clifford Leib as he is treated for an abdominal
aneurysm.
Nicky Malone as she receives cancer treatment.
Bill Martin as he is treated for pancreatic cancer.
Rev. George Mason as he deals with health
concerns.
Gabe McCaughey as he recovers from two
concussions.
Jarrod McCaughey for continued good health.
Diane Maughan as she receives cancer treatment.
Terria McNamar as she continues cancer
treatment.
Bill McNeeley as he receives cancer treatment.
John Mentzer as he deals with medical problems.
Mentzer family for multiple concerns.
Michelle Meyers as she receives breast cancer
treatment.
Robbin Middleton as she is treated for breast
cancer.
Michealla Moore as she receives treatment for
breast cancer.
Kim Nesler as she recovers from kidney surgery.
Betty Norman as she is treated for bladder cancer.
Brenda O’Neil as she has a biopsy and waits for
results.
Joan Parker as she recovers from surgery.
Jean Polland as she is treated for ductile
carcinoma and additional concern.
Claren Rawson as he deals with circulation
problems in his legs.
Edna Rawson as she recovers from carpal tunnel
surgery.
Bob Ray, Jr. as he is treated for bone cancer.
Martha Richards as she deals with health
concerns.
Olga Rodriguez as she is treated for lupus.
Angie Sanders as she receives cancer treatment.
Session as they provide leadership for CUPC.




















Wendell Shellabarger as he deals with a blood
cancer.
Donna Short as she recovers from carotid artery
surgery.
Amanda Smith as she is treated for carcinoma.
Diane Smith as she receives pain management
treatment.
Frances Smith as she deals with health concerns.
Jenny Smith as she is monitored after finding a
cyst.
Carolyn Stradley as she is treated for skin cancer.
Sara Sutter as she continues in seminary.
Jody Sylvester as she is treated for pancreatic
cancer.
Syrian Refugees
Jerry Teets as he is treated for pancreatic cancer.
Florence Warren as she deals with health
concerns.
Keegan White as he is treated for Hodgkin’s
disease.
Ty Williams as he is treated for a brain tumor.
Cathi Windus as she is treated for breast cancer.
Victims of shootings on college campuses in
Oregon & Arizona
Victims of tropical storm in South Carolina
Workers of the Harvest

Pray without ceasing!
A Prayer of Sympathy and Faith
for the family and friends of:
Dwayne Barton
Rilleyson Ignacio
Ronald Sanders

In the love of God,
may you find strength and peace.
In the prayers of friends,
may you find comfort and love.

Splinters from the Board

Splinters from the Board – October 4, 2015
A summary of the meeting follows:
 Received report of Personnel Committee
containing 2016 Pastoral Terms of Call
 Approved October 11 vacation request of
pastor.
 Confirmed email approval of church usage
requests/calendar dates:
o October 11 Bake Sale for Gabby
Edenburn 10 – 11a.m.
o November 8 Soup Luncheon for
Gabby Edenburn 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
 Approved church usage request
o October 5 Cheerleading Team Dinner
for Abbi Durrell 5 – 9 p.m.
Splinters from the Board – October 18, 2015
A summary of the meeting follows:
 Announced Session Record Review scheduled
for November 5
 Approved $1500 General Mission Pledge for
2016
 Approved calendar dates:
o November 15 Dedication Day
o November 22 CMA Thanksgiving
Service
o November 22 Euch Elder Training
 Approved Christian Education volunteers for
2015
 Approved church usage:
o November 28 Rebecca Campbell
(9 a.m.– 4 p.m.)
 Approved membership changes
 Approved Micah DuShane baptism on Nov 15
 Approved participation in Outreach, Inc.
mission project
 Approved pastoral continuing education leave
for November 9 – 11
 Approved pastoral vacation Sundays for
November 29 and December 27
 Approved revised church usage forms






















Approved securing debit cards on general fund
account and rescinded opening a separate account
Elected Ann Polito as Elder Commissioner for
November 10 Presbytery meeting
Referred painting display to Property & Finance
Referred painting repair project to WAC
Reported $150 received for Presbyterian Disaster
Relief
Reported $282 received for Peace & Global
Witness Offering
Reported Advent planning in progress
Reported average attendance for September was 58
Reported CCA Food Pantry for September: 206
items
Reported Communion served to 49 of 53 present on
September 13
Reported JAM Session activities & Christmas
Pageant update
Reported meeting with spiritual director and CUPC
Personnel Committee
Reported Noisy Collection for October: $134.11
Reported Outreach for August: 29 cards, 6 meals,
15 calls, 4 visits
Reported pastoral involvement in Carlisle
Ministerial Alliance, Hartford Fire Department
housing service, book study, centering prayer, JAM
Session, Easter Lake Administrative Commission &
PrairieFire program
Reported Personnel Committee met and
recommendations for 2016 employee salaries
Reported pulpit supply: Rev. Kip Harris on
October 11, WAC Committee on November 29
Reported The Hartford Trio will be recognized at
November 10 presbytery meeting
Reported voting membership of 89 and affiliate
membership of 209

Getting Ready for Advent
Advent will be here before we know it and this year
the Worship and Administration Committee is asking
for your help as we plan for the traditional lighting of
the Advent Wreath!
We are looking for “groups of friends” to come
together to choose a week to light the special candles
that bring light to this very special season!
The opportunity to sign up during worship will be
extended early in November...be sure to talk with
your friends to see if they would like to join you to
light the Advent Wreath!
November 29

Candle of Hope

December 6

Candle of Love

December 13

Candle of Joy (the pink one!)

December 20

Candle of Peace

December 24

Candle of Christ

September, 2015
Income
Expenses

$ 10,124.04
$ 13,329.11

Account Balances
JAM Session
General Fund
Savings
Bracy H Hammond Youth Fund

$
$
$
$

Balance Due on Elevator Debt

$ 15,165.04

1,070.04
8,780.73
14,163.53
2,479.71

The next meeting was scheduled for Friday, November
20, 2015, at 6:00 p.m.

Special thanks to Shirley Gooch for taking the
time and sharing her artistic expertise in
cleaning the three Maxine Pendry paintings
currently at Community United. We sincerely
appreciate your help in caring for these
precious works of art!

suggested that it might be a good idea to spend
time in prayer. This is a thing so essential that
He spoke to His disciples with the automatic
assumption that it would be done. He never said,
“If you are praying…” He said, “When you
pray…” This being the case, we really ought to
make
it
a
priority.
You probably shouldn’t wait until you get
stuck on an elevator. You just can’t depend on
one breaking down when you need it.

THE ELEVATOR
by Bro. Dick Powell
The elevator I was on had arrived at its
intended destination. I heard the little bell that
always rings when the doors are about to open
and took a step in that direction, ready to make
my exit, but the doors didn’t open. Everything
was quiet and still. I had just decided I was
going to have my first experience being stuck on
an elevator when, seven or eight seconds later,
the doors finally opened. I’ll have to admit that I
was, perhaps, just a bit disappointed. There’s
something rather dramatic about having to be
rescued, even if it’s only from an elevator. Aside
from the adventure of the thing, it would have
been nice to have a few minutes of uninterrupted
peace and quiet. I was in the middle of a busy
and hectic day, and didn’t see any possibility of
finishing everything I needed to do. This would
have given me the perfect excuse to just sit and
be still for a while. Even if someone called my
cell phone I could say, “Sorry I can’t help you
right now. I’m stuck on this elevator…”
Unfortunately, elevators are notoriously
reliable and opportunities for compulsory
solitude are rare. That doesn’t mean we don’t
need it. It’s getting to be more and more difficult
these days to find a time and place where we can
be quiet and be alone with God. I doubt that
there was ever a person with more important
things to do in a short amount of time than Jesus.
Still, He would set aside significant amounts of
time to be alone with the Father. That should let
us know how important it is. Jesus never

This article is shared with permission
from Lynda Richards’ "old" home church
in Louisiana.

Time of Farewell
Rev. Phil Barrett, Stated Clerk and General
Presbyter of the Presbytery of Des Moines, will
be retiring at the end of 2015.
A farewell open house will be held in Phil’s
honor on Sunday, November 22, 2015, from 2 to
5 p.m. at Trinity United Presbyterian Church,
200 South Howard Street, Indianola, Iowa.
There will be a program at 3 p.m.
Please plan to express your appreciation for his
years of service at this special time of farewell.

Elder of the month:

November 2015

David Walker, Jr.
Sun

Mon

1 5:00p – Sr. Citizens 2

Tue

3

Wed

4

Thu

5

Thanksgiving Dinner

9

10

11

12

NOISY COLLECTION
11a-1p – Soup
Luncheon for Gabby

15

16

22

17
1:00p – Book Study

23

10:30a – Eucharistic
Elder Training
7p –CMA Thanksgiving
Service at CUPC
29 FIFTH SUNDAY – 30
HANGING OF THE
GREENS
FIRST SUNDAY IN
ADVENT
Food Pantry Sunday

24
1:00p – Book Study

13

14

6:30a – Centering
Prayer

1:00p – Book Study

Newsletter Deadline
Dedication Sunday
11a-2p – JAM Session

Sat

7

6:30a – Centering
9a – 8p – Reserved for
Prayer
Baldridge/Stanton
1:30p – Senior Citizens
Wedding
4-9p – Reserved for
Baldridge/Stanton

1:00p – Book Study

8 COMMUNION

Fri

6

6:30p – WAC Meeting

18

19

21

6:30a – Centering
Prayer
1:30p – Senior Citizens
6:00p – Session

1:30p – Dorcas Circle

25

20

26

27

28

6:30a – Centering
Prayer

9a – 4p – Reserved by
Rebecca Campbell

Notes:

Sunday Worship Schedule: Worship at 9:00a~~Children’s Church at 9:20a (Pre-K – 5th grade)~~Fellowship at 10:00a

COMMUNITY UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 903
Hartford, IA 50118

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2015

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

JANUARY

NOVEMBER
2 Deb Griffin; Bonnie Nesler
3 Debbie Cumings; Roger & Laura Black, Anniversary
4 Claudia Else

17 Cade Witte
18 Myron Dean; Jordyn Eckert
19 Madison Edwards; Lucille Erickson
Josh & Laura Edenburn, Anniversary

5 Leah Sheehey
6 Tucker Goldsberry; Jasmine Peacock

20 Tom Blackmon; Carroll Isley; Shannah Nesler

7 John Atkin; Kim Stewart

24 Lois Lingle

Walker & Cindy Milici, Anniversary
8 Tynlie Bailey; Diana Coon; Aiden Goldsberry
10 Steve Eckert, Jr.; Teaira Noble
11 Ashley Burrell
12 Kennadie Arpy; Albert & Sharon Allen, Anniversary
13 Michael VanSickle; Fred & Kay Eaton, Anniversary
15 Ryan Edwards; Delaynie Worthington
16 Clint Curry

23 Lindy Neer; Clint & Loreesa Curry, Anniversary
25 Jason Campbell; Mark & Marilyn Goodhue, Anniversary
26 Poppy McCaughey
27 Chase Richards; Haley Spear
28 Savanna Greenfield
29 Jerry Browning; Doug Pendry
Bill & Lois Lingle, Anniversary
Lex & Deann Oakley; Anniversary
30 Janet Cattel; Eric Laird; Ethan Laird
Brad & Brittney Burrell, Anniversary

Please contact Ann Polito at 681-9519 with
birthdays or anniversaries to add or correct.
Thank you.

